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Introduction

In the spring of 2009, I created a memory project for Rumsey Hall School to meet the requirements for ILS655 - Digital Libraries with Dr. Brown. The purpose of this site was to provide access to the archives of Rumsey Hall School, bringing together primary source documents and objects from its 109-year history in digital format in an online scrapbook.
Initial Development of the Website

This digital library was created using Flickr, an online photo management and sharing application in conjunction with Yola, an online web-building and hosting service. In designing this digital library, I worked with Greenstone and WordPress open source software before deciding on this combination.  

Interface Design

My goal with the design of this memory project was to create an interface that was clean, classic, and evocative of the historical nature of the collection. I also wanted it to reflect the traditional values and philosophy that are the hallmark of Rumsey Hall. I chose to present the images in a more stylized manner, similar to a scrapbook rather than a more traditional format used for research, as this was more in keeping with the spirit of the project and its intended use.
Dublin Core Metadata
In adapting the Dublin Core elements for use with this collection, I found that I needed to streamline them to fit the unique nature of cultural heritage materials.  In reviewing a number of memory projects, I found that most of the descriptive records in their metadata did not correlate with the same set of elements. Based on these observations, I settled on the following elements:
· Title 

· Subject 

· Description 

· Contributor 

· Date 

· Resource 

· Identifier 

· Source 

· Genre 

· Rights  

· Owner  

· Collection 
Digitizing the Collection
Scanning and Image Processing

Photographs, documents and ephemera were scanned as TIFFs at 300 dpi using an Epson Perfection 4490 PHOTO flatbed scanner. Some objects were photographed with a Canon Power Shot A620. Derivative jpgs were created using Adobe Photoshop 4.0 which were then uploaded to Flickr.com. All images are archived on the school server plus a dedicated external hard drive. 

Adding Metadata

The Flickr image itself holds the descriptive metadata. This was added from a template designed in Microsoft Word. Multiple tags were also added to the images to increase search results.
Creation of the Website

Designing the Website and Linking the Images

Once the photos were uploaded to Flickr and enriched with metadata, a website was created using Yola. The images on Flickr were linked to the site via the creation of slide shows and photo albums using HTML code to. Images can be viewed directly on the website or on the Flickr site, depending on viewer preference. 

Search Capabilities
The collection is organized so that images may be searched through a custom Google search engine in addition to browsing by collections, slideshows or subject. 

Conclusion
Based on the Cohen and Rosenzweig readings, in the future I would use a database program for the collection. This would enhance the search capabilities and aid in the addition of metadata to the images.

This memory project can be accessed at http://www.rumseyhallmemories.org/
