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Bibliographies / Library Catalogs
Individual Evaluations

National Union Catalog, Pre-1956 Imprints, A Cumulative Author List Representing Library of Congress Printed Cards and Titles Reported

by Other American Libraries.

Citation 

Library of Congress, & American Library Association. (1968). The National union 

catalog, pre-1956 imprints; A cumulative author list representing Library of Congress printed cards and titles reported by other American libraries. London: Mansell.

Purpose 

National Union Catalog, Pre-1956 Imprints gives librarians the ability to quickly locate a title and find out where it was located at the time of publication. The NUC gives full bibliographic information and provides a database for cataloging.

Authority          

The Library of Congress oversees the development of this national bibliography

Scope:

With over 20 million books at the Library of Congress and holdings from over 1500 libraries nationally, this is the first of the comprehensive bibliographic catalogs. Included is bibliographic information on every book ever published from Colonial Times to 1981 when the project was completed. The NUC includes MARC records on maps, music, serials and visual materials as well as books. It also includes international holdings. 

Format       

First published in 1968, the National Union Catalog, Pre-1956 Imprints is comprised of 754 volumes. It is currently published on microfiche.

Arrangement

This catalog is arranged by author, title and subject indexes with a register number that is cross-referenced for full cataloging records. If you would like to find out where the book was located when this was published, you will need to use the Register of Additional Locations. These are listed by Library of Congress numbers.

Care must be paid when referencing the date, as the one listed is not the publication date but the actual acquisition the date of the item, either by the Library of Congress or another contributing library. 

Entries
The entries are photocopies of the original card from the card catalog. 

Use and overall evaluation

This is a leading comprehensive bibliographic catalog. It would be a valuable resource for cataloging and acquisitions librarians as well as research librarians, especially when trying to locate older and out-of-print titles. At $11,500 for the microfiche, it would be prohibitive for many libraries, although some libraries are giving away sets of the print versions on listservs if shipping is paid.  

Books in Print

Citation

R.R. Bowker Company. (1948). Books in print. New Jersey [etc.]: R.R. Bowker.

Purpose

Books in Print has organized information on over 17.5 million titles for use by librarians, patrons, booksellers, and publishers.

Authority

R. R. Bowker is a leader in the publishing industry. 

Scope

The database has information valuable on more than 7.5 million U.S. book, audio book, and video titles, in addition to 10 million more international titles
Format

Books in Print is available in print, on CD-ROM, and in Web format.

Arrangement

The Books in Print.com interface is bright, friendly and easy to use. There is a search box with numerous search options as well as links to advanced searches, browsing options, awards, bestsellers, and biographies. There is also a link to Non-Fiction Connection and to Fiction Connection databases. 

Entries
The search results page lists the title, author, publisher, ISBN, format, availability, future date of release and price. Links take you to more detailed annotations, reviews, tables of content, cover images, author biographies and awards information. 

Special Features
Bowker developed PatronBooksInPrint.com in 2004 as a user-friendly database for patrons. A feature that comes with the online subscription is Fiction Connection. 
Use and overall evaluation
Books in Print is an indispensible resource for any size library. It will help acquisitions librarians as well as provide information to the public on the availability of forthcoming books, award winners, as well as information on authors. 

Guide to Reference Books

Citation
Balay, R., Carrington, V. F., & Martin, M. S. (1996). Guide to reference books. Chicago: 

American Library Association.

Purpose

This guide provides a comprehensive bibliography of reference books aimed at reference librarians.

Authority

This book is published by the American Library Association. Referred to as “the Bible of Reference”, 50 general-reference and subject-specialist librarians from major U.S. universities selected the material in this edition.  

Scope

There are almost 16,000 titles in this edition that provides critical bibliographic information for academic and scientific researchers. This edition includes information on CD-ROM and online databases as well as help points on how to use reference sources and information. 

Format

This reference is available in hardcover print format in a single edition, 2002 pages, 11 x 10.5” and weighing close to 8 pounds.

Arrangement
Entries are organized by an individual alphabet index, for ease of use. Information can be found by typical authors, titles and subjects divisions. More than 400 pages in length, the index also includes titles and authors in the annotations.

Entries

The strength of this reference tool is how the entries describe each title and identify similar works. There is much cross-referencing and evaluation of work included in each entry.

Use and overall evaluation
This is a valuable addition to the collection of academic and research libraries. It provides a good value for the price, $275 and there is a new and smaller edition for 
small to medium size libraries. Either edition will make a welcome addition to any reference librarian’s collection. 

New Walford Guide to Reference Materials

Citation

Walford, A. J., Day, A. E., & Walsh, M. (2000). Walford's guide to reference material. 

3 Vol., London: Library Association.

Purpose

Walford’s Guide to Reference Material provides scholarly reference guidance in all areas for academic librarians and researchers. 

Authority

The editor, Ray Lester is currently the Head of Library and Information Services at The Natural History Museum. He was joined by sixteen subject specialists when compiling these new editions. 

Scope

These volumes cover every topic imaginable from government, to education, to scientific endeavors to technology and social science to name but a few of the topics that you will find in the New Walford. 

Format

This bibliography is available in book format.

Arrangement

There are three volumes; Vol. 1 covers Science, Technology, and Medicine, Vol 2 covers Social and historical sciences, philosophy and religion while Vol. 3 covers Arts Humanities, and General Reference 

Entries

Entries are organized in typical alpha fashion as well as re cross-referenced. These entries also help the reader make sense of the myriad of resources available on the World Wide Web.

Use and overall evaluation

This three-volume set, even with its $1200 price, would be a welcomed addition to the reference collection of all but the smallest of libraries. The information is organized to appeal to a range of readers, academics, and interest levels. 

Public Library Catalog: Guide to Reference Books and Adult Non-Fiction
Citation

H.W. Wilson Company. (1968). Public library catalog. New York, N.Y.: H.W. Wilson.

Purpose

This catalog serves the needs of public and undergraduate libraries by providing librarians with information to guide their choices in weeding their collection, adding new titles, identifying subject areas that need updating, as well as providing guidance in the selection of reference materials. This catalog also provides cataloging information for all entries. 

Authority

Experienced librarians from across the United States have been chosen to contribute to the chosen content. Nancy Pearl is just one of the esteemed librarians chosen for this position.

Scope

Included are works published in the US, Canada, and the UK and are distributed in the states. All of the books selected must be in print at the time of selection. Original paperback editions are also included. This resource meets the reading needs of a wide range of readers compiling old and new materials. 

Format

This is only available in print.

Arrangement

There is one basic edition with annual supplements. Part 1 is a classified catalog while author, title, subject and analytical indexes are in Part 2. There is detailed indexing. 

Entries

The entries are organized by Dewey Decimal Classification System, with main entries then arranged alphabetically with complete bibliographic and cataloging information. The entries also give information on the availability of electronic versions of the resource as well as large print.

Use and Overall Evaluation

This would be one of those ‘must have’ reference books. It would be of great benefit to cataloging and reference librarians. Because it includes information on current 

topics such as women’s health, environmental issues, and science, it will provide timely recommendations. 

PubList.com
Citation

PubList.com. Infotrieve. http://www.publist.com/  

Purpose

This site provides access to documents of magazine and journal articles, book chapters, conference papers, newsletters among its over 150,000 publications in print and digital format. This is a fee-based service and supplies documents that adhere to copyright laws.

Authority  

Frederick Bowes, III, a prominent figure in publishing, founded PubList.com in 1988 to provide document delivery services to the information industry, including businesses and libraries. In 2000, Infotrieve purchased PubList.com as an addition to the services it already provided in document delivery. Infotrieve provides document delivery, staff and technology services for 50% of the Fortune 500 companies in addition to colleges and universities, specialized, and public libraries.

Scope

Based on information on the PubList.com website, this is the only web-based reference for over 150, 00 domestic and international print and electronic publications including magazines, journals, e-journals, newsletters, and monographs".

Format

PubList.com is only available online. There are no print or CD-ROM versions.

Arrangement

This database of more than 150,000 magazines, journals, newsletters, & other periodicals is searchable by title, subject, publisher and ISSN. It is browseable by complete lists of title, publisher and subject. There are advanced search capabilities and a detailed explanation of how to conduct a complete search, how to narrow your search if you get too many hits and how to broaden your search if you retrieve too few results. There is guidance on the use of abbreviations and acronyms as well as 50 stop words that will hinder your search.

Entries

PubList.com is currently undergoing improvements and the database is not available for searching.

Use and overall evaluation

Based on the information available on this website and the quality of the additional Infotrieve databases such as Medline and ArticleFinder, this would be a valuable resource for free retrieval of journal, magazine, newspaper and other periodicals. 
The format is user-friendly and the interface is simple and straightforward with clear instructions for even the novice searcher.

The Reader's Adviser

Citation

Sader, Marion (Ed.). (1994). The reader's adviser  (14th ed.) (Vols. 1-6). New Providence, New Jersey: R.R. Bowker/Reed Reference Publishing. 

Purpose
This bibliographic source offers a readers' advisory reference for librarians and patrons to aid them in the selection of what the editors consider to be the world's greatest books and writings.

Authority

The idea for this advisory first originated from a bookseller, Bessie Graham, in 1921 as a guide for booksellers. This bibliographic source has been considered the seminal work in reader's advisory since its inception. Jennie Flexner, founder of the New York Library's reader's advisory advocated its use from the time it was first published to the time she retired. Because it was founded for booksellers, this series is not only a guide to the classics but incorporates contemporary as well as controversial literature. With 50,000 new titles published each year, The Reader's Adviser relies on volume and chapter editors who are specialists in their field to decide what to include and what to leave out.

Scope

There are six volumes including the index, which cover the best of nearly everything available in the United States today that is written in English. These six volumes have 110 chapters written by 120 contributors. The scope of this source is extensive, ranging from technology to ancient poetry to Renaissance philosophy to the ethics of modern medicine.

Format

The Reader's Adviser is available in print format with a new edition published approximately every five years. This reference source has no illustrations. All of the volumes are compiled and published at the same time, in the manner of encyclopedias. With this 14th edition, the size of the book has increased from 6" x 9" to 7" x 10".

Arrangement

This source is broken down into five volumes with a sixth index volume. The volumes are arranged as follows:

    * Volume 1: The Best Reference Works, British Literature, and American Literature

         David Scott Kastam and Emory Elliott, Volume editors

    * Volume 2: The Best in World Literature, Robert DiYanni, Editor

    * Volume 3: The Best in Social Sciences, History, and the Arts, John G. Dproat, Editor

    * Volume 4: The Best in Philosophy and Religion, Robert S Ellwood, Editor

    * Volume 5: The Best in Science, Technology, and Medicine, Carl Mitcham and    

          William F. Williams, Editors

Entries

Entries are listed alphabetically and are extensively annotated. In addition to books that are in print, this reference also includes valuable out of print works that most mid-size public libraries still have on their shelves. ISBN and prices are now included with each entry. The index is located in Volume 6 as well as individual indexes in each volume of names, titles and subjects.

Relation to similar works
This is currently the 14th edition of this work. Originally published in one volume, by 1968 there were 2 volumes, by 1977 there were 3 and by 1988 there were 6 volumes including the index.

Use and Overall Evaluation

Listed at $700.00 for the complete set, this would be a worthwhile addition to all but the smallest of public libraries. The format has not changed significantly in almost ninety years providing essential guidance from general information to specific knowledge for everyone from students to teachers, from librarians to casual and serious readers as well as booksellers.

Standard Periodical Directory

Citation

Standard Periodical Directory. 27th ed. New York: Oxbridge Communications, 2004.

Purpose

This directory provides comprehensive information on periodicals published in the United States and Canada.

Authority

Published by Oxbridge Communications, Inc, a well-respected and authoritative source of listings and information on periodicals in the United States and Canada. 
Their database contains over 70,000 listings and is used by census bureaus, copyright agencies, and post offices.

Scope
First published in 1964, the Standard Periodical Directory is considered the gold standard for research and reference questions on periodicals. This directory has over 2,000 pages with information on over 60,000 journals, magazines, newsletters, newspapers, yearbooks, online publications, college publications and directories.

Format

This one volume publication comes in hardcover, with some older editions available in paperback. Oxbridge Communications also offers this directory bundled together with the Oxbridge Directory of Newsletters, the National Directory of Catalogs, and the National Directory of Magazines as an online database called MediaFinder.

Arrangement

This print directory allows for browsing by title, type of format, subject, and geographical location. The online database allows searches by titles, circulation, category, print specifications, etc. Results are sortable by title, circulation, publication type, titles by company or state. Subscription options include the ability to download search results.

Entries

More than 16,000 magazine entries are arranged alphabetically with circulation information, ISSN numbers, and the names of key staff members, subscription rates and advertising information. There are separate entries for over 15,000 newsletters, loose-leaf publications, email newsletters, and other media publications. More than 2,800 publications by college students, which are hard-to-find outside of college campuses are arranged geographically by city and state in addition to the name of the college or university. Daily and weekly newspapers are also arranged in this geographical format. There are over 3,000 directories and databases listed as well as over 12,000 professional, technical and scientific journals.

Use and Overall Evaluation

The Standard Periodical Directory is an extremely comprehensive and authoritative guide to periodicals in Canada and the United States. The online database, MediaFinder, is $1295 a year and the 2009 hardcover directory is listed at $1895. It should prove to be a valuable collection development tool for librarians as well as a reference tool for patrons, especially those seeking business related information. 

Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory
Citation

Ulrich's periodical directory. (41st ed.). New Providence, New Jersey: Bowker LLC.

Purpose

This directory has provided comprehensive information on international periodicals since 1932. It is considered an essential reference source for serials and contains the most up-to-date bibliographic information on newspapers, magazines, and journals. This reference is a must for any serials librarian.

Authority

Ulrich's Periodicals Directory has been the authoritative source for information on international periodicals for over 75 years.

Scope

This edition has information on over 172,000 serials published throughout the world. Bibliographic and access information for serials users, and subscription rates to the latest websites is included. Twenty different document delivery services are indexed that offer full text articles from over 55,000 serials listed in this publication. In addition to these offerings, this edition covers over 30,000 serials available exclusively online or in addition to the hard copy. 5,539 serials are indicated as available on CD-ROM and are identified by the use of a bullet in the title index and a notation in the main entry. 11,000 entries were added this past year.

Format

Ulrich's Periodicals Directory is available in hardcover, CD-ROM, and through online subscription.

Arrangement

The 2003 edition is a four volume set organized and cross-referenced under 896 subject headings. Information is classified and cross-referenced under 896 subject headings. Since the 21st edition, each entry is assigned at least one Dewey Decimal Classification System number.

    * Volumes 1-3 classify information alphabetically and by subject.

    * Volume 4 classifies irregular serials and annuals.

    * Volume 5 lists newspaper indexes, US newspaper indexes, online serials, online services, a newspaper section divided into dailies, weeklies, then lists by name and geographic breakdown

Entries

Each entry contains extensive information on title, publisher, address and telephone numbers, editor, year first published, ISSN, Dewey Decimal and Library of Congress classification numbers, and British Library Shelf Mark. You will also find information on document delivery services, circulation, advertising rates, abstracts, online and CD-ROM availability, rights and permissions contacts, subject headings 
and subject codes, subscription and price information. A dagger icon in the title index identifies periodicals that have ceased publication and the 3,600 new serials that have been added since January 1, 2000 are identified by an upside down solid triangle.

Use and overall evaluation
This is a must-have periodicals directory for any public or academic library. Ulrich's keeps the information listed current and up-to-date by mailing inquiries annually to almost 80,000 publishers. They also allow publishers to update their information online on Bowker's website. Because most publishers establish prices for the upcoming year between the months of May and October, Ulrich’s publishes this directory in November to ensure the most up-to-date prices. Due to increasing costs, Ulrich no longer publishes an Update so updated information is available at their website www.ulrichsweb.com. Because of their on-going inquiries, they also include serials, which have ceased or suspended publication. The list price for this directory is $966. A nice inclusion in the preliminary pages is a listing of serials librarians who have won the Bowker / Ulrich’s Serials Librarianship Awards.

What Do I Read Next? Reader's Adviser

Citation

What Do I Read Next? Reader's adviser. Thompson Gale.

http://0-rqst-agent.auto-graphics.com.csulib.ctstateu.edu/LoginModule/Goto.aspx?cuid=rqst&dataid=52 d

Purpose

What do I Read Next? is a readers' advisory database that provides the most up-to-date recommendations for any genre of book lover. Now, when a patron asks, "What do I read next?" librarians have an excellent resource that is easy enough for readers of all ages to use

Authority      
Gale has relied on librarians, book and literary critics, as well as experts in the field, including top editors, to compile recommendations of the "best of the best" fiction and non-fiction books published nationally as well as internationally.      

Scope

Because Gale has relied on the recommendations of experts in the field of literature, many of the titles on this database are award winners or best sellers. In addition, many of the titles appear on recommended reading lists available through schools, book groups, and public libraries. There are over 115,000 titles in the database covering all the genres, from historical fiction to horror to romance and even non-fiction. It gives you and your patrons over 115,000 titles, more than 62,500 plot 
summaries, 561 awards titles, recommended reading lists and biographical information.

Format
Books in Print is available in print format as well as an online database.

Arrangement
The interface is simple, straightforward and easy to use. On the left section you may search by author, title, or series. There is also a custom search option. You may also browse under these headings: Help Me Find a Book, Genre Search, Award Winners and Top Picks, and Who? What? Where? When? which allows you to search by character, topic, setting and time period.

Entries

Search results are returned in list format with the author's name and title of the book as well as a notation about additional information. There are thorough annotations on each entry as well as plot summaries on over 50% of the listings.

Special features

With their custom search page, readers and librarians can create personalized reading profiles to locate books. There are also specialized searches for finding similar books, and a feature that lets you create personalized reading lists. There are links to recommended lists as well as awards a book you have chosen has earned. The site keeps readers and librarians up-to-date with award winners, forthcoming titles, and monthly "themes". On the left sidebar there are links for monthly highlights, Gale Databases, Help, and Comments.

Use and overall evaluation

This is a terrific resource for any librarian in any setting, from grade school through college and on to a public library setting. This tool is sure to give librarians the confidence to guide readers to create their own "what to read next list" as well as giving librarians a tool to quickly and confidently create any type of "what to read next" reader's advisory.

Indexes and Abstracts

Book Review Digest

Citations

Book Review Digest Plus. Accessed online at Buley Library.  Retrieved 27 March 
2009.

Purpose

Book Review Digest Plus provides reviews of current fiction and nonfiction books that are published in English. 

Authority

H.W. Wilson Company, Bronx, New York is a well-respected database publisher.

Scope

Book Review Digest compiles reviews with citations from 154 sources. There are over 835,000 records dating from 1983 to the present. This database is current and up-to-date, covering only current reviews from periodicals published in the United States, Canada, and Great Britain. All entries must have appeared with the last year and a half of the book’s publication to ensure a modern perspective on the adult and children’s books being reviewed. New records are added weekly. The overview on OCLC states that Book Review Digest does not include reviews of government publications, technical books in law and the sciences or textbooks. 

Format

Book Review Digest is available in three formats; print, online subscription, and on CD-ROM.

Arrangement & Entries

The online version of Book Review Digest can be accessed through FirstSearch at Buley Library. The interface is clean and simple, allowing ease in searching. There are 24 options for searches that may be combined in three different ways to narrow your search. These include abstract, named person phrase, subject, title series title or phrase to name just a few. You may also limit your search by year(s) and document type. You may also rank your results by relevance or date or no rank. 

Special Features and overall evaluation

I believe the ability to narrow your search provides an invaluable reference to any reference, acquisitions, or general librarian, adult, children’s and young adult. This digest has applications for the professional librarian as well as the general public. Its 
clear interface and ease of use increases its value as patrons can easily access information themselves. 

The Columbia Granger’s Index to Poetry in Anthologies

Citation

Katz, W. A., Katz, L. S., Crain, E., & Hazen, E. P. (1994). The Columbia Granger's 
guide to poetry anthologies. New York: Columbia University Press.

Purpose

The purpose of Granger’s is to index anthologies that are likely to appear on library shelves. When preparing for a new edition, the editors collect all poetry anthologies published since the last edition and select them with the help of consultants. 

Authority

Published by Columbia University Press, Granger’s is edited by William Katz, a renowned review and compiler of many library reference works. Also editing this edition are John Frederi Nims and Dana Gioia, two poets who are also anthologists. Mary Briggs, Dean of Libraries and James Shapiro, Assoc. Professor of English at Columbia 

University help in deciding which 150 new anthologies will be included and which 150 will be dropped.

Scope

There are 79,000 poems in this 10th edition, including 21,00o new listings. Included are poems in general anthologies, including American and British poetry and poems translated into English, poetry by women, and by ethnic Americans.

Format

The Columbia Granger’s Index to Poetry in Anthologies is offered in print format. 

Arrangement

In the first section, entries are listed by title, first line, and last line indexes. There is an author and subject index as well as a list of anthologies. All sections are listed in alphabetical order. 

Entries

Entries include the title of the poem, the author, the anthology or anthologies in which it appears, the page numbers, dated of publication and edition if relevant, and the publisher.

Special Features

The unique feature of this index is that it is the only poetry anthology that has a genuine subject index. The staff at Columbia read every poem, give each at least one subject, and then index titles, first lines, last lines and authors. The two newest features in this edition are the inclusion of indexing by last lines and a listing of the 12,500 that have appeared in anthologies most often. This index has poems located over 120,000 times, which lead searchers to particular anthologies where they appear. There is extensive information in the preliminary pages that inform the reader how to use each section as well as a list of relevant abbreviations.  There is also a list of the 40 anthologies that are a must for every library collection. 

Overall use and evaluation

This index is a valuable tool for librarians to aid patrons in locating poems by author, title, first line, last line and even subject. This last feature may be the greatest help as patrons frequently are looking for poetry that is subject related. It is comprehensive in scope and includes world literature, contemporary literature as well as contemporary American, Native American, Asian American and African American poetry. This index is a must have reference for every library. Cost runs around $400. 

Humanities Index

Citation

Humanities index. (19). [New York]: H.W. Wilson. March 2008 vol 34 no 4

Purpose

This Humanities Index provides a cumulative index to periodicals published in the English language.

Authority

Humanities Index is published by H.W. Wilson Company.

Scope

This index is published quarterly and is bound in a cumulative edition each year. More than 450 periodicals are indexed cover-to-cover including reviews of plays, music, and radio programs, obituaries, and interviews to name a few. Ephemeral items and advertisements are not included in the indexing. 

Format

Humanities Index is available in print, CD-ROM, and online.

Arrangement and Entries

Humanities Index is a combined author and subject index with subject headings subdivided first by chronologically order, then by the form of the entry, followed by geographical divisions.  Author entries are listed by the last name of the author. It should be noted though, that there are no author entries for obituaries, or reviewers of movies, operas, music, etc. For subject entries, Humanities Index uses its unique subject authority file with terms gleaned from literature, other Wilson indexes, the Library of Congress subject headings, and reference works. 

Special Features

RUSA’s Committee on Wilson Indexes gives advice to H. W. Wilson on indexing and editorials. The Committee regularly studies the Humanities Index in-depth to develop a list of the most important journals relevant to the fields of study included in the index.  
Overall use and evaluation
This index is the industry standard for periodical publication in the humanities. Its scope and breadth of coverage encompasses important journals in the field as established by RUSA. It is a necessary edition for all academic and mid-to-large size public libraries. It is an invaluable reference tool for reference librarians and researchers. Annual subscription rates are based on the subscriber’s periodical holdings and start at $630.

Media Review Digest

Citation
Media review digest. (1989). Ann Arbor: Pierian Press.

Purpose

Media Review Digest is a core medial reference digest of reviews of non-book media. It is a comprehensive guide to software, in addition to other formats of media. It is intended to provide useful information for previewing media and aiding in acquisitions. 

Scope

The 1989 version reviewed contained 40,000 citations and cross-references to reviews as well as descriptions of media .  Due to the dated volume referenced in this evaluation, it states that media covered include includes films, videocassettes, videodiscs, and filmstrips, educational and audio tapes, slides, transparencies, globes, games, and more. There is also a list of sources indexing sources used.

Format
Online, print was discontinued in 2002 although back copies are available online.

Arrangement

The Digest is divided into four sections; film and video, filmstrips, audio, and miscellaneous. Information in each section is listed alphabetically and cross-
referenced to foreign-language titles, series titles, and titles in sets. There are also indexes for videos, general subjects, alphabetical subject, reviewer, geographical, and by codes. 

Entries

Entries include the name of the media, country of origin, the name of the journal the review is from, length of play, media, and format.

Special Features

In the preliminary pages of the digest, there is a wealth of valuable information as to how the information is formatted. There are explanations to the unique challenge of cataloging media, definitions of what is meant by reviews, film ratings, audience level indications,  to name a few. Also included are listings of media awards as well as mediagraphies, articles about films that are not reviews in the strictest sense of the definition. 

Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature

Citation 
Readers' guide to periodical literature. (2002). New York, NY: H.W. Wilson.

Purpose

This cumulative guide indexes English language periodicals that are of general interest. 

Authority

The H. W. Wilson Company, a leading publisher of reference materials.

Scope

The Reader’s Guide indexes articles from over 400 periodicals. 

Format
Available in print and full-text online.

Arrangement and entries
The guide is organized with authors and subjects alphabetized together. Titles are arranged alphabetically under authors and subject listings. Articles are listed under the author’s last name and appear as part of the citation in the subject entry. There are cross-references for variants of subject headings as well as similar subjects. Fiction is listed under the author’s name as well as the title listed under the subject heading ‘Fiction-Single Works’. Movies are indexed under the name of the film and the director. Operas are indexed under the name of the composer and the title of the work. The unique arrangement specifics are explained in the ‘Suggestions for the Use of the Reader’s Guide’, which will be found in the preliminary pages. A convenient listing of abbreviations is also in the preliminary pages. Entries include the name of the periodical, if there are illustrations, the date, volume, number, and page(s) where the article may be found. 
Overall use and evaluation

This is one of those indispensible reference tools for academic as well as research, special and public libraries. It aids in acquisitions, ready reference, and research. The thoroughness of the listings and the inclusion of multi-languages make this a valuable guide to anyone interested in serials. 

Article 1st

Citation
Ohio Library and Information Network. (1990). Article first. Dublin, Ohio: OCLC.

Purpose
Provides accurate, up-to-date information about accessing journal articles, including full-text with links to local libraries. It is designed for academic, research and public libraries that need to meet the research needs of their patrons.

Authority
This online index is produced by OCLC, the Online Computer Library Center, Inc.       

Scope
The Article 1st database has records of over 23 million articles in more than 16,000 sources. Subject areas that are covered are; business, humanities, medicine, popular culture, science, social science and technology.

Format
This index is available online only.

Arrangement
The Article 1st interface through First Search of this indexing database is clean and straightforward. You can search by 15 different terms, including keyword, author, first page, issue, source, publisher, standard # to name but a few. With advanced search options of all these terms you can get as specific as you want in locating an article.

Entries
Search results page lists the title of the article, the author, the source, how many libraries the article is in worldwide, if it is located at your local library, and more details on locating the item. The information on the specific article has a link to search the catalog at your local library, gives citation information, copyright information as well as full bibliographic information.

Special Features

You are able to limit your search to full text articles, to year, to availability of subscriptions held in your library or library consortia as well as rank your results by relevance, date, or no ranking. You can also browse by title, and search in eight different languages. There are also options to email the article, print or export it to EndNote, RefWorks or a text file. Article 1st is updated daily.
Use and overall evaluation
For the academic library this would be an extremely valuable indexing database. The fact that Article 1st provides full text articles is a valuable resource for reference librarians in academic as well as mid to large public and special research libraries.

Children's Magazine Guide

Citation
Children's magazine guide. (YEAR). Madison, Wis: The Guide.

Purpose
The Children's Magazine Guide provides students, parents, teachers, and librarians with an easy-to-use, yet comprehensive tool that provides indexing information of 
children's magazines focused on meeting curriculum guidelines for elementary and middle school students. This guide is also an excellent tool for the children's collections in public libraries.

Authority
The Children's Magazine Guide is published by Libraries Unlimited, a well-respected imprint of ABC-CLIO. Libraries Unlimited provides high quality publications for librarians, teachers, and students of LIS programs.

Scope
This guide provides a subject guide to more than 60 children's magazines. Issues also include citations and annotations about quality websites relating to articles that are indexed. It also includes the Index of Professional Journals - School Library Edition in the back of the print edition of the following magazines: Knowledge Quest, Library Media Connection, LibrarySparks, School Library Journal, School Library Media Activities Monthly, Teacher Librarian.

Format
The guide is available in print format and online free with a print subscription.

Arrangement
The Children's Magazine Guide is printed nine times a year, and each guide lists individual magazines in alphabetical order under a subject heading. There are two types of cross-referencing: see and see also that makes it easier to find information.

Entries
Entries are listed in alphabetical order under alpha-ordered subject headings. The article title, author, magazine, page number and cross-referencing for each entry. If there are related websites, they are listed with the URL and an annotation of the site.

Special Features
Each issue includes a Site 2 See, annotations of a carefully screened website of educational value. They print a reproducible Whiz Quiz which helps students learn how to use the guide as well as strengthen their library skills.

Use and overall evaluation

This is a useful tool for librarians who work with elementary and middle school students. It is a terrific resource for finding information and for teaching young people literacy skills.

Business Periodicals Index

Citation
H.W. Wilson Company. (1959). Business periodicals index. New York: H.W. Wilson.

Purpose
This index provides valuable information for business professionals. It provides information that businesses need to stay on top of the business market. It helps them keep track of competitors, evaluate new products and follow trends in the industry.

Authority
Published by the H.W. Wilson Co. a leader in the publishing industry.

Scope
This database indexes 527 English language business periodicals. Big names such as The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Forbes and Business Week are only a few of the ones covered. Information on topics as varied as interviews, corporate profiles, product reviews, conferences is included. The Business Periodicals Index covers a broad range of topics including accounting, insurance, government regulations, taxes and engineering to name a few. The database covers 1982 to the present. There are over one and a half million bibliographic records with citations only.

Format
The Business Periodicals Index is available in book and eBook format and in electronic format through Ovid online.

Arrangement

The Index is published monthly except in July with bimonthly, twice yearly and annual cumulations.

Entries
The online database has a simple interface and is searchable with simple and advanced search options.

Special Features

Business experts write 50 to 150 word abstracts in the Business Abstracts that is available through Ovid.

Use and overall evaluation

A well respected industry index, an essential reference for professionals in the field of business who need up-to-date information
Encyclopedias and Dictionaries

Academic American Encyclopedia

Citation 

Academic American encyclopedia. (1986). Danbury, Conn: Grolier.

General Information

This encyclopedia in published by Grolier, Inc. 

Scope
This encyclopedia encompasses 32,000 entries, comprised of over 9 million words with more than 16,000 illustrations. 

Emphasis

This encyclopedia is geared toward upper elementary through adult, quite an expansive age span.

Authority
The Academic American was composed with contributions by 2,250 scholars and other authorities, 150 consultants, advisors, contributing editors, cartographers, illustrators and photographers. More than 75% of the entries have been signed and 90% were written by outside scholars. 

Writing Style
The writing style is simple, clear and concise; obviously geared toward the middle school – high school reader. The intention is for the entries to be comprehensive but not exhaustive. 

Recency

This seventh edition was published in 1986 and is revised annually using advanced technology. Yearbooks are published annually to supplement existing sets. 

Viewpoint and Objectivity
The Academic American prides itself on its objectivity and invites the reader to evaluate the entry on abortion as an example of their focus to present opposing viewpoints and address ethical concerns. In addition, they have made an effort to remove sexist language and attitudes from the writing. 
Arrangement and Entry

The articles are arranged alphabetically, not topically with generous cross-references. The entries are concise and to the point; more than half are fewer than 
500 words with longer entries divided into subcategories. The wording is intentionally edited to be readable and technical terms are frequently defined in the same sentence. 

Index
The index is contained in a separate volume and uses a letter-by-letter alphabetic arrangement. 

Format

I looked at a print version.  It contained 21 volumes including the index.  There is also a CD-ROM version available through Grolier.

Cost

$730.00 for the 2009 print edition.

Columbia Encyclopedia

 online at www.bartleby.com/65
Citation 
www.bartleby.com/65
General Information

This URL takes you to Columbia Encyclopedia, sixth edition, 2001 - 07

Scope
This online version of the one volume Columbia Encyclopedia encompasses close to 51,000 entries with more than 80,000 hypertext cross-references. 

Emphasis

This general encyclopedia is intended to provide a useful one-volume text to be used as a supplement to a dictionary and atlas. This is geared toward the generalist and seeks to “provide useful articles that are both reliable and readable: accurate, perceptive, concise”

Authority
Columbia University Press publishes the Columbia Encyclopedia. 

Writing Style
The writing style is straightforward and easy to understand. Pronunciations are included where needed and 25% of the articles have bibliographies while many have maps, tables and diagrams. 

Recency
This 2007 edition contains nearly 1,300 new entries, while 40% of the existing entries were updated and revised prior to publication.

Viewpoint and Objectivity
This reference source handles controversial topics with objectivity, without moral overtones. The entries on the capital punishment and abortion were reviewed and found to address all sides of the issue. 

Arrangement and Entry
Articles are accessed from a search box on the homepage. There are two search options, full-text or entry word. There is not an advanced search option. The entries are in a clear, easily readable typeface with plenty of white space. The article is straightforward without additional graphic elements, and the sidebar areas are taken up by ads again. In this edition, longer articles are broken in to paragraphs with bold face headings for easier reading. 

Index

There is a browseable index linked to the interface. The index has over 51,000 articles listed alphabetically in A – Z groupings. For the 17,000 + biographical entries, these are grouped in 140 categories.

Format

The Columbia Encyclopedia is online at Bartleby.com and in print.

Cost

While access to the site is free, the price you pay is in a multitude of ads; the homepage had five different ads covering close to half of the page. The print version is $225 for the 2007 edition. 

International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences

Citation 

Darity, W. A. (2008). International encyclopedia of the social sciences. Macmillan social 

science library. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA.

General Information
Published by The Macmillan Company & The Free Press, New York, a well respected publishing house.

Scope
This encyclopedia is devoted to the social sciences and the concepts, theories and methods of anthropology, economics, geography, history, law, political science, 
psychiatry, psychology, sociology, and statistics. Guides and cross-references aid the reader in location articles, factual and biographical on each topical area. The 2nd edition has over 3,000 new articles edited my many notable Nobel Prize winners in the social sciences. 

Emphasis

This specialty encyclopedia is written for the purpose of encouraging the development of the social sciences and documenting the known information in the field. 

Authority
Contributors for this encyclopedia come from 30 different countries and highly regarded scholars and experts in their respective fields. Many new contributors and editors are Nobel Prize winning scientists.

Writing Style
This is aimed for advanced high school and college students as well as scientists; therefore the writing style is scientific in nature and not easily accessible to the casual reader. 

Recency
The version reviewed was published in 1968, but the 2nd edition was recently published in  2009.

Viewpoint and Objectivity

This is a scholarly publication which deals with issues in a factual manner, devoid of emotion or moralizing tone.  

Arrangement and Entry
Entries are arranged word-by-word and are due to the interconnectedness of the disciplines, that multi-disciplinary approach is seen in the grouping of articles when appropriate. There is thorough cross-referencing throughout the volumes.

Index

There is a separate index volume, with listings word by word in addition to cross referencing. 

Format

Print and eBook format.

Cost 

$1080 for a 9 volume set.

McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of Science and Technology

Citation 

McGraw-Hill encyclopedia of science & technology. (2007). New York: McGraw-Hill.

General Information

This encyclopedia is published by  McGraw-Hill, a respected publishing house for reference materials. 

Scope
This encyclopedia encompasses over 7,000 articles in100 fields of science. The new Tenth Edition features more than 1,700 new and updated articles, 12,000+ illustrations, and more than 5000 contributors - including 25 Nobel Prize winners. There is also a companion website that updates the Encyclopedia and provides graphics and illustrations.

Emphasis

This encyclopedia seeks to provide the widest range of articles that are understandable and useful to the lay reader with little technical knowledge. 

Authority
This encyclopedia was written by over 5,000 leading international scientists and engineers, many of who are Nobel Prize laureates. All articles are decided by recommendations from their board of consulting editors.

Writing Style
The writing style is clear and concise; written in an understandable and authoritative style. 

Recency

This tenth edition was published in 2007. 

Viewpoint and Objectivity
Written by preeminent scientific scholars, this scientific encyclopedia is solely concerned with presenting the facts as they are known, as well as addressing controversial topics and ethical concerns. 
Arrangement and Entry

The articles are arranged alphabetically, with more than 60,000 cross-references. The entries start with a definition and concise overview following a clear outline and conclude with a bibliography. There are 25,000 bibliographic entries, 12,000+ illustrations, photos, graphs, charts, maps and much more.

Index
The index is contained in a separate volume and uses a word-by-word arrangement. There is a 500 page analytical index, an extensive topic index, along with Study Guides, that aid the reader in finding information

.
Format

Available in print with a companion website.

Cost

$3495 for the 2007 print edition.

Britannica Online

Citation
Britannica.com Inc, & Merriam-Webster, Inc. (1994). Britannica.com. [Chicago, Ill.]: 

Britannica.com. http://www.britannica.com/.

Authority

Encyclopaedia Britannica was founded in 1768 and is one of the most highly regarded publishers of encyclopedias. 

Format

This evaluation is on the free, online version; a search and directory format.

Scope

Britannica.com includes the complete updated EB in addition to websites, magazines, and book citations. Encyclopedia Britannica prides itself in being in the ‘information business’. This free version is targeted for broad range of Internet users and includes links to more than 150,000 approved websites. This site is geared to intellectually curious users whose goal is to “provide reliable knowledge on every topic imaginable-from the origins of the universe to current events and everything in between”.

Accuracy

The information on this site is reliable and comprehensive, the goal being “to become the most trusted source of information, knowledge, and learning in digital media.”

Understandability

Entries on this site are written in a clear and concise manner, with entries from the student version displayed on the same page and the regular entry. 

Comprehensiveness

This online encyclopedia encompasses the entire Encyclopedia in addition to 150,000 approved websites. 

Currency

The site is updated on a regular basis ensuring that the information in the entries is accurate and up-to-date.

Value-added features

There are links to 150,000 approved websites, links to Merriam-Webster dictionary, and a sidebar on the right side of the page that details contributors, multimedia entries, and additional content.

Cost

Free, with various subscription versions.

World Book Encyclopedia

Citation 
World Book, Inc. (1994). The World Book encyclopedia. Chicago: World Book.

General Information
Published by World Book, Inc., a leader in the field of reference tools.

Scope
The goal of World Book is to present the vast amount of human knowledge in an accessible and useable format. While World Book does not list the number of entries, it does list that there are over 29,000 illustrations, 24,000 of which are in color. There are also 2,300 color maps in this edition. 

Emphasis

World Book is geared specifically to elementary, middle, and high school students as well as being a frequently referred to family reference tool. Librarians and teachers have relied on World Book for years to meet the research needs of their students.

Authority
World Book is one of the great industry standards in encyclopedias geared for the school and family demographic. Their Advisory Board and Consultant Committees are made up of national and international scholars and specialists. More than 3,000 scholars, and experts contributed to the oversight of this edition. 

Writing Style
The writing style is straightforward and easy to understand. They have made every effort to word articles in an age-appropriate style. This is done article to article, with more sophisticated subjects such as nuclear energy written at a higher level than article that would appeal to a younger audience, such as many of the entries on animals. 

Recency
Although the version reviewed here was published in 1994, the new editions of the World Book are published yearly in addition to a supplemental Annual update volume. The online site is updated daily during their regular evening maintenance hours. 

Viewpoint and Objectivity
The World Book covers controversial topics thoroughly with objectivity, addressing ethical issues without moral overtones. The entries on the AIDS and abortion were reviewed and found to address all sides of the issue. 

Arrangement and Entry
Entries are arranged word-by-word and are neither too wordy nor too concise. There are numerous cross-references both within the text and when an article is located in a different section. 

Index

The index is contained in a separate volume and uses a letter-by-letter alphabetic arrangement. In addition, there are more than 200 study guides, and guides to improving writing, reading and speaking skills.

Format

The World Book reviewed was in print, although there is an online version in addition to the DVD, a bargain at $39.95.

Cost

The print version ranges between $999 and $1099 depending on the binding. 

Acronyms, Initialisms, & Abbreviations Dictionary

Citation 
Romaniuk, B. R. (2006). Acronyms, initialisms & abbreviations dictionary A guide 

to acronyms, abbreviations, contractions, alphabetic symbols, and similar condensed appellations : covering aerospace, associations, banking, biochemistry, business, data processing, domestic and international affairs, economics, education, electronics, genetics, government, information 
technology, internet, investment, labor, language, law, medicine, military affairs, pharmacy, physiology, politics, religion, science, societies, sports, technical drawings and specifications, telecommunications, trade, transportation, and other fields. [Farmington Hills, Mich.]: Thompson/Gale. http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/eBooks?ste=22&docNum=CX3457199999.
Authority 
Published in 2006 by Thomson Gale, a leading publishing company for schools, libraries, and businesses.

Format
Hardcover; one volume divided into three sections.

Scope
Weighing in at 21.9 pounds, this tome contains over 586,000 acronyms, initialisms, and abbreviations on a wide variety of topics. 

Understandability
The intended audience is high school students and the general public. The index is organized alphabetically letter by letter and the writing is straightforward and easy to read.

Comprehensiveness
If there is any doubt as to the comprehensiveness, refer to the subtitle which lists at least 30+ fields covered. 

Currency
Copyright date is 2006. 

Cost
The new 2009 edition sells for $1250 

The Columbia Dictionary of Quotations

Citation
Andrews, R. The Columbia dictionary of quotations. (1993). New York: Columbia University Press.

Authority
This quotation dictionary is published by Columbia University Press; the fourth oldest university press in the United States. 

Format
Hardcover

Scope
This dictionary lists 18,000 quotes that are alphabetically arranged by their speaker. An effort has been made to include classic as well as contemporary quotations. 

Accuracy
Each quotation has a detailed accurate citation.

Emphasis
The quotations in this book have been chosen for their appeal based on relevance to modern life. Notable speakers weigh in on every topic from adoption and obesity to adolescence and leadership. 

Understandability
Written in a style that encourages browsing, this book has broad appeal from the casual reader to the serious student. 

Comprehensiveness
From Frank Zappa, Lenin, Marlon Brando, Desmond Tutu, to Emily Dickinson and Andrea Dworkin, this dictionary offers pearls of wisdom through the ages, many of which strike a humorous note. 

Currency
This edition was published in 1993. 

Value-added features
There are 1,500 alphabetically arranged subjects and in this edition there are more than 11,000 quotations that have never appeared in a quotation book before. 

Cost
$92.00

Dictionary of American Slang

Citation

Chapman, R. L., Wentworth, H., & Kipfer, B. A. (1995). Dictionary of American slang. 
New York: HarperCollins.

Authority
Published by HarperCollins Publishers, one of the world’s leading English-language publishers. 
Format
This edition is available in hardcover.

Scope

This third edition includes more than 19,000 terms of American slang, and covers all periods of American history, including the slang of gypsies, soldiers, African Americans and gays and lesbians to name a few of the categories of slang covered. 

Accuracy

The editors state that this is an “archive of the way America is really talking”, with terms researched for authenticity.

Understandability

Written for the casual reader, this edition includes pronunciation guides, word origins, and examples of appropriate usage. They also have highlighted slang that should never be used in proper social situations

Comprehensiveness

This edition pays close attention to the rapidly changing landscape of slang, in particular where technology is concerned. There are more than 2,000 new terms documenting the slang of the 1990s in great detail. 

Currency

While this is only the third edition in 35 years, the editors have made every effort to update the slang and have included an astonishing variety of slang from every subculture in American life.

Cost

The 4th edition published in 2007 is available for $45.

Merriam-Webster Online 

Citation

Merriam-Webster online. Retrieved 10 April, 2009, from http://www.m-w.com/.

Authority
Merriam-Webster is America's preeminent publisher of language-related reference works. They publish America’s best selling desk dictionary as well as a wide variety of electronic and print reference material.

Format

A classic dictionary in an online version, includes a thesaurus, Spanish /English and medical dictionary. Searching is simple, with no advanced option and there are 
many browsing options in the left sidebar. You may also browse the dictionary and medical dictionary in an A-Z format from the right sidebar.

Scope
Not just a dictionary, this online version based on the print Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, the site also included abbreviations, phrases, geographical and biographical names to name a few of the features. 

Understandability

This resource has a clear and understandable interface. The entries list part of speech, definition, synonyms with links and etymology plus the pronunciation with an audio option. Links are included for related topics. 
Currency

A number of the features are updated daily.

Value Added Features

There are many of these features listed on the left sidebar, including word of the day, word games, spelling bee hive, word for the wise and many more.

Cost

This online dictionary is free online, although a premium version is available for a subscription fee. 

Oxford English Dictionary

Citation
Oxford English dictionary. (1989). (2nd ed.). (20 vols.) New York: Clarendon Press/Oxford University Press. 

Purpose

The OED lists the purpose of this set is to organize the words that form the English language alphabetically, taking care to include information on etymology, pronunciation, and history.

Authority

The true authority on the evolution of the English language during the past 1000 years.  of Published in cooperation with Oxford University, a well-established publisher with over 500 years of experience.

Format

Available as a 20-volume hardcover set, on CD-ROM, or online.
Scope
Over 300,000 entries, with over 150,000 bold-type combinations and derivatives. There are close to 170,000 italicized phrases and approximately 137,000 pronunciations. 

Arrangement

The preliminary pages discuss the OED project, gives general information, keys for pronunciation, conventions, abbreviations and signs and a bibliography.

Entries

The word is in bold type, pronunciation is in parenthesis, followed by a definition, etymology, and a list of excerpts of usage with author and date.

Comprehensiveness

This is the definitive English language encyclopedia, exhaustively researched and compiled.  Revised entries are published online every three months. One hundred new entries are written each year.

Cost

$995 for the 20-volume set

Random House Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary

Citation
The Random House Webster's unabridged dictionary. (2005). (2d rev. ed.). New York: Random House.

Purpose

This edition provides standard and specialized vocabulary in addition to a wide variety of up-to-date, authoritative information. It offers a traditional look at language as well as up-to-date developments in language.

Authority

Random House has over fifty years of experience in dictionary publishing.

Scope

This edition has over 315,000 entries, 1,500 updated definitions and entries, and 2,400 illustrations and spot maps, etymology, biographical entries, and popular given names among the features.

Format

This hardcover dictionary comes in a single-volume. 
Arrangement
Entries are alphabetical and many additional sections are included. British, Canadian and Australian terms are covered, as wells as weights and measures, endangered species, regional dialects, a basic style manual, and commonly confused words.

Entries

Entries are listed alphabetically and include the part of speech and definition, synonyms and antonyms with examples of word use in phrases and sentences. Many entries also include usage problems, pronunciation, distinctions among synonyms, regional variations and dialects.

Special Features

This edition also comes with a CD-ROM.

Uses

An invaluable reference tool for students, writers, and professionals. 

Overall Evaluation

A must-have resource tool for all academic and public libraries.

Webster’s Third New International Dictionary of the English Language
Citation

Gove, P. B. (1986). Webster's third new international dictionary of the English 

language unabridged. Springfield, Mass., U.S.A.: Merriam-Webster.

Purpose

To provide definitions of words based on examples of popular usage.

Authority

Published by Webster, a reputable publisher with over a century of proven experience.

Scope

Advertised as the world’s most comprehensive dictionary, there are more that 450,000 definitions and an astounding 10 million usage examples.

Format

This hardcover dictionary is an impressive 12.5 pounds with 2,662 pages in a single-volume.  This edition is also produced in a CD-ROM version.

Arrangement
The preliminary pages include a preface, then a list of staff, explanatory charts and notes, guides to format and pronunciation, style tips, forms of address, a key to abbreviations and symbols, and much more. 
Entries

Word entries are divided into syllables and listed in bold typeface. This is followed by pronunciation, part of speech, etymology, and definition.

Special Features 

This version includes over 14,000 new words that are listed in a special Addenda Section, 140,000 etymology entries and 3,000 illustrations. 

Uses

An indispensible reference tool for students and writers alike.

Overall Evaluation

A valuable resource tool for both academic and public libraries.

YourDictionary

Citation
Webster's New World College Dictionary. 2009. Your Dictionary. 11 April 2009

 < www.yourdictionary.com/>

Purpose

This site provides a free online dictionary and thesaurus including definitions with audio pronunciation, a thesaurus and grammar tips. 

Authority

Information listed on the website, states it is owned by LoveToKnow Corporation, an online media company that is privately held. 

Scope

This site is a language portal with links to over 2,500 dictionaries in over 300 languages, in addition to glossary and reference articles, games, word of the day to name a few of the options.

Format

Online

Arrangement

The home page is well organized and provides links to all the features of the site.
Entries
On the word result page, the definition is listed with audio pronunciation, type of speech and definitions with links to explanations or additional definitions. There are also links to quoted, citation help, and other words this one is mentioned in. 

Special Features

This dictionary includes links to many specialty dictionaries, a word of the day, member word lists, a language forum, links to twitter, full Roget’s Thesaurus and Webster’s New World Dictionary definitions.

Uses

A comprehensive resource for all online translator, abbreviations, language study, and specialty dictionary needs.

Overall Evaluation

This is a well-organized portal for numerous language sites on the Internet. Drawing from many reputable dictionary and language aids such as Webster’s and Roget’s, this site appears to be accurate even though it’s authority is mostly through self-report.  This would be a good link for libraries looking for a free and accurate general dictionary.

Biographical Sources

Who Was Who 
Citation

Who was who: 1897-1995. (1929-1996). London: A & C Black.

Purpose

This directory compiles biographies of individuals previoiusly listed in Who's Who who where removed during the decades listed due to their death. This is an important companion guide to the Who's Who. 

Authority

A & C Black has been the authoritative publisher of Who’s Who for over 160 years.

Scope

Contains biographies of individuals listed in Who's Who, and who died and were removed for  specified decades.

Format
Print
Arrangement
Entries are arranged alphabetically by surname.
Entries

Entries are as they last appeared in the Who’s Who directory, updated for date of death and any other information that has changed since the previous Who’s Who publication. Information is listed across 20 biographical categories.

Special Features

Contains abbreviation listing. Supplemental Index available containing individuals appearing in Who Was Who volumes published from 1897 – 1980.

Uses

Used to keep the current edition of Who's Who up-to-date.

Overall Evaluation

This is an essential reference tool for libraries that include Who's Who in their collections. 

Who Was Who in America 
Citation
Who was who in America: 1897-1998. (1942-2000). New Providence, N.J.: Marquis.

Purpose

This directory is a companion guide to Who’s Who in America, providing biographies of individuals who were removed from the Who’s Who in America reference resource due to death.

Authority

Published by Marquis, respected publisher of reference tools.

Scope
This directory contains the biographies of individuals who died and were removed from Who’s Who from the years 1887 – 1998.
Format

Print

Arrangement

This arrangement is the same as in Who’s Who; alphabetically by surname.

Entries
The entries are identical to the last entry in the Who’s Who directory, updated for date of death and any other additions or changes noted since the previous Who’s Who was published. Entries list the following, if applicable: name, occupation, vital statistics, parents, marriage, children, education, professional certifications, career, career-related, writings and creative works, civic and political activities, military service, awards and fellowships, professional and association memberships, clubs and lodges, political affiliation, religion, home address, office address.

Uses

Can be used to determine year of death for individuals listed in Who’s Who in America.

Overall Evaluation

This companion volume to Who’s Who should be included in any collection that contains it. It is a valuable tool for anyone needing current biographical information on notable individuals in America.

Marquis Who's Who 
Citation

Marquis who’s who. (2005). New Providence, NJ: Marquis’ Who's who.

Purpose

This directory provides the reader biographical profiles of individuals who have contributed to their field of endeavor and who are considered notable and influential.

Authority

Published by Marquis, respected publisher of reference tools.

Scope
Over 100,000 entries on notable men and women who have made significant contributions in the fields of business, politics, healthcare, science and  entertainment and arts to name but a few.
Format

Published annually in two-volumes hardcover. This reference tool is also availabe online at http://marquiswhoswho.com/.

Arrangement
The arrange in this directory is alphabetical with the following indexes; geographic, names by city and state, a professional index which list individuals by name according to categories, and then by city and state.
Entries

All entries follow the same format; first the individual's person’s first and last name are capitalized and in bold typeface, followed by occupation, date and place of birth, family background, education, career, career related endeavors, awards, hobbies and special interests, family information and contact information.

Special Features

Portions of this and other Marquis’ works are also available for free on the web at http://www.marquiswhoswho.com/.

Uses

This directory will be useful in identifying biographical information including professional accomplishments of noteworthy Americans. Executives, journalists, educators, students, libraries, and researchers of all kinds will consult this reference tool for in-depth, accurate information.

Overall Evaluation

This is an important reference directory for public and academic libraries.

Who's Who 
Citation

Who's who 2008. (2007). London: A. & C. Black.

Purpose

This directory is an authoritative source for information on persons recognized as influential and foremost in their field of study.

Authority
First published by A & C Black in 1847, and then expanded in 1897 to include biographies of notable persons. A & C Black has been the authoritative publisher of Who’s Who for over 160 years.
Scope

This 2008 edition contains over 32,000 biographies, 1,000 of which are included for the first time. Included are notable individuals from all avenues of life including the arts, business and finance, the church, civil service, education, entertainment, sports, government, law, media, medicine, professional institutions, science, and the trade unions.

Format
Print and online subscription version.

Arrangement

Entries are arranged by surname in alphabetical order.

Entries

All entries follow a standard format that contains: full name, present post, date of birth, family information, education, career (in date order), publications, recreations, and address.

Special Features

In addition to an historical note and list of abbreviations, this edition also contains obituaries of deaths from mid-September 2006 to mid-September 2007. There is a separate entry for the Royal Family.

Uses

As with any directory of notable persons, the Who’s Who can be used to indentify biographical information on notable individuals who are still living.

Overall Evaluation

This is an important reference directory for public and academic libraries.

Who's Who in America 
Citation

Marquis Who's Who in America. (2009). In Marquis Who's Who in America. New 

Providence, NJ: Marquis Who's Who LLC. Retrieved April 11, 2009, from http://www.credoreference.com/entry/8811054/.

Purpose
Provides biographies of notable Americans and a select group of international individuals who have had impact on America.
Authority

Published by Marquis, respected publisher of reference tools.

Scope

Contains over 110,000 profiles of noteworthy individuals who have contributed to America through their endeavors. This edition has 41,000 new listings and 87,000 updated entries.

Format
This is available in print and online.

Arrangement

2 volume set, names are arranged alphabetically by surname. Contains geographical and professional indexes.

Entries

Entries list information on up to 20 different biographical categories such as: name, occupation, vital statistics, parents, marriage, children, education, professional accomplishments, etc.

Special Features

Contains full color tribute to several “difference markers” whose actions have had a profound impact on America.

Uses

This is an important biographical reference tool for networking, prospecting, fact-checking, and numerous other research purposes.

Overall Evaluation

Excellent resource for both academic and public libraries.

Who's Who in the World 

Citation

Credo Reference (Firm). (2007). Who's who in the world, 2008. New Providence, 

N.J.: Marquis Who's Who.

Purpose

Provides biographies of notable international figures.

Authority

Published by Marquis, respected publisher of reference tools.

Scope

This edition features more than 74,000 profiles of internationally prominent persons from a wide range of backgrounds, 40,000 of which were new in this edition.  Profiles include over 200 nations’ most noteworthy individuals who have made significant contributions to their chosen fields, society and the world. There are entries on political, business, and religious leaders, scientists, Nobel Prize winners, as well as royalty.

Format
Print.

Arrangement

The entries are arranged alphabetically by surname in a single volume.

Entries

Entries list the following available information in this order: name, occupation, vital statistics, parents, marriage, children, education, additional certifications, employment history, public and military service, professional awards, artistic endeavors, writings and creative works, civic and political activities, military service, awards and fellowships, professional and association memberships, avocations, home address, office address, email address

Special Features

In the preliminary pages there is a key to information, a table of abbreviations, Contains Professional Index with individuals arranged alphabetically by profession.

Uses

Can be used by researchers, historians, students, and others to assist with identification of noteworthy individuals.

Overall Evaluation

This directory is a general people directory that belongs in academic as well as public libraries.

Who's Who of American Women

Citation

Marquis Who's Who. (2008). Who's Who of American Women 2008-2009. Marquis 

Whos Who.

Purpose
This edition provides biographical information on American women based on noteworthy accomplishments, visibility, and importance in their given field.

Authority

Published by Marquis, respected publisher of reference tools.

Scope

Contains biographies of more than 40,000 American women.

Format
Print and online subscription version available.

Arrangement

Single volume arranged alphabetically by surname.

Entries

Entries list the following, if applicable: name, occupation, vital statistics, parents, marriage, children, education, professional certifications, career, career-related, writings and creative works, civic and political activities, military service, awards and fellowships, professional and association memberships, political affiliation, religion, home address, office address.

Special Features

This edition contains a Table of Abbreviations as well as a Then and Now, 1958 – 2008 section, which highlights extraordinary women from 1958 and their 2008 contemporaries.

Uses

This directory will be useful in identifying biographical information including professional accomplishments of noteworthy American women.

Overall Evaluation

This directory is a valuable reference tool for most academic and public libraries.

Directories

American Book Trade Directory
Citation

American book trade directory 2006-2007. (2006). (52nd ed.). Medford, NJ: Information Today.

Purpose

A directory of book wholesalers, importers, retailers, exporters, and associations.

Authority

Published by Information Today.

Scope

The current edition lists over 20,000 retail book outlets and over 1,000 wholesalers in the United States, Puerto Rico, Canada, and U.S. Territories.

Format
One hardcover volume

Arrangement
A Statistics section contains many graphs and charts. A list of abbreviations is included in the preliminary pages.  Section 1 lists retailers and antiquarians, listed by state, then by city, then by store. Section 2 lists wholesalers alphabetically by the name of the business. Section 3 lists  book trade information while section 4 lists dealers in foreign language books. The index is listed in section 5 and section 6 is an index by store names, listing them by city and state.
Entries

Entries are comprehensive listing all pertinent information on booksellers worldwide. The information included covers retailers, genre of books they sell, owner name, address, phone number, specialties, etc.

Overall Evaluation

Public and academic libraries should include this in their collection
American Library Directory

Citation

American library directory, 2007-2008. (2007). Medford, N.J.: Information Today.

Format

Comes in a two volume print set and an online version.

Scope

Has entries for 30,000 libraries – public, college, law, medical, university, community colleges, armed forces, governmental, religious, and special. 

Arrangement

Volume 1 lists public, academic, and special libraries in the United States. Volume 2 lists public, academic, and special libraries in Canada and Mexico as well as consortia, and school systems.

Currency/Accuracy

The information comes from either the library itself or from public sources.  It gives very detailed information and is updated annually.

Associations on the Net

Citation

http://www.ipl.org/div/aon/
Format
Associations on the Net is part of the internet site of Internet Public Library.

Scope

This is from the IPL website: “The IPL Associations on the Net (AON) is a collection of over 2000 Internet sites providing information about a wide variety of professional and trade associations, cultural and art organizations, political parties and advocacy groups, labor unions, academic societies, and research institutions. Abstracts summarizing information about the association and its site are provided.”

Arrangement

This site is organized by subject: arts & humanities; business & economics; computers & Internet; education; entertainment and leisure; health and medical sciences; law, government, & political science; reference; science & technology; and social sciences.

Currency/Accuracy

The information on this site is current as long as the sites linked from the IPL stay current.

D&B Million Dollar Director

Citation

Dun and Bradstreet, inc. (2009). D & B Million dollar directory: America's leading public & private companies : top 50,000. Bethlehem, PA: Dun & Bradstreet.

Format

Comes in print and online version.

Scope

This directory provides complete contact information for American corporation, it lists locations, ownership, DUNS number, SIC codes, information on annual sales, officers, directors, state of incorporation, and parent company.

Arrangement

Volumes 1 through 3 list businesses alphabetically. Vol. 4 is cross-referenced by location and Vol. 5 is a cross-referenced by industry SIC code.

Currency/Accuracy

Print version is published annually, online version updated continuously.
Encyclopedia of Associations: National Organizations of the U.S.
Citation

Encyclopedia of Associations. (2007). Gale / Cengage Learning.

Format

There are print, CDROM, and Online versions.

Scope

Lists 23,000 American membership organizations for almost every type of interest.  They range from national and international to local and regional.  Also includes non-membership, non-profit and for-profit organizations.

Arrangement

There are 18 subject sections, and name and keyword indices.  Entries are then listed within these sections in alphabetic order.

Currency/Accuracy

Updated annually.

The Foundation Directory
Citation

Jacobs, D. G. (2008). The Foundation directory, 2008. New York: Foundation Center

Format

There are both print and online versions.

Scope

Information on the 10,000 largest foundations that award grants in the United States

Arrangement

Arranged alphabetically by state and then by foundation name.

Entries

The legal name of the foundation is listed in bold print. Entries include prior names, address, phone number, foundation type, year-end date, assets, asset type, gifts received, expenditures, employee matching gifts, programs, loans, purpose and activities.

Special Features
There are seven indexes for quick cross-referencing. The various indexes include links to donors, officers, and trustees, geographic index, international giving, index, support index, subject index and foundation name index.

Literary Market Place, 2000

http://www.literarymarketplace.com/

Citation

Information Today, Inc. (2008). Literary market place: LMP 2009 : the directory of the American book publishing industry with industry yellow pages. Medford, NJ: Information Today.

Format

This resource is available in both a print and online version.  This is published annually in two volumes.

Arrangement

Volume one includes information-book publishers, events, courses and awards, and books and magazines of the trade. Volume two includes information on suppliers to the publishing industry. Advertisers, marketers, publicists, book manufacturers, sales distributors are listed

Entries

Entries are listed alphabetically by name, address, telephone number and communication data, key personnel, company information, branch offices, and annotations.

Special Features

Industry Yellow Pages, searchable by company name or personnel, are included as well as a publishers’ toll free directory, index to sections, and index to advertisers.

PhoneDisc

This resource has been discontinued.
Standard & Poor’s Register of Corporations, Directors and Executives

Citation

Standard and Poor's Corporation. (2009). Standard & Poor's register of corporations, directors and executives. New York: Standard & Poor's Corp
Format
There is a print and an online version available.

Scope

First published in 1928, Standard & Poor’s it is an industry standard for locating credit ratings, investment research and data on 75,000 corporations, 390,000 executives and 77,000 managers.

Arrangement

This directory comes in three volumes.  Volume 1 lists corporations alphabetically, volume 2 lists individuals alphabetically, and volume 3 contains indexes for cross-referencing.

Currency/Accuracy

The print version is an annual publication while the online version is updated on a regular basis.

Thomas Register of American Manufacturers

http://www.thomasNet.com/

Citation

Thomas Publishing Company. (2006). Thomas register of American manufacturers, 2006. New York: Thomas Pub.

Format

The print was discontinued in 2006 and is only available online.

Scope

This directory lists information on suppliers in North America. Over 650,000 manufacturers and service companies are listed across over 67,000 categories.

Arrangement

The interface is clean and easy to use, with a prominent search box to locate information on suppliers.

Currency/Accuracy

The online version is updated frequently.

The World of Learning. 59th ed.

Citation
The Europa world of learning 2009. (2008). London: Routledge

Format
Comes in a two volume print version and an online version.  The print version was first published in 1948.  I reviewed the 2008 print version.

Scope

This directory gives information on 30,000 colleges, universities, libraries, archives, research institutions, museums, and galleries worldwide. Professors are listed according to the subject(s) they teach along with personal data.

Arrangement

All entries provide name, address, telephone & fax, e-mail & website address, principal personnel, activities & publications and where they are available. Entries are listed in alphabetic order by country, then by type, except in the United States where they are listed by state in alphabetic order.

Currency/Accuracy

The print version is published annually and updated through direct contact with the institutions as well as research on the internet and press sources. The online version is updated on a regular basis.

AnyWho Directories

Citation

http://www.anywho.com/

Format

Free online resource provided by AT&T.

Format

You will find residential and business listings from local telephone white pages and business information from Yellow Page listings.

Arrangement

Database can be searched by 3 methods: Person, Business, or Reverse Look-up/Telephone number

Entries

Entries provide, when applicable, name, address, telephone number, maps & directions, and nearby businesses. Personal entries also povide a link to person's classmates.com profile.
Special Features

Allows reverse look-up of telephone numbers.

Uses

Can be used to find contact information for residential or business phone listings.

Overall Evaluation

Good resource to locate residential and business listing because it is easy to use. 
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