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Bibliographies and Library Catalogs
American Book Publishing Record

Citation

American book publishing record cumulative (1992). New Providence, N.J.: R.R. Bowker.

Purpose   

This is a catalog of all the books published or distributed in the United States every year.

Authority

It is published by the U.S. ISBN and SAN agency, Bowker.

Scope

It offers over 73,000 cataloging records.  It is published yearly with monthly updates.

Format

It is one volume with supplements.

Arrangement

Data is arranged by subject in the Dewey Decimal Classification.  There is also a separate section on adult and juvenile fiction.  Title, author, and subject guide indexes are available.  

Entries

The entries are from MARC record data.  They hold Library of Congress Classification Numbers and Control Numbers, binding, distribution, and price.

Special features

Its frequent publications allow for current information on newly published works.

Use and overall evaluation

American Book Publishing Record is beneficial to librarians because new versions are available monthly.  This allows them to keep aware of newly published works

Bibliographic Index: A Cumulative Bibliography of Bibliographies

Citation

Bibliographic index: A cumulative bibliography of bibliographies. (2006). New York: H.W. Wilson.

Purpose    

This index provides bibliographies on all subjects, and offering citations to books and journal articles, and pamphlets.

Authority

This index is published by the well-known and respected H.W. Wilson Company.

Scope

It has bibliography entries from over 2,600 periodicals, covering all subjects.  It is published three times a year with annual accumulations.  Aside from English, it is published in a number of languages including Dutch, German, and Scandinavian, Slavic, and Romance languages

Format

This index is one volume with supplements.

Arrangement

Citations are listed under Library of Congress subject headings, and listed alphabetically.

Entries
Entries provide information such as the title, author, publication, and ISBN.
Special features

Library of Congress subject headings make for easy searching.     

Use and overall evaluation

I would recommend its online database version, The Bibliographic Index Plus instead.  It offers faster searching, more bibliographies, a library holdings indicator, and is updated daily.

Books In Print

Citation

Booksinprint.com Professional.  Retrieved March 12, 2009 from http://www.booksinprint.com/bip/

Purpose

Books in Print has information on in-print, out-of-print, and forthcoming books, audio, and videos.

Authority

This database is part of Bowker, U.S. ISBN and SAN Agency.

Scope
The database offers over 7.5 million items in their collection.  It has 6.7 million books, over two thousand audio books, and over three thousand videos.  The publications go back to the 1970s, but they do have reprints of older sources.  The site is updated daily.
Format

Booksinprint.com is an online database.

Arrangement

The database is most commonly searched with a QuickSearch, which allows the user to search by keyword, author/contributor, title, or IBSN/UPC, and if they want to also choose the status (in or out of print or forthcoming), and the format.  Advanced search options are also available, some of the options being works awarded or nominated for awards, country, publication year or name, review source, and price among others.  

Entries

Entries include the entry, the author, the publisher, the ISBN or UPC, the format, the date, the price, and availability.  The user can also determine if the titles have reviews, a synopsis, and a full text preview available.

Special Features

It comes with access to several databases:  Patron Books in Print is an easy-to-use database for library patrons, Fiction Connection makes fiction recommendations easier, and the Non-Fiction Connection makes non-fiction recommendations.  Hot New Releases gives the release date of books anticipated in the next 5 months. Forthcoming Book Room - Subject Spotlight gives a preview of future releases within a specific subject.  New releases by previous award winners, and what they think will be bestsellers.  Books in Print also offer complimentary training and remote linking from the user website.

Use and Overall Evaluation

This site offers many searching options, including by age group, which would be convenient in a public library.  It also makes useful suggestions for current and forthcoming works.  It would be a very useful tool to have in a public library.  

British Books in Print

Citation

British books in print. (2009). [Dialog file 430].  J. Whitaker & Sons Ltd.

Purpose

British Books in Print is used for searching books published within the UK, or published elsewhere but available within the UK and in English.

Authority
This database is provided by J. Whitaker & Sons Ltd., one of the top publishers in the UK.  However, the publishers have submitted all data.

Scope

This database contains information on over a million books, audiotapes, and CDs. Periodicals, serial publications, limited circulation publications, and subscription-only publications are all ineligible for publication.  Information is submitted two years prior to its publication.  New versions are available annually.

Format

British Books in Print is a Dialog Database

Arrangement

This database can be searched by abstract, descriptor terms, language note, title.  Advanced search options are available if one wants to search with more specifications.

Entries

An entry provides the title, author, ISBN, status, publisher, publication date, print status, binding, country of publication, summary, book information (size, pages), Dewey Decimal number, intellectual level, and subject heading.

Special features

This database gives an intellectual level in entries, giving more information on who various sources are appropriate for.

Use and overall evaluation

This database is appropriate if specifically searching for sources published in the UK. Although the database does contain works published in the US, if the search does not require works from the UK then it would be more convenient to use another database.

Children’s Catalog

Citation

Price, A. & Yaakov, J. (1996). Children’s catalog. (17th ed.). New York: H.W. Wilson.

Purpose    

This is a catalog of works appropriate for children from preschool to sixth grade.  It also has information on literature for children's librarians.

Authority

This catalog is published by the well-known and respected H.W. Wilson Company.

Scope
It contains over 13,500 entries, providing information on “fiction and nonfiction works, story collections, picture books, graphic novels, and magazines”

(http://www.hwwilson.com/print/childcat.cfm#Print).  

Format

It consists of a 1,250 page hard cover volume published in 2006 and 3 paperback supplements around 170 pages each from the following three years.

Arrangement

It contains a classified catalog organized in Dewey Decimal Classification and separate categories for each subject.  It also has an author, title, subject and analytical index with all entries, and an annotated list of recommended web resources.

Entries

Entries include authors name, title, subject, editor, publisher, price, ISBN, subject headings, brief descriptions, and occasional reviews.

Special features

It now covers graphic novels for children, and periodical recommendations.

Use and overall evaluation

Children’s Catalog provides a good deal of information on possible works appropriate for a children's library collection, making it a handy guide for shaping a children's collection.

Cumulative Book Index
Citation 

Cumulative book index: World list of books in the English language. (1933). N.Y.: H. W. Wilson Company.  

 Purpose

A listing of books in English published worldwide, with a focus on US publications. Considered to be a supplement to United States Catalog also put out by H.W. Wilson. 

 Authority
The first index put out by H.W. Wilson. 

 Scope

A comprehensive listing of books and pamphlets published in English.  Put out monthly with annual cumulations. 

Format
Printed format since 1898, CD-Rom version since 1987.  Ceased publishing in 2000. 
Arrangement
Author, subject, and title entries are intermixed and arranged together alphabetically. 

Entries 

Full bibliographic information plus descriptions, prices, ISBN number and Library of Congress card number. 

Special Features
Also contained a directory of publishers and distributors including addresses. 

Use and Overall Evaluation

Ceased publication in 2000. May remain useful for verification of older titles. 

Fiction Catalog

Citation

H.W. Wilson Company, Bacon, C., Cook, D.E. & Monro, I.S. (1908). Fiction catalog. New York [etc.]: H.W. Wilson. 

 Purpose
A guide to fiction books written in English or translated into English.  This is not a comprehensive guide but a selective one.  Librarians from public libraries in a variety of geographical areas choose the selections. 
Authority

Published by H.W. Wilson since 1908 and considered a comprehensive bibliography of recommended fiction. 

Scope 

Hardcover editions published in the US, or published in Canada or UK and distributed in the US.  Out of print titles are included.  Large print editions published in hardcover are identified.   

Format 

There is both a print and an online version.  The online version is updated continuously.  The print version includes annual supplements as updates. 

Arrangement

The catalog consists of three parts:  an author index, a title & subject index, and a directory of publishers and distributors. 

Entries 

The author index is alphabetical by last name followed by bibliographical information and a descriptive summary and sometimes an excerpt of a review. Within the title and 

subject index, each book is listed followed by the name of the author.  You must then refer to Part 1 for the descriptive entry for the book. The directory of publishers and distributors gives contact and ordering information of the books listed.  

Special Features

Printed version: Includes an abridged edition of 1908 catalog issued under title: English prose fiction ... list of about 800 titles. 
The online version has these special features: 

· Entries link to additional review excerpts from Book Review Digest Plus database.  
· Retrieves records in machine-readable MARC format.  
· Can instantly check your library’s holdings via a link to your OPAC.  
· Search descriptive and critical annotations for specific words.  
· Search simultaneously with other Wilson databases, including Readers’ Guide.  

Use and Overall Evaluation

An excellent reference source for recommending fiction for adults. 

Forthcoming Books

Citation 

Arny, R. (1966). Forthcoming books. New York: R.R. Bowker Co.]. 

Purpose
To index books scheduled to be published and to update information found in the current edition of Books in Print. 

Authority
Part of Books in Print, one of the most comprehensive reference sources of its kind. 

Scope
Includes books covering all topics.  All types of editions and binding are listed.   

Does not include periodicals, serials, E-books, on-demand books, and books not available to the trade or general public. 

Format 
Print version is published four times a year – March, June, September, December. 

Online version called Forthcoming Room is part of the Books In Print online database. 

Arrangement
Entries are arranged alphabetically by ALA rules.  Have separate subject, author, and title indexes. 

Entries
Entries include as much bibliographic information as available.  Can contain up to 22 items of information. 
Special Features
The introductory pages have sample entries with a detailed explanation of each type of information included in the entries.  Also has pages listing abbreviations used, language codes, and publication country code. 

Use and Overall Evaluation

An invaluable guide for determining what new information will become available soon on any topic. 

Fulltext Sources Online

Citation

Fulltext Sources Online January 2007. (2007). Information Today.  

Purpose

A directory of publications that have their full text accessible online. 

Authority

Published by Information Today, which has had a good reputation among information professionals since its inception. 

Scope

Include magazines, journals, newspapers, newswires, newsletters, and transcripts of TV and radio programs. Does not include abstracts, directories, financial data, and statutes. 

Format
Print and online versions.  Online version updated weekly. 

Arrangement

Separate indexes by subject, geographic area, language, and aggregator (database). 

Print version comes in two volumes.  Volume 1 is A-I, Volume 2 is J-Z. 

Entries 

Within each type of index, entries are listed alphabetically.  Entries include website address as well as all databases that contain it. 

Special Features

Indicates the lag time between print publication and availability of text online. 
Use and Overall Evaluation
Good to use for finding articles on any topic and knowing exactly what websites or databases to go to get them. Entries can be a little confusing, however they do supply a key to help you read them. 
Gale Directory of Publications and Broadcast Media

Citation

Gale directory of publications and broadcast media. (2009). New York: Gale/Cengage Learning 

Purpose 

To list current media outlets in the US and Canada. Includes some international. 

Authority

The definitive media source since 1869.  Formerly called Ayer Directory of Publications. 

Scope

Covers approximately 58,000 newspapers, magazines, and journals as well as radio, television, and cable stations.  Does not include newsletters or directories. 

Format 

Printed version in 5 volumes, or an online version. 

Arrangement 

Volumes 1-2 are a state-by-state plus Canada index, Vol 3 a variety of other types of indexes including subject and publisher indexes, Vol 4 regional market index, Vol 5 international listings 

Entries 

Provides the name or title; owner or publisher; address; phone, fax, telex, and other numbers; names of editors and other contacts; a description including circulation size, price, frequency of distribution, advertising rates, subject coverage, availability in alternative formats, dimensions, printing methods.  

Special Features
Information is compiled in a number of different types of indexes. 

Use and Overall Evaluation
Very in-depth coverage of media sources.  Excellent for businesses looking to advertise in a certain market, press releases, or even people looking for employment in media companies. 

OCLC – Worldcat

Citation

OCLC Online Union Catalog. Dublin, Ohio: OCLC. (Online on FirstSearch as Worldcat)

Purpose

WorldCat Link Manager is open, interoperable link-server software that OCLC provides as a fully supported, hosted service. When your library users click a journal citation in your catalog or in your electronic databases, they are taken directly to the full content of 
the article in your collection. WorldCat Link Manager is an OpenURL linking and listing service that allows users to link from an article citation in WorldCat to the full-text version of the article. WorldCat Link Manager "puts it all together" for libraries that don’t need the hassles of running their own link-server operation

Authority

OCLC – Online Provider

Scope
WorldCat Link Manager comes with a knowledgebase of over 90,000 journal records and more than 3 million records of aggregator/provider data, including 500,000 eBook records that are refreshed monthly. Library staff can modify title coverage information to accurately reflect the resources in their collections.

Format

WorldCat Link Manager not only shows full-text availability in your library, but also guides library users to relevant information by linking to library OPACs, online ILL forms, document delivery services, citation databases, bookstore sites or Internet search engines. It enables title search capabilities, as well as browsing by subject, publisher, database or package.

Arrangement & Entries

WorldCat Link Manager provides the complete set of titles available to your users, including those that are freely available. It enables title search capabilities, as well as browsing by subject, publisher, database or package. Library users don't have to know what titles are available in which database. WorldCat Link Manager navigates them to full text regardless of where they begin a search (WorldCat.org, OCLC FirstSearch, Google Scholar, Gale InfoTrac, ProQuest, EBSCOHost or other abstracting and indexing services).

Special Features

· Customizable knowledgebase. WorldCat Link Manager comes with a knowledgebase of over 90,000 journal records and more than 3 million records of aggregator/provider data, including 500,000 eBook records that are refreshed monthly. Library staff can modify title coverage information to accurately reflect the resources in their collections.
· In addition, WorldCat Link Manager continuously tracks the coverage of over 100 of the top journal aggregators from ACM to Wiley InterScience, so it's easy for you to decide when you want to add additional links to eContent in your catalog.

· Your holdings in the formats you need. With a single click you can download your holdings data in ONIX Serials Online Holdings (SOH) format, tab-delimited text and PubMed LinkOut format. Your ONIX SOH titles list can be used for other resource management services, such as OCLC's eSerials Holdings service.
· Usage statistics. WorldCat Link Manager tracks title usage to support analysis of which titles are most or least used. COUNTER- (Counting Online Usage of Networked Electronic Resources) formatted statistics are also available.
· Powerful linking. WorldCat Link Manager comes with a powerful linking engine that is preconfigured with thousands of linking methods. If your library is an affiliate of CrossRef, WorldCat Link Manager has built-in software to take full advantage of both DOI and CrossRef linking systems.

· Your library's look and feel. OCLC will customize your WorldCat Link Manager interface with the Web design you specify. With WorldCat Link Manager, your users will never be confused by third party branding—your library's branding will consistently display to your users.

Use and Overall Evaluation

I think this is very useful! There is so much you can find online as well as all the special features to customize the searches and finds to your specific needs. Users can catalog exactly what they want, how they want it.

Jake: Jointly Administered Knowledge Environment

Citation

Jake: Jointly Administered Knowledge Environment: The First Open Source OpenURL Link-Server. www.jake.openly.com

Purpose

To find online journals or databases

Authority

1999-2000 Cushing/Whitney Medical Library Yale University School of Medicine

© 2000-2003 Openly Informatics, Inc.Journal Descriptions © 2003 Genamics

Scope

an online database
Format
Online only, not in print.

Arrangement

Database is searched by typing in the name of a journal or database. Jake then gives you the top hits that matched your search.
Entries
Are given a Jake ID number, followed by the ISSN number, followed by how many databases are indexed with this entry, and finally how many databases have the full text 

Special Features

Gives the ISSN number, online link and what database the journal is available in

Magazines for Libraries

Citation

Katz, B. Magazines for Libraries. 13th edition. New Providence, NJ: R.R. Bowker, 2004.

Purpose

It’s a review of publications for all serials collections

Authority

Published by the world-renown publisher R.R. Bowker since 1969

Scope

Publishes yearly

Format
1 large volume with a CD-Rom available with an online resource available.

Arrangement

The periodicals in the book are listed alphabetically by title, under the subjects given in the Contents. They are numbered sequentially.

Entries

Are listed with: Title, ISSN, Frequency, Price, Editor, Publisher and Address, Internet, Index, Circulation, Date Volume Ends, CD-Rom, Online, Indexed, Books reviews and annotations. 

Relation to Similar Works

This is the 13th edition published of this work. Originally started in 1969 it is updated annually with a list of deleted entries from former editions in the front of the reference.

Use & Overall Evaluation

Overall I feel this book is very useful. A reader can easily search for a magazine and find not only an ISSN number, online resource but also a description or annotation of the magazine. I find this very useful for someone who is doing quick research or who needs a starting point for further research.

New Serial Titles

Citation

New Serial Titles: A Union List of Serials Held by Libraries in the United States and Canada. Washington D.C.: Library of Congress, 1953-. Monthly with cumulations.

Purpose

A union list of serials held by libraries in the US and Canada

Authority

Library of Congress Cataloging Distribution Service and American Library Association

Scope

A two volume annual cumulation of new publications and publications whose titles have changed

Format

Two large volumes with entries listed alphabetically as well as eventual computerized support.

Arrangement

Entries are included, alphabetically, for all titles based on titles cataloged by the Library of Congress and cooperating libraries. Entries for serials, which are not in the Roman alphabet, are created through use of Romanization schemes accepted by the American Library Association.

Entries

Entries are presented in a traditional “catalog card” format. 

Special Features

Alphabetically listed titles make for easy searching, as well as the notation of any title changes 

Use & Overall Evaluation

There is a lot of information in two large volumes, which make for heavy reading. There are also no subject headings so one must know the name of the publication before searching, which is also a bit difficult.
National Union Catalog Pre-1956 Imprints

Citation

National Union Catalog Pre-1956 Imprints, A Cumulative Author List Representing Library of Congress Printed Cards and Titles Reported by Other American Libraries. 754 vols. London:Mansell, 1968-1981
Purpose

A repertory of the principal portions of cataloged collections of the major research libraries in the US and Canada.

Authority
American Library Association and Bemrose UK Ltd.

Scope
All works in the Catalog were printed or in the case of manuscripts written before 1956. Used with the current National Union Catalog issued by the Library of Congress, these two catalogs provide a continuous record of the printed word from the invention of movable type to the present day.

Format

in computer output microform

Arrangement

Three parts: NUC Books, NUC Audiovisual Materials and NUC Cartographic Materials. Each of these parts appears as a Register with indexes.

Entries

Indexes are: A name index (author/corporate name), a title index; a subject index; and a series index. Items in the registers are numbered in the sequence they are added. Items in the indexes are in alphabetical order. 

Special Features

Each main entry is uniquely identified by a simple alphanumeric code. The first entry under each letter of the alphabet begins a new numerical sequence, which runs consecutively through the alphabetic segment. Each main entry is assigned an identifier, which locates within that sequence and which is in the form of seven digits preceded by the appropriate letter of the alphabet.

Use & Overall Evaluation

This is very useful since this catalog, together with the newly printed version, provide a continuous record of the printed word from the invention of movable type. This is extremely important for not only history but for anyone who is searching for a print that was created.
PubList.com ~ (NF)
Citation

PubList.com. Infotrieve. http://www.publist.com/  

Purpose

This site provides access to documents of magazine and journal articles, book chapters, conference papers, newsletters among its over 150,000 publications in print and digital format. This is a fee-based service and supplies documents that adhere to copyright laws.

Authority  

Frederick Bowes, III, a prominent figure in publishing, founded PubList.com in 1988 to provide document delivery services to the information industry, including businesses and libraries. In 2000, Infotrieve purchased PubList.com as an addition to the services it already provided in document delivery. Infotrieve provides document delivery, staff and technology services for 50% of the Fortune 500 companies in addition to colleges and universities, specialized, and public libraries.

Scope

Based on information on the PubList.com website, this is the only web-based reference for over 150, 00 domestic and international print and electronic publications including magazines, journals, e-journals, newsletters, and monographs".

Format

PubList.com is only available online. There are no print or CD-ROM versions.

Arrangement

This database of more than 150,000 magazines, journals, newsletters, & other periodicals is searchable by title, subject, publisher and ISSN. It is browseable by complete lists of title, publisher and subject. There are advanced search capabilities and a detailed explanation of how to conduct a complete search, how to narrow your search if you get too many hits and how to broaden your search if you retrieve too few results. There is guidance on the use of abbreviations and acronyms as well as 50 stop words that will hinder your search.

Entries

PubList.com is currently undergoing improvements and the database is not available for searching.

Use and overall evaluation

Based on the information available on this website and the quality of the additional Infotrieve databases such as Medline and ArticleFinder, this would be a valuable resource for free retrieval of journal, magazine, newspaper and other periodicals. The format is 
user-friendly and the interface is simple and straightforward with clear instructions for even the novice searcher.

The Reader's Adviser ~ (NF)
Citation

Sader, Marion (Ed.). (1994). The reader's adviser  (14th ed.) (Vols. 1-6). New Providence, New Jersey: R.R. Bowker/Reed Reference Publishing. 

Purpose

This bibliographic source offers a readers' advisory reference for librarians and patrons to aid them in the selection of what the editors consider to be the world's greatest books and writings.

Authority

The idea for this advisory first originated from a bookseller, Bessie Graham, in 1921 as a guide for booksellers. This bibliographic source has been considered the seminal work in reader's advisory since its inception. Jennie Flexner, founder of the New York Library's reader's advisory advocated its use from the time it was first published to the time she retired. Because it was founded for booksellers, this series is not only a guide to the classics but incorporates contemporary as well as controversial literature. With 50,000 new titles published each year, The Reader's Adviser relies on volume and chapter editors who are specialists in their field to decide what to include and what to leave out.

Scope

There are six volumes including the index, which cover the best of nearly everything available in the United States today that is written in English. These six volumes have 110 chapters written by 120 contributors. The scope of this source is extensive, ranging from technology to ancient poetry to Renaissance philosophy to the ethics of modern medicine.

Format

The Reader's Adviser is available in print format with a new edition published approximately every five years. This reference source has no illustrations. All of the volumes are compiled and published at the same time, in the manner of encyclopedias. With this 14th edition, the size of the book has increased from 6" x 9" to 7" x 10".

Arrangement

This source is broken down into five volumes with a sixth index volume. The volumes are arranged as follows:

    * Volume 1: The Best Reference Works, British Literature, and American Literature

         David Scott Kastam and Emory Elliott, Volume editors

    * Volume 2: The Best in World Literature, Robert DiYanni, Editor
    * Volume 3: The Best in Social Sciences, History, and the Arts, John G. Dproat, Editor

    * Volume 4: The Best in Philosophy and Religion, Robert S Ellwood, Editor

    * Volume 5: The Best in Science, Technology, and Medicine, Carl Mitcham and    

          William F. Williams, Editors
Entries

Entries are listed alphabetically and are extensively annotated. In addition to books that are in print, this reference also includes valuable out of print works that most mid-size public libraries still have on their shelves. ISBN and prices are now included with each entry. The index is located in Volume 6 as well as individual indexes in each volume of names, titles and subjects.
Relation to similar works

This is currently the 14th edition of this work. Originally published in one volume, by 1968 there were 2 volumes, by 1977 there were 3 and by 1988 there were 6 volumes including the index.

Use and Overall Evaluation

Listed at $700.00 for the complete set, this would be a worthwhile addition to all but the smallest of public libraries. The format has not changed significantly in almost ninety years providing essential guidance from general information to specific knowledge for everyone from students to teachers, from librarians to casual and serious readers as well as booksellers.

Standard Periodical Directory ~ (NF)
Citation

Standard Periodical Directory. 27th ed. New York: Oxbridge Communications, 2004.

Purpose

This directory provides comprehensive information on periodicals published in the United States and Canada.

Authority

Published by Oxbridge Communications, Inc, a well-respected and authoritative source of listings and information on periodicals in the United States and Canada. Their database contains over 70,000 listings and is used by census bureaus, copyright agencies, and post offices.

Scope

First published in 1964, the Standard Periodical Directory is considered the gold standard for research and reference questions on periodicals. This directory has over 2,000 pages 
with information on over 60,000 journals, magazines, newsletters, newspapers, yearbooks, online publications, college publications and directories.

Format

This one volume publication comes in hardcover, with some older editions available in paperback. Oxbridge Communications also offers this directory bundled together with the Oxbridge Directory of Newsletters, the National Directory of Catalogs, and the National Directory of Magazines as an online database called MediaFinder.

Arrangement

This print directory allows for browsing by title, type of format, subject, and geographical location. The online database allows searches by titles, circulation, category, print specifications, etc. Results are sortable by title, circulation, publication type, titles by company or state. Subscription options include the ability to download search results.
Entries

More than 16,000 magazine entries are arranged alphabetically with circulation information, ISSN numbers, and the names of key staff members, subscription rates and advertising information. There are separate entries for over 15,000 newsletters, loose-leaf publications, email newsletters, and other media publications. More than 2,800 publications by college students, which are hard-to-find outside of college campuses are arranged geographically by city and state in addition to the name of the college or university. Daily and weekly newspapers are also arranged in this geographical format. There are over 3,000 directories and databases listed as well as over 12,000 professional, technical and scientific journals.

Use and Overall Evaluation

The Standard Periodical Directory is an extremely comprehensive and authoritative guide to periodicals in Canada and the United States. The online database, MediaFinder, is $1295 a year and the 2009 hardcover directory is listed at $1895. It should prove to be a valuable collection development tool for librarians as well as a reference tool for patrons, especially those seeking business related information. 

Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory ~ (NF)
Citation

Ulrich's periodical directory. (41st ed.). New Providence, New Jersey: Bowker LLC.

Purpose

This directory has provided comprehensive information on international periodicals since 1932. It is considered an essential reference source for serials and contains the most up-to-date bibliographic information on newspapers, magazines, and journals. This reference is a must for any serials librarian.
Authority
Ulrich's Periodicals Directory has been the authoritative source for information on international periodicals for over 75 years.

Scope

This edition has information on over 172,000 serials published throughout the world. Bibliographic and access information for serials users, and subscription rates to the latest websites is included. Twenty different document delivery services are indexed that offer full text articles from over 55,000 serials listed in this publication. In addition to these offerings, this edition covers over 30,000 serials available exclusively online or in addition to the hard copy. 5,539 serials are indicated as available on CD-ROM and are identified by the use of a bullet in the title index and a notation in the main entry. 11,000 entries were added this past year.

Format

Ulrich's Periodicals Directory is available in hardcover, CD-ROM, and through online subscription.
Arrangement

The 2003 edition is a four volume set organized and cross-referenced under 896 subject headings. Information is classified and cross-referenced under 896 subject headings. Since the 21st edition, each entry is assigned at least one Dewey Decimal Classification System number.

    * Volumes 1-3 classify information alphabetically and by subject.

    * Volume 4 classifies irregular serials and annuals.

    * Volume 5 lists newspaper indexes, US newspaper indexes, online serials, online services, a newspaper section divided into dailies, weeklies, then lists by name and geographic breakdown

Entries

Each entry contains extensive information on title, publisher, address and telephone numbers, editor, year first published, ISSN, Dewey Decimal and Library of Congress classification numbers, and British Library Shelf Mark. You will also find information on document delivery services, circulation, advertising rates, abstracts, online and CD-ROM availability, rights and permissions contacts, subject headings and subject codes, subscription and price information. A dagger icon in the title index identifies periodicals that have ceased publication and the 3,600 new serials that have been added since January 1, 2000 are identified by an upside down solid triangle.

Use and overall evaluation

This is a must-have periodicals directory for any public or academic library. Ulrich's keeps the information listed current and up-to-date by mailing inquiries annually to almost 80,000 publishers. They also allow publishers to update their information online on Bowker's website. Because most publishers establish prices for the upcoming year between the months of May and October, Ulrich’s publishes this directory in November to ensure the most up-to-date prices. Due to increasing costs, Ulrich no longer publishes 
an Update so updated information is available at their website www.ulrichsweb.com. Because of their on-going inquiries, they also include serials, which have ceased or suspended publication. The list price for this directory is $966. A nice inclusion in the preliminary pages is a listing of serials librarians who have won the Bowker / Ulrich’s Serials Librarianship Awards.

What Do I Read Next? Reader's Adviser ~ (NF)
Citation

What Do I Read Next? Reader's adviser. Thompson Gale.

http://0-rqst-agent.auto-graphics.com.csulib.ctstateu.edu/LoginModule/Goto.aspx?cuid=rqst&dataid=52 d

Purpose

What do I Read Next? is a readers' advisory database that provides the most up-to-date recommendations for any genre of book lover. Now, when a patron asks, "What do I read next?" librarians have an excellent resource that is easy enough for readers of all ages to use.
Authority      

Gale has relied on librarians, book and literary critics, as well as experts in the field, including top editors, to compile recommendations of the "best of the best" fiction and non-fiction books published nationally as well as internationally.      

Scope

Because Gale has relied on the recommendations of experts in the field of literature, many of the titles on this database are award winners or best sellers. In addition, many of the titles appear on recommended reading lists available through schools, book groups, and public libraries. There are over 115,000 titles in the database covering all the genres, from historical fiction to horror to romance and even non-fiction.  gives you and your users over 115,000 titles, more than 62,500 plot summaries, 561 awards titles, recommended reading lists and biographical information.

Format

Books in Print is available in print format as well as an online database.

Arrangement

The interface is simple, straightforward and easy to use. On the left section you may search by author, title, or series. There is also a custom search option. You may also browse under these headings: Help Me Find a Book, Genre Search, Award Winners and Top Picks, and Who? What? Where? When? which allows you to search by character, topic, setting and time period.
Entries
Search results are returned in list format with the author's name and title of the book as well as a notation about additional information. There are thorough annotations on each entry as well as plot summaries on over 50% of the listings.

Special features

With their custom search page, readers and librarians can create personalized reading profiles to locate books. There are also specialized searches for finding similar books, and a feature that lets you create personalized reading lists. There are links to recommended lists as well as awards a book you have chosen has earned. The site keeps readers and librarians up-to-date with award winners, forthcoming titles, and monthly "themes". On the left sidebar there are links for monthly highlights, Gale Databases, Help, and Comments.

Use and overall evaluation

This is a terrific resource for any librarian in any setting, from grade school through college and on to a public library setting. This tool is sure to give librarians the confidence to guide readers to create their own "what to read next list" as well as giving librarians a tool to quickly and confidently create any type of "what to read next" reader's advisory.

Indexes and Abstracts

Article 1st ~ (NF)
Citation
Ohio Library and Information Network. (1990). Article first. Dublin, Ohio: OCLC.

Purpose
Provides accurate, up-to-date information about accessing journal articles, inculding fulltext with links to local libararies. It is designed for academic, research and public libraries that need to meet the research needs of their patrons.

Authority
This online index is produced by OCLC, the Online Computer Library Center, Inc.       

Scope
The Article 1st database has records of over 23 million articles in more than 16,000 sources. Subject areas that are covered are; business, humanities, medicine, popular culture, science, social science and technology.

Format
This index is available online only.
Arrangement
The Article 1st interface through First Search of this indexing database is clean and straightforward. You can search by 15 different terms, including keyword, author, first page, issue, source, publisher, standard # to name but a few. With advanced search options of all these terms you can get as specific as you want in locating an article.

Entries
Search results page lists the title of the article, the author, the source, how many libraries the article is in worldwide, if it is located at your local library, and more details on locating the item. The information on the specific article has a link to search the catalog at your local library, gives citation information, copyright information as well as full bibliographic information.

Special Features
You are able to limit your search to full text articles, to year, to availability of subscriptions held in your library or library consortia as well as rank your results by relevance, date, or no ranking. You can also browse by title, and search in eight different 
languages. There are also options to email the article, print or export it to EndNote, RefWorks or a text file. Article 1st is updated daily.

Use and overall evaluation
For the academic library this would be an extremely valuable indexing database. The fact that Article 1st provides full text articles is a valuable resource for rerference librarians in academis as well as mid to large public and special research libraries.

Children's Magazine Guide ~ (NF)
Citation
Children's magazine guide. (YEAR). Madison, Wis: The Guide.

Purpose
The Children's Magazine Guide provides students, parents, teachers, and librarians with an easy-to-use, yet comprehensive tool that provides indexing information of children's magazines focused on meeting curriculum guidelines for elementary and middle school students. This guide is also an excellent tool for the children's collections in public libraries.

Authority
The Children's Magazine Guide is published by Libraries Unlimited, a well-respected imprint of ABC-CLIO. Libraries Unlimited provides high quality publications for librarians, teachers, and students of LIS programs.
Scope
This guide provides a subject guide to more than 60 children's magazines. Issues also include citations and annotations about quality websites relating to articles that are indexed. It also includes the Index of Professional Journals - School Library Edition in the back of the print edition of the following magazines: Knowledge Quest, Library Media Connection, LibrarySparks,

School Library Journal, School Library Media Activities Monthly, Teacher Librarian.

Format
The guide is available in print format and online free with a print subscription.

Arrangement
The Children's Magazine Guide is printed nine times a year, and each guide lists individual magazines in alphabetical order under a subject heading. There are two types of cross-referencing: see and see also that makes it easier to find information.
Entries
Entries are listed in alphabetical order under alpha-ordered subject headings. The article title, author, magazine, page number and cross-referencing for each entry. If there are related websites, they are listed with the URL and an annotation of the site.

Special Features
Each issue includes a Site 2 See, annotations of a carefully screened website of educational value. They print a reproducible Whiz Quiz which helps students learn how to use the guide as well as strengthen their library skills.

Use and overall evaluation
This is a useful tool for librarians who work with elementary and middle school students. It is a terrific resource for finding information and for teaching young people literacy skills.

Business Periodicals Index ~ (NF)
Citation
H.W. Wilson Company. (1959). Business periodicals index. New York: H.W. Wilson.

Purpose
This index provides valuable information for business professionals. It provides information that businesses need to stay on top of the business market. It helps them keep track of competitors, evaluate new products and follow trends in the industry.

Authority
Published by the H.W. Wilson Co. a leader in the publishing industry.
Scope
This database indexes 527 English language business periodicals. Big names such as The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Forbes and Business Week are only a few of the ones covered. Information as varied as interviews, corporate profiles, product reviews, conferences is included. The Business Periodicals Index covers a broad range of topics including accounting, insurance, government regulations, taxes and engineering to name a few. The database covers 1982 to the present. There are over one and a half million bibliographic records with citations only.

Format
The Business Periodicals Index is available in book and ebook format and in electronic format through Ovid online.
Arrangement
The Index is published monthly except in July with bimonthly, twice yearly and annual cumulations.

Entries
The online database has a simple interface and is searchable with simple and advanced search options.

Special Features
Business experts write 50 to 150 word abstracts in the Business Abstracts that is available through Ovid.

Use and overall evaluation

A well respected industry index, an essential reference for professionals in the field of business who need up-to-date information

Global NewsBank

Citation
NewsBank, inc. (1990s). Global newsbank. [New Canaan, Conn.]: NewsBank. http://infoweb.newsbank.com.

Purpose
Designed specifically for students and teachers.

Authority
Global NewsBank is a database supported by NewsBank Inc, a respected information provider for over 35 years.
Scope
Covers news summaries, broadcasts and transcripts from hundreds of international sources relating to politics, economics, science & technology, culture and business.

It is updated daily and covers from 1996 to present.  Provides more than 90,000 articles annually from over 1,000 international sources.

Format
Online only.

Arrangement
Arranged by the following categories:  Civics, government and politics, Crime and law, Economics, Education, Environment, Film and television, Fine arts and architecture, 
Health, History, International relation, Literature, People, Performing arts, Science and technology, Social issues, and Sports.

Entries
Offers an intuitive basic interface, but also has advanced search options.  Each story is indexed by numerous subjects within basic categories, enabling researchers to find related content.

Special Features

Has something call Big 6 Research Center which helps you chose a topic, select a search strategy, plan a project, cite sources and includes assessment tools and lesson plans.

Use and Overall Evaluation

This looks like an excellent resource for elementary schools, high schools and colleges.  It promotes critical thinking skills by presenting a variety of coverage from local perspectives up to regional, national and international as well as historical background.  This type of presentation offers students and teachers the full picture relating to topical issues thereby promoting informed discussion.
New York Times Index

Citation
The New York times index. (1913). New York: New York Times.

Purpose
To provide a complete listing of all articles ever published by The New York Times newspaper.

Authority
Known as the "Master-Key to the news since 1851.”  Originally developed by Adolph Simon Ochs, the original New York Times owner and publisher.  It is the only complete US newspaper index.

Scope
Index of all articles in The New York Times. Uses the Late City edition as this is the edition which is archived by the paper.

Format
Printed version. There are also two online searchable databases.  One goes from 1981 to the present.  The other is a historical database, which goes from 1851 to 1980.
Arrangement
Print version is semimonthly with annual cumulations

Entries
Each entry is dated and cross-referenced by subject matter and names.  A brief description of the story is included and gives the issue, page and column of its original publication.

Special Features

Can search online version by headline, author, keyword or date range.

Use and Overall Evaluation

There are several newspaper indexes now; however none that go back as far as The New York Times.  This makes this resource especially valuable for historical research back to 1851

NewsBank

Citation
NewsBank, inc. (1982). NewsBank index. New Canaan, Conn: NewsBank

Purpose
NewsBank offers a variety of products for each of their different types of customers.  They have separate online services for publishers, public libraries, schools - from elementary through college, government libraries, genealogists, and research professionals

Authority
NewsBank Inc has been a respected information provider for over 35 years.
Scope
NewsBank provides access to more than 2,000 newspapers, newswires, transcripts, and business journals,

Format
NewsBank is entirely web-based and requires a subscription.

Arrangement
Searching can be done by "all text", lead paragraph, headline, author, section, caption, page, source, word count, or date range.
Entries
Entries include full text and full citations.

Special Features

When searching through a selected source, for example The New York Times, you are given a brief history of the newspaper as well as its circulation, coverage area, and publishing frequency.
Use and Overall Evaluation

This is such a large resource.  The coverage is so broad yet it is still easily searchable.  I also like the way it has geared its many products to different audiences and that it strives to make available articles on all points of view.

Periodicals Contents Index

Citation

Periodicals contents index. (1996). Alexandria, Va.: Chadwyck-Healey.

Purpose

Collection of full-text articles from the fine arts, social sciences, foreign languages, and humanities.

Authority

Chadwyck-Healey, owned by ProQuest, emphasizes electronic format and is responsible for cataloguing the majority of the English poetry research conducted since the middle ages online. They also specialize in smaller, specialty humanities topics and have several small journals dedicated to these (such as a journal dedicated solely to Kafka).

Scope

As mentioned, the journal covers large and small, from topics as broad as “English Poetry” to those as narrow as “Kafka.“ Throughout all of their databases there are well over ten million articles covering most western languages and dating back as early eighteenth century.
Format
The index covers online databases, academic journals, common periodicals, and collections of artistic work.
Arrangement
The search feature allows for a fairly comprehensive search, though it tended to return too many articles at once, and when more specific terms were used, too little. Perhaps this has to do with the slightly narrowed scope when compared to a massive database like Ebsco.

Special Features
One thing that was a bit exceptional, though, was the percentage of materials available in a digital format; full-text was available for most entries. The collection seemed fairly traditional, other than this single exception.

Use and Overall Evaluation

One of the problems I had with this index was its availability. One would think Proquest owning its publisher (Chadwyck-Healey) would make things easier, but the publisher was not listed under Proquest’s resources. The access point originally listed for this index -- UIUC -- was a private page and was inaccessible to non-students/employees. Worldcat was the only resource that listed this source besides private collegiate sites

Play Index

Citation

Play index 1988-1992 (1993). New York: H. W. Wilson.  

Purpose

This book indexes drama in various forms.

Authority

This index is published by the well-known and respected H.W. Wilson Company.

Scope

Play Index gives information on almost 4, 387 plays individually published plays or collections from 1988 – 1992.  Plays are either written in English or translations of plays written in other languages.  

Format

Available as print volume published every few years, in irregular intervals. (Also available online through WilsonWeb)
Arrangement      
The index is organized by four different sections.  There is an Author, Title, and Subject Index which gives information about individual plays and is listed in a single alphabet.  There is a Cast Analysis that identifies plays by type and size of cast.  There is a List of Collections Indexed giving information about play collections, and a Directory of Publishers and Distributors.

Entries

Author entry gives author name, play title, short description, number of acts and scenes, size and composition of the cast, and amount of sets used.  Publisher, publication date, pagination, ISBN, and Library of Congress numbers are given if available for separately published plays.  Plays involving particular subject matters are listed under that subject title.

Special features

This index allows the user to search by cast type, which would be extremely helpful when searching for possible plays to perform.  It also informs the user if a play is appropriate for children through grade 6, or grades 7-12, also helpful if planning a school play.

Use and overall evaluation

This index is very useful for writers, researchers, and performers of the theater.  It is appropriate for libraries, especially school libraries with their drama programs.  It may also have practical real-world applications as it could serve as a resource for those in charge of planning/budgeting/casting plays.

Short Story Index

Citation

Short story index 1999-2004. (2004). New York: H. W. Wilson. 

Purpose

This book indexes various short stories.

Authority

This index is published by the well-known and respected H.W. Wilson Company.

Scope

This index contains about 21,591 short stories of all genres from 1999-2004.  They have been written in English or translated.  It is typically issued every year with five-year 
cumulations, however this index actually covers six years due to a change in index dating style.

Format

Short Story Index is available in print ( and electronically through WilsonWeb)
Arrangement
It is organized by three parts.  The first is the Author, Title, and Subject index, and listed alphabetically.  The second is the List of Collections indexed.  The third is the Directory of Periodicals.

Entries

The author entries give author name and story title.  If a story is part of a collection, the collection title and editor are given.  If a story is from a periodical, the periodical title, volume number, page numbers, and date are given.  Title entries bold the first word of each title to help identify its author, and subject entries are written in bold, capital letters.

Special features

The technique of bolding a subject entry, or the first word of a title allow for authors, titles, and subjects to be conveniently indexed together for quick searching without confusion.

Use and overall evaluation

This guide would be appropriate for libraries, educational institutions, and literary enthusiasts.
Social Sciences Citation Index
Citation

Social sciences citation index 1956-.  (1973). Philadelphia: Institute for Scientific Information. 

Purpose

The purpose is to provide up-to-date information on leading science journals.

Authority

This index has been compiled by the Institute for Scientific Information, owned by Thompson Reuters.  They are experts in bibliographic databases, specializing in citation indexing.

Scope
Social Sciences Citation Index indexes over 1,700 journals, either fully covered or of individual articles, of every science.  Some monographic series are also indexed.

Format

Available in print and online (through Web of Science).

Arrangement
The print version is arranged by Citation Index, Source Index, Permuterm Subject Index, and Corporate Index.  The online version can be searched by keyword, author name, and journal name.

Entries

The entries online include the article title, author name, source information, document type, original language, amount of cited references, number of times cited, abstract, keywords, and links to related records.

Special features

The Citation Index lists who has cited particular works.  This is useful because it allows the user to see how work has been used or critiqued by others.  It also provides feedback for the author.

Use and overall evaluation

This index is a great tool for librarians, scientists, and researchers.  The abstracts allow for efficient researching and the index would probably best serve a user early in the research process to help him/her sift through the available material.
Social Sciences Index
Citation

Social Sciences Index. (1974) New York: H. W. Wilson.  

Purpose
This is an index to English language periodicals.

Authority

This index is published by H.W. Wilson, and has been put together by the Committee on Wilson.  The committee has been advised by the American Library Association’s Reference and User Services Association, and takes periodical recommendations from H.W. Wilson subscribers and users.
Scope
500 international English-language periodical are indexed.  

Format
Available in print (or online Ovid as Social Sciences Abstracts)

Arrangement

The print version is an author and subject index, with entries arranged in one alphabet. Cross-referencing occurs when subject headings have been changed due to newer terminology, when more information can be found elsewhere, or when geographical 
subdivisions occur. There are a citation and an Abbreviations of Periodicals Indexed sections also available.

Entries

Articles are filed by author name or subject term. Entries include periodical title abbreviation, volume, issue number, pagination, and publication date. Entries filed under a subject term are filed under a subject heading and subdivision. They include feature articles, review articles, scholarly replies to literature, interviews, obituaries, and biographies. Advertisements, meeting announcements, cartoons, some editorials and letters to editors are not included.

Special features

Some titles have the word symposium after them, showing that they share a common theme. This would be useful for a researcher or someone writing a paper.

Use and overall evaluation

This index would be extremely appropriate for a public or academic library. It files many periodicals in one index, making it quick and easy to use. It might not appeal to the layman periodical enthusiast, though, as some of the more colorful segments of the publications have been omitted from this index.

Ethnic News Watch

Citation

Ethnic News Watch [Ann Arbor, MI] : ProQuest Information and Learning. . http://www.softlineweb.com/softlineweb/ethnic.htm

Purpose

It offers full text articles from newspapers, magazines and academic journals of the ethnic, minority and native press. Also offers bibliographic citations of these articles.
Authority
ProQuest Information and Learning Company and SoftLine Information (Firm)

Scope

Over 200 publications, providing over 550,000 articles. Also includes a publishers' directory, circulation figures, advertising rates, and histories of individual newspapers. Updated monthly and offers coverage from 1960 to present.

Format

Online Database / Resource Type

Arrangement
The entries are arranged by relevance, with the most relevant articles at the top of the results listing

Entries

Entries can be displayed chronologically or most relevant.

Special Features

Ethnic News Watch is offered in English as well as Spanish. E-News Watch also provides tabs where you can look at all the scholarly journals, newspapers or magazines by clicking on the appropriate tab. E-News Watch is also accessible both on and off college campuses.

Overall Evaluation

E-News Watch narrows down the search for resources in both English and Spanish as well as creates an online database for searches to find minority newspapers and journals. I think this is a good resource for college campuses to have for students who need to research certain topics that pertain to minority journals. Information that might be difficult to find is compiled into one searchable database.
Essay and General Literature Index

Citation

Essay and General Literature Index, 1900- . New York: H. W. Wilson, 1934,

Purpose

It offers access to essays in the humanities and social sciences, including literary works, art history, drama and film.
Authority
The HW Wilson Company

Scope

Provides access to 86,000 essays contained in 7,000 anthologies and collections. It is indexed annually with 300 volumes (single and multi-author) and also 20 selected annuals and serials.

Format

Available online and updated daily on WilsonWeb., and also available in print

Arrangement
Articles can be searched by keyword, subject, title, author, date of publication, or any combination. Also each citation links to a list of other works in the collection, others by the author, and others on the subject, as well as to an entry for the source collection.
Entries

Entries are displayed by relevance with options to search related subjects, display the full text of an article, display actual page images and check for full text on other linked databases in the internet.

Special Features

Up to date subject heading and library holding indicator which is linked to OPAC, this lets users know if cited volumes will be found in their library

Overall evaluation

The database offers a large amount of demos, tutorials and quick tips which make it easy to understand. Also, with up to date information and the ease of searching I think the database would be a good tool for academic libraries.

Dissertation Abstracts Online

Citation

Dissertation Abstracts Online. Ann Arbor, Mich.: UMI, 1938-.

Purpose

This database covers masters theses and dissertations including dissertations from Canada, Great Britain, and Europe.
Authority
ProQuest Information and Learning

Scope

Over 2,200,000 records covering dates from 1861 to present as well as abstracts since 1980 and thesis abstracts since 1988

Format

Available online and updated monthly. Also with print counterparts.

Arrangement

Articles can be searched by keyword, abstract, advisor, accession number, author, author phrase, descriptor. Institution, publication date, subject and title.

EntriesThe entries contain the accession number and update, title, author, institution, source, year degree granted, an abstract, what language the dissertation is in, descriptors and advisor.
Special Features

The following features are available ERA, Graduate Education Program, KWIC and HILIGHT, DIALOG Alert, and CURRENT.

Overall Evaluation

Dissertations come from 98% of accredited North American Universities as well as ones from major European counties, which make this database very comprehensive
Dictionaries and Encyclopedias

American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language
Citation

American heritage dictionary of the English language. (4th ed.). ( 2006). Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin.

Authority
Houghton Mifflin, one of the U.S.’s largest educational publishers, publishes this dictionary. It was assembled by the American Heritage Usage Panel, which consists of over 200 respected writers, scholars and scientists.

Format

Single hardcover volume (also available in online and on CD-ROM)

Scope
This dictionary provides definitions and other information of words in the English language. It contains more than 90,000 entries, and 4,000 photographs, drawings, and maps.  It combines prescriptive and descriptive information.

Accuracy
Appears accurate when checked with other sources

Understandability

Clear writing, easy to understand.

Comprehensiveness
The dictionary includes an Indo-European section, and a Proto-Semitic Language and Culture section, along with thorough appendixes, World History Notes, Regional Patterns of American Speech section, Our Living Language Notes, and a lengthy usage section.  Entries contain definitions, etymology, syllabication, pronunciation, variants, function, inflected forms, subject labels (such as guidance on usage), cross-references, illustrations, idioms, and other informative notes.

Currency
This is the most recent edition, published in 2006.  It is fairly current.
Value-added features
Our Living Language Notes and Regional Patterns of American Speech provide over 100 regional notes that take in-depth look at vocabulary from different geographic areas of the United States and the dialects used.

Cost
$60

Familiar Quotations

Citation

Bartlett, J.  Familiar quotations.  (16th ed). (1992). Boston: Little/Brown.

Authority
Published by Little/Brown.  They are respected publishing company for over a hundred year, who has published works from authors such as J.D. Salinger and Henry Kissinger. 

Format

Hardcover volume (Also available online or CD-ROM)

Scope
This dictionary provides quotations for literary reasons, or just for entertainment.  It has over 20,000 quotations, from 2,500 authors.  Previous editions had most quotes from the bible or Shakespeare, however this edition lists 340 new authors who make up a larger percentage.  This edition offers quotes from non-traditional sources, such as television, movies, politics, street slang, or advertising slogans.

Accuracy
Quotes appear accurate when checked with other sources

Understandability

Easy to understand and search through.

Comprehensiveness
This book is arranged by Preface, Guide to Use, Index of Authors, the Dictionary of Quotes, and Index.  Authors are listed chronologically by date of birth.  Entries contain a source line with title, date, or other important information.  There are footnotes that supply more information about the quotation, such as the original text, name of translator, background comments, other quotations related in phrase or content, and cross-references to similar quotations that aren’t listed in the index.

Currency
This book was published in 1992.  It is current in that quotes do not change, however background comments and information about the speaker may have changed.  The user may want a book containing newer quotations from that last twenty years.

Value-added features
The Index of Authors lists pseudonyms, and page numbers for quotations or any mention in a footnote.  The index lists quotations by keyword not topic

Cost
$50

The New Fowler’s Modern English Usage

Citation

Burchfield, R. W.  The New Fowler’s modern English usage. (3rd ed).  (1998). Oxford: Claredon Press.

Authority
The Claredon Press publishes this dictionary.  It is a subsidiary of the Oxford University Press, the world’s largest university press.  Claredon Press is known for printing the more scholarly works.

Format

Hardcover volume

Scope

This dictionary provides advice on all aspects of English language.  It has thousands of entries containing examples from newspapers, journals, and periodicals among other sources.  Entries are British, and American English, but also include English of Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and South Africa.

Accuracy
Quotes appear accurate when checked with other sources

Understandability

Easy to understand and search through.

Comprehensiveness
Prior to the actual dictionary, there are a Key to Pronunciation, Abbreviation and Symbols Guide, and Bibliographic Abbreviations Guide.  Entries include definitions, pronunciation, form, tense, synonyms, historical reference, date first introduced, origin, cross-references, plural versions, and variant spellings.
Currency
This dictionary was reissued in 2004.  There was a complete revision and expansion of the text, and is now more up to date than this version from 1998.

Value-added features
This dictionary includes issues of political correctness, influence of feminism on English literature, split infinitives, unattached participles, and other unexpected nuances of the English language.

Cost
$30

The Desk Standard Dictionary of the English Language

Reviewed in place of Funk & Wagnall’s New Standard Dictionary 
of the English Language, which was not available
Citation

The desk standard dictionary of the English language. (1921). New York: Funk & Wagnall’s.

Authority
Published by Funk & Wagnall’s.  They are well known for publishing reliable and easy-to-use reference sources, including encyclopedias and dictionaries.

Format

Single hardcover volume

Scope
The purpose of this dictionary is an abridgment of Funk & Wagnall’s New Standard Dictionary of the English Language.  It provides definitions and other information on a variety of words and terms.  It is a smaller size, appropriate for a desk in a home or office for quick browsing of popular words.  It defines 450,000 words and phrases, and includes 7,000 illustrations, 40 of which are in color.

Accuracy
Quotes appear accurate when checked with other sources

Understandability

Easy to understand and search through.

Comprehensiveness
Prior to dictionary portion, is a users guide and a pronunciation key.  Entries include definitions, syllabication, pronunciation, tables and lists, function, synonyms and antonyms alternative forms, etymologies, and additional notes.

Currency
This dictionary would have been good for what it was at the time.  However it was published a very long time ago and although the definitions of most words are the similar, there has been a lot of new terminology and ideas since then.

Value-added features
This is a small, abridged dictionary, which seems to be it’s only special feature.

Cost
Used copies available for around $12   

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary 10th ed.:
Citation

Merriam-Webster, Inc. (1993). Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary. Springfield, 
Mass: Merriam-Webster.

Authority

Published by Merriam-Webster one of the foremost dictionary publishers in the country.

Format

Abridged. Print version.  Is also part of the Merriam-Webster Online database.

Scope

Meant for high school, college students and the general public.

Accuracy

Definitions are accurate.

Understandability

Good for intended levels.

Comprehensiveness

Contains over 215,000 definitions in 1559 pages. 

Currency

It is updated every few years.  There is currently an 11th edition.

Value-Added Features
Includes pictures throughout and in back of book is sections for chemical elements, foreign words and phrases, biographical names, geographical names, signs & symbols, and a style guide.  It also has an index.
Cost

Approximately $35.00

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Thesaurus

Citation

Merriam-Webster, Inc. (1993). Merriam-Webster's collegiate thesaurus. Springfield, Mass: Merriam-Webster.
Authority

Published by Merriam-Webster one of the foremost reference publishers in the country.
Format

Reviewed print version.

Scope

The words are drawn from the Merriam-Webster 3rd International Dictionary.

Accuracy

Accuracy of synonyms is good, but not many are given in some cases.

Understandability

Entries have more information than in Roget’s so it is necessary to read the introductory material in order to understand all that is contained in the entries.

Comprehensiveness

Could be questionable.  I ran across a review which said it was missing the words “vested” and also “anomaly”.   Also, introduction mentions that they have omitted obsolete, rare, specialized, and technical jargon.

Currency

It is updated every few years so currency of a newer edition should be good.

Value-Added Features

It differs from Roget’s that it first gives you an explanatory phrase for the word, then a list of synonyms, related words, idioms, contrasted words, and also antonyms.

Cost

Approximately $20.00 for hardcover.
The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations Rev 4th ed.:

Citation

Knowles, E. (1999). The Oxford dictionary of quotations. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press.

Authority

Published by the Oxford University Press, which is a department of the University of Oxford, England and is the largest and oldest university press in the world.

Format

Print copy of the 4th edition.

Scope

20,000 quotations

Accuracy

Each quote is carefully research and authenticated for accuracy, context, and background.

Understandability

Gives an introduction and a section on how to use all of it features.

Comprehensiveness

Easy to use and has a wide ranging types of quotes from ancient Egypt to the 21st Century.  Entries are arranged alphabetic by author.

Currency

Updated every few years to stay current. 

Value-Added Features

Has several sections such as special categories (ex. catchphrases, mottos), a thematic section (ex. food, marriage), and a keyword section.  Excellent source for quotations.

Cost

$50.00

OneLook Dictionaries
Citation

http://www.onelook.com/
Authority
Little information about the origins of this site was available except that it was started in April 1996 and it was bought in 2002 by Doug Beeferman of the Datamuse Corp. who also owns other sites such as RhymeZone, Cinema FreeNet, Shakespeare Search and Lexical FreeNet.  He is a computer scientist and is associated with Carnegie Mellon

Format

Free online website.

Scope

13,549,061 words in 1009 dictionaries indexed

Accuracy

It is basically a search engine of online dictionaries. When you enter a word you have a choice as to which online dictionary you want to connect with.  Therefore, the accuracy would depend on which dictionary you go to.  It does connect to some very reputable dictionary sites such as The Compact Oxford English Dictionary and Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary, 11th ed. as possible choices. Clicking on one of the dictionaries takes you to its site.  OneLook does offer an box on the side with a quick definition if that is all you need.
Understandability

Depends on which dictionary you choose to use.

Comprehensiveness

Depends on which dictionary you choose to use.

Currency

Depends on which dictionary you choose to use.

Value-Added Features

There are general dictionaries, special dictionaries, and many foreign language ones as well. You can choose whether you want compact descriptions or verbose ones.  You can sort your results by name, popularity, or word count.  There are other options as well.  There is a customizing page where you can choose and save them for future searches.

At this site you can define words, find words by using wildcards, or translate them into difference languages.  They also have a reverse dictionary (in Beta) and a help page.

Cost

Free, but has ads.

Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English

Citation
Partridge, Eric. Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English. 8th ed. New York: Macmillan, 1984.

Authority
This dictionary is published by New York: Macmillan

Format

Hardcover volume

Scope
There are over 5000 entries, which include slang, colloquialisms, solecisms and catchphrases, nicknames and vulgarisms.

Accuracy
Words that I knew were accurate

Understandability

Because of the age of some the slang it was difficult to understand.  There was a large amount of underworld and military slang.  Seemed to have a lack of cultural understanding, most of the terms were not used today.
Comprehensiveness
At the beginning there was a list of bibliographical abbreviations and abbreviations and signs

Currency
There is a revised edition copyrighted in 2006, which is based on the one written by Eric Partridge edited by Tom Dalzell and Terry Victor.  That one has more up to date information.

Value-added features
The newer edition had more terms and was not as culturally biased as the original

Cost
$57.95

Random House Webster’s College Dictionary

Citation 

Random House Webster’s College Dictionary. 2d ed. New York: Random House, 1999 

Authority 
Random House information group publishes this dictionary. 
Format
Hardcover volume (also available in CD ROM) 

 Scope
It is a basic dictionary that’s very easy to use and has all of the fundamental parts of a dictionary including the parts of speech, phonetic symbols, origins and derivatives. 

Accuracy 
Definitions were accurate 

Understandability

Definitions were clear and easy to understand.

Comprehensiveness
The CD ROM version of the dictionary contains over 200,000 entries so you would be hard pressed to not find the definition of a word.

Currency
The newest edition was published in 2005. 

Value-added features
This dictionary includes a handy section of maps reflecting political and geographical changes worldwide. 

Cost  
$30 

Random House Webster’s College Thesaurus

Citation 

Random House Webster’s College Thesaurus.  New York: Random House, 1997.  

Authority  
Random House information group publishes this thesaurus 

Format 

Hardcover  

Scope
You will find synonyms for all types of terms.  Synonym and antonym lists cover all levels of vocabulary, from formal to slang     

Accuracy  
All words checked appeared to be accurate
Understandability
All main listings in A-Z listing.  Contains example sentences that show you an appropriate context for each meaning of each main entry term     

Comprehensiveness
Contains 12,000 main entries, with synonym and antonym lists offering over 400,000 word choices.  

Currency
The most recent edition was published in 2005

Value-added features
There is a Thumb Index that helps you find your way quickly to the word you're looking for.    

Cost  
$30  

Roget’s II: The New Thesaurus

Citation

Roget’s II: The New Thesaurus. 3d ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1995.
Authority

This thesaurus is published by Houghton Mifflin
Format

Hardcover also available online and on your I-phone or I-pod touch
Scope

The thesaurus contains Clear, accurate definitions for every synonym group.  Contains 35,000 listed and defined synonyms  
Accuracy

All words checked appeared to be accurate

Understandability

Clear and easy to understand.  Every synonym is defined to find precise meanings

Comprehensiveness
Every synonym is has been checked by the editors The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language. 
Currency
2003  
Value-added features

Each reference contains a cross-reference to the Unique Category index.  This index leads you from the word you start with to many others that are either related or opposite in meaning, so you have the greatest possibility of word choices.  

Cost
$6.50

Roget's International Thesaurus ~ (NF)
Citation

Chapman, R. L. (1992). Roget's international thesaurus. New York, NY: HarperCollins.
Authority
While known more for their fiction and non-fiction trade imprints, Harper Collins is still a well-respected publisher of reference materials.
Format

Print available in hard or soft cover.
Scope

This 5th edition contains more than 350,000 word and phrases.
Accuracy

Due to the fact that Roget's entries are based on the way in which words are used, it is the definitive thesaurus on the market today.

Understandability

The format of the entries aids the user in understanding not only the definition of the word, but also synonyms and their definitions.

Comprehensiveness

This edition covers 1073 categories which groups synonyms, antonyms and related words together. This enables the user to compare words without the time consuming cross-referencing required with alphabetical listings.

Currency

This 5th edition in up-to-date including 31 new categories that address such topics as fitness, substance abuse, sports, technology, etc.
Cost
At the time of publication, this volume sold for $17.95. Today the price is listed as $120 for the hardcover and $16.95 for the soft cover.

Webster's Dictionary of English Usage ~ (NF)
Citation

Merriam-Webster, Inc. (1994). Merriam-Webster's dictionary of English usage.

    Springfield, Mass: Merriam-Webster.
Authority
This dictionary is published by Merriam-Webster, one of the industry's most respected dictionary publishers since 1937.

Format

This is available in hardcover, with 978 pages.

Scope

This is the complete guide for problems related to use of the English language with in-depth advice for writing problems or to settle disputes relating to issues such as spelling alternatives, idioms and grammar. 

Accuracy

This reference tool can be trusted for accuracy as it comes from the most respected authority in dictionaries.

Understandability

The entries are written for the sophisticated reader, not talking down or condescending in tone. This is a reference tool for a lover of the English language who truly cares about using the language correctly.

Comprehensiveness

There are more than 2,300 entries with over 20,000 quotations that illustrate usage. There are special sections for history and pronunciation and alphabetical listings and cross-referencing.
Currency
This edition is fifteen years old, although a concise usage version was published in 2002 and is advertised as meeting most of the needs that this comprehensive volume is known for.
Cost

$27.95
Webster's New Dictionary of Synonyms ~ (NF)
Citation

Merriam-Webster, Inc. (1984). Webster's new dictionary of synonyms: A dictionary of

    discriminated synonyms with antonyms and analogous and contrasted words.         

    Springfield, Mass., U.S.A.: Merriam-Webster. 

Authority

This dictionary is published by Merriam-Webster, one of the industry's most respected dictionary publishers since 1937.

Format

Print in hardcover
Scope

There are 942 pages in a one-volume book. 

Accuracy

All efforts have been made to clarify usage and intended meaning of each synonym listed. Quotations are used to highlight the proper context ensuing accuracy and proper usage.
Understandability

The entries are first listed with a brief common definition, which would be understandable even to the casual user. 
Comprehensiveness

Following the definition, every discriminated word is listed in alphabetical order with antonyms and contrasted words also listed. Quotations and cross-referencing aid the user in understanding which synonym would best suit their needs. There are detailed discussions of each word in a group as well as listings of analogous word groupings.

Currency

The most current edition was published in 1984.

 Cost

$75.00

World Book Dictionary ~ (NF) 
Citation
World Book, Inc. (2007). The World Book dictionary. Chicago: World Book.
Authority
Published by World Book, Inc an industry leader in reference tools.
Format
This dictionary is organized in two out-sized volumes, A-K and L-Z.

Scope
These volumes contain 225,000 words in addition to 3,000 illustrations that help clarify the definitions.   
Accuracy
By nature of the publisher, the accuracy of the words defined is guaranteed.
Understandability

The definitions are clear and concise, understandable by even the most casual user.

Thumb tabs marked with a letter make finding words quicker and easier. The typeface, sans-serif Spectra was chosen after considerable testing for its readability. Entries and cross-references are in bold for clarity.
Comprehensiveness
The World Book Dictionary is much more that a repository for definitions. There is a simplified pronunciation key, a section on ‘Where English comes from’, a section on prefixes and suffixes, spelling hints and a list of commonly misspelled words. There is a section on parts of speech, capitalization and punctuation rules, and vocabulary 

inventories broken down by grade level from 3 – college. All in all, there are 124 pages of additional information relating to words and how they are used.
Currency 
This set of dictionaries is updated every two years.
Cost
$99.00 when purchased separately or they can be bundled together in a variety of reference packages.
The Cambridge Encyclopedia

Citation

The Cambridge encyclopedia. (3rd ed). (1997). New York: Cambridge University Press

General Information 

Cambridge University Press published this encyclopedia in 1997.  They are the oldest continuously publishing book publisher, and widely respected.

Scope
This encyclopedia provides covers information from people and places to scientific concepts, media, philosophical ideas, and international issues.  It has over 25,000 fairly short entries, and claims to be broader than previous editions, with more information key areas such as agriculture, astronomy, and genetics.
Emphasis

This encyclopedia is intended for high school age to adults.
Authority

A team of international contributors from all over the world assembled it.  The editor is David Crystal, who has written or edited over 100 books, many on reference.

Writing Style

Writing appears clear and easy to follow.  Younger students would be able to understand for the most part, but some larger, more complex words make this encyclopedia more appropriate for high school students or older users.

Recency

The copyright date is 1997.  This edition promises revised dates for latest discoveries, sports events and records, and death dates since its last edition.

Viewpoint and Objectivity

Entries appear to be written without bias.

Arrangement and Entry

This encyclopedia contains: How to Use The Cambridge Encyclopedia, Atlas section, A-Z section, Ready Reference Section, and Consultants and contributors section.  Entries are arranged alphabetically, and may contain pronunciations, description or brief summary, dates of birth to death, and examples.  There are also about 75,000 cross-references, and over 800 illustrations and maps. 

Index

There is no index provided. 

Format

This is a single hardcover volume without a glossary or dictionary.

Cost

$60

Collier’s Encyclopedia

Citation

Collier’s encyclopedia. (1997). New York: Collier’s. 
General Information 
This book is published by Collier Books, who have now merged with MacMillian Inc.

Scope

This encyclopedia has 23,000 entries, focusing on practical subjects such as earth science, physical science, and social sciences.  It provides a number of illustrations, many of which are in color.

Emphasis

This encyclopedia was written for adults and older students, and does not seem to have an American bias.

 Authority

Entries have been written by Collier’s in-house staff and over 4,000 respected academic specialists from universities in the United States and Great Britain.  Their authors have signed articles.

Writing Style

Entries offer clear, comprehensive coverage, to be easily understood by their intended audience.

Recency

This encyclopedia was published in 1997, and was followed by its annual Collier’s Yearbook to provide any additional information on events occurring since previous publication. 

Viewpoint and Objectivity

Articles appear to be written in an unbiased manner.

Arrangement and Entry

Entries are arranged alphabetically in a letter-by-letter manner.  The last volume contains the bibliography and index with over 450,000 entries.

Index

The index contains over 450,000 entries, which are arranged letter-by-letter alphabetically.

Format

24 hardcover volumes

Cost

This encyclopedia is out of print, and prices vary.  Currently being offered on EBay for prices from $40 to $1200.
The Columbia Encyclopedia
Citation
Columbia encyclopedia.  (6th ed). (2007). New York: Columbia University Press.  
Retrieved April 7th, 2009 from http://www.bartleby.com/65

General Information 

Bartleby.com hosts the 6th edition of the Columbia Encyclopedia, among online versions of a number of other well-known reference tools.  Since 1993, they have been offering reliable and up-to-date reference online for free.

Scope

Articles can be a few sentences to as long as page. There are over 51,000 entries on a variety of subjects. 

Emphasis

It appears to be written for all audiences, from junior-high and older.

Authority

There are a number of contributors listed under the staff section.  The editor Paul Lagassé is not well known, and has been an editor and writer since only 2001.
Writing Style

The writing style is clear and easy to follow

Recency

This is based on an encyclopedia published in 2007.  I could find any information saying when if it has been updated since then.  However, I did a search and found 60 results for ‘George W. Bush’ and none for ‘Barack Obama.’

Viewpoint and Objectivity

Articles appear objective, showing no sign of bias.

Arrangement and Entry

This site offers features such as: Guide, Pronunciation Key, Abbreviations, and Bibliographic Record.  There are over 80,000 cross-references.  Bibliographies follow many of the articles

Index

There is a browseable alphabetical index.

Format
Online encyclopedia (also available in print as two volume set)

Cost

Free

The Concise Columbia Encyclopedia

Citation

http://www.encyclopedia.com 
General Information

This encyclopedia is offered free as part of an online encyclopedia at www.encyclopedia.com.  It is owned and operated by High Beam Research, named the “Best Online Reference Service” by the CODiE Awards, a yearly award issued by the Software and Information Industry Association for excellence in software development.

Scope

This site offers approximately 200,000 articles, some of which come from the 6th edition of The Columbia Encyclopedia. (2000)  

Emphasis

The audience is students, educators, and the general public.

Authority

Inconsistent.  Some articles list the authors; others do not.  Some give bibliographies; others do not.

Writing Style

The writing level seems appropriate to the intended audiences.

Recency

It seems to use older editions of well-known encyclopedias, therefore the recency is questionable. 

Viewpoint and Objectivity

Looked up abortion.  It gave some technical facts and some history, especially US history.  Tried to remain neutral.

Arrangement and Entry

Since it is an online resource, there is no alphabetic arrangement.   They do provide links to related articles, however, similar to a Google search, not all of these articles are directly related to the actual subject, and some just have similar search terms.  I found this disappointing.  There should be a way to fix this.

Index

No index as it is an online resource.  The search box does not offer an advanced feature.

Format
Offers citations for each article in a variety of styles including APA. Also, when I looked up the country Chad, it offered me a side-by-side comparison of articles from three of the encyclopedias included in its database – Columbia, Dictionary of World History, and Dictionary of Contemporary World History.  This I think is an excellent feature.
It mentions that it includes links to related newspaper and magazine articles, which it does, however; once again some of the links are not directly related to the subject, they just have the same keyword. I think I prefer Bartleby to Encyclodpedia.com.  The main reason is on Bartleby, the related article suggestions are actually related to the original topic.  On Encyclopedia.com related articles are like keyword searches on Google.  Anything with that search term will come up.  And Encyclopedia.com’s load time seems to be slower due to the overwhelming amount of ads that come up.  Bartleby also uses the 6th edition of The Columbia Encyclopedia.

Cost

Free.  However, because it is a free Internet resource, the user is constantly bombarded with ads.

Compton’s Encyclopedia and Fact-Index
Citation

Encyclopaedia Britannica, inc. (2004). Compton's encyclopedia & fact-index. Chicago: 
Encyclopaedia Britannica.
General Information

Originally published in 1922. It has gone through several publisher changes over the years, and is currently being published by Encyclopedia Britannica. An electronic version of Compton’s Encyclopedia has been available on CD-ROM and DVD-ROM since 1992.  Encyclopedia Britannica in its Encyclopedia Britannica Online has incorporated Compton’s Interactive encyclopedia into its database.

Scope

Over 37,000 articles including pictures, diagrams, tables, and maps.  Content keyed to National Curriculum Standards and benchmarks.

Emphasis

Designed for students ages 10 – 17.

Authority

It is reviewed and updated by educators, expert contributors, and Britannica’s editors.

Writing Style

Writing style is clear and written in a pyramid style meaning it gives basic facts at the beginning of articles and then gets more detailed as it goes on.  The articles are 
appropriate to the age group it is aimed at and is one of the most popular encyclopedias for this age group.

Recency

Frequently updated so currency is good.

Viewpoint and Objectivity

Presents articles objectively.

Arrangement and Entry

Alphabetic by subject.

Index

The 26th volume is a mini-encyclopedia called Fact-Index with more than 29,800 short articles, as well as a standard index.  The editors advise readers to start with the Fact-Index first as some information on the subject is only found there.  It then points you to the full-length article within the main encyclopedia.  It is important to note that the articles in the Fact-Index are not indexed in the general index.

Format

The 2008 print edition is in 26 volumes.  There are 23,000 maps, charts, tables, and images within 11,000 pages.  Also includes some timelines and tables of contents in longer articles.

Cost

The 2008 edition was $750
Encyclopedia Americana
Citation

Scholastic Library Publishing. (2006). Encyclopedia Americana. Danbury, Conn: 
Scholastic Library Pub.
General Information

Encyclopedia Americana is now published by Scholastic, which is well known for publishing educational materials.  The first Encyclopedia Americana was published in 1829.  I reviewed the 2006 edition.
Scope

It is a general encyclopedia geared to middle school and high school students as well as first-year college students along with public library users.

Emphasis
It is international in scope, but known for its detailed coverage of American and Canadian geography and history. It is also strong in biography, scientific and technical subjects. All major articles are signed, many by scholars well known in their fields.

Authority

Each article is signed and the author’s credentials are given as well.  Some articles also have bibliographies.

Writing Style

The writing is clear and concise, but can get technical for complicated subjects.
Recency

Copyright date of set reviewed was 2006.  It is published annually so it is updated regularly.  However it has been criticized for being slow to include important current events in the print version.

Viewpoint and Objectivity

It seems to give a balanced viewpoint on controversial subjects.  I read the section on abortion and it presented the history of it worldwide with a special section for the U.S.

Arrangement and Entry

The articles are arranged alphabetically, word by word.  There are cross-references to related topics in the index.  Some of the longer articles have a table of contents. 

Index

The index is contained in a separate volume and uses a letter-by-letter alphabetic arrangement.  I found it odd that the article arrangement and the index arrangement should be different.  I feel it would be better if they were the same – either letter-by-letter or word-by-word. The preface recommends starting with the index when searching for a subject.

Format

I looked at a print version.  It contained 30 volumes.  There is also an online version available through Grolier.

Cost

$700.00

Grolier Online

Citation

http:://gogrolier.com
General Information
Published by Scholastic Library Publishing

Scope

Provides access to two learning environments, eight curriculum-aligned databases and over 500,000 links to academically-relevant articles, Web sites and periodicals

Emphasis

Caters to two age appropriate learning environments, Grolier Kids and Grolier Online Passport

Authority

Articles are written by experts in the field, including scientists, professors, authors, and historians. Each article is cited, so a student can learn more about the contributor.

Writing Style

The language is age appropriate for younger students (grades 2-5 for Grolier kids and Grade 6 and above for Grolier online passport), and provides access to thousands of editor approved websites and periodicals.

Recency

An editorial staff continually reviews articles, Web links, and resources and updates them based on current events and recent developments in the world.

Viewpoint and objectivity

Grolier mentions many times that all of their articles and websites are edited and safe for children. When I searched abortion I was brought to a site for teachers.

Arrangement and Entry

You can search by clicking on different types of encyclopedias or there is a fast search or an advanced search

Format

There is a tutorial to explore Grolier online as well as a help tab

Cost

There is a 30-day free trial available; pricing depends on the number of sites used.
Kister's Best Encyclopedias: A Comparative Guide to 
General and Specialized Encyclopedias

Citation

Kister, Kenneth F. Kister's Best Encyclopedias: A Comparative Guide to General and 
Specialized Encyclopedias. 2d ed. Phoenix, Ariz.: Oryx Press, 1994. 
General Information
Published by The Oryx Press 1994

Scope

The articles review and evaluate all types of encyclopedias so people can compare and decide which type of encyclopedia suits their needs.

 Emphasis

To help any consumer in the US and Canada Distinguish good encyclopedias from bad ones.

Authority

The author of the book wrote the reviews of the encyclopedias.

Writing Style

The language is clear and concise; one of the reviews that I read quoted a review of an encyclopedia containing “a great deal of nonsense”

Recency

1994
Viewpoint and objectivity

I could not find any controversial subjects

Arrangement and Entry

Broken down by types of encyclopedias such as large sized, medium sized, etc.  Sub categories are in alphabetical order

Index

The index is in alphabetical order word by word

Format

There is no glossary or dictionary, but there is a directory of encyclopedia publishers and distributors

Cost

Available used at Amazon.com from $38 to $.01

Subject Encyclopedias: User Guide, Review Citations, and Keyword Index

Citation   

Mirwis, Allan. Subject Encyclopedias: User Guide, Review Citations, and Keyword Index. 2 vols. Phoenix, Ariz.: Oryx Press, 1999.
General Information
Published by The Oryx Press 1999

Scope

Contains 1,129 specialized encyclopedias.  All encyclopedias must be published in the English language

Emphasis

Geared toward high school and college students as well as adults to make subject encyclopedias more accessible.

Authority

No articles, just a list of Encyclopedias that pertain to certain subject areas.

Recency

1999

Viewpoint and objectivity

Controversial issues were referenced.  There were 25 encyclopedias suggested for abortion as well as abortion counseling, laws and rights

Arrangement and Entry

Alphabetical word by word

 Index

There is an index is both volumes which is alphabetical word by word

Format

There is a 5-page explanation on how to use the guide as well as a keyword index
Cost

Available new at Amazon.com for $187.95

Microsoft Encarta Online

Citation

http://encarta.msn.com/

General Information

Published by Microsoft 2008

Scope

Contains more than 42,000 articles that cover topics to any specific group.
Emphasis
The intended for all audiences ranging form k-12, college and grad students.
Authority

Some articles are signed, with the remainder compiled by the editors.

Writing Style

The language is clear and concise, I looked up quantum theory and the language was appropriate for the target audience, which means that I could understand it.

Recency

2008.

Viewpoint and objectivity

When I looked up abortion, the article did not take one side or the other but talked about both arguments for and against.

Arrangement and Entry

You can search by popular categories, which have sub categories in alphabetical order.  You can also search by keyword.

Index

Broken down by encyclopedia articles, sidebars which have Historic documents, famous speeches, literary excerpts, literature guides which contain Perspectives on authors, characters, and themes of renowned works of literature, archives which are a Year-by-year wrap-up of important events from 1938 to 1999 and homework starters which help people Get going on papers, presentations, and more with step-by-step guides

Format

Some special features include sidebars, literature guides and homework starters

Cost

Free online

New Encyclopaedia Britannica ~ (NF)
Citation  

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica. (2003). Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica.

General Information

Published in Chicago by Encyclopaedia Britannica. This 15th edition was published in 2003.

Scope
This 15th edition contains over 65,000 articles from over 4,000 contributors.
Emphasis

This encyclopaedia is geared toward secondary level and higher. It is not intended for elementary or middle school students. The emphasis of the Micropaedia is for the "reader who wishes to browse among the countless subjects in all fields of human learning..."

Authority

First published in 1768, Britannica is one of the oldest and most well respected encyclopedias. Nobel Prize winners, expert authors and curators, in addition to established experts in nearly every field covered, write articles. 

Writing Style

The writing style is clearly written yet detailed as the intended audience is high school age and above.

Recency

There is a new edition published yearly in addition to Annual Yearbooks to supplement older editions.

Viewpoint and objectivity

The Britannica is one of the most well respected encyclopaedias due to the breadth and depth of coverage.

Arrangement and Entry

This 32-volume set has three distinct divisions; Volumes 1 - 12 comprise the Micropeaedia. Included in these volumes are tens of thousands of shorter articles of specific persons, places, things, and ideas in alphabetical order. This Micropaedia can be viewed independently or as a support to the Macropaedia volumes. The entry titles are inverted to place the substantive word in the beginning, i.e. Bank of England = England, Bank of. There is considerable cross-referencing to less familiar names, and links among the Micro, Macro, and Propaedia. The Propaedia includes information generally listed in the preliminary pages as well as outlines of knowledge. Frequently, there are bibliographies at the end of the article directing the reader to additional information.

Index

The index is contained in two separate volumes. The hallmark of the index is the Propaedia, organized as 'outlines of knowledge'. It follows the orderly topical outline of the whole of human knowledge. Instead of organizing the Table of Contents into alphabetical order, the contents are arranged into ten knowledge areas. Also included in the index are contributors listed alphabetically by initials and full name.

Format

The format feature that sets the New Encyclopaedia Britannica apart from all other encyclopedias is the structure of the Propaedia's Outlines of Knowledge. These were conceived as a 'circle of learning' and have organized all the world's knowledge into 10 areas beginning with Matter and Energy, continuing with The Earth and Human Life, among others, and ending with The Branches of Knowledge. These were written before the articles were named, contributors commissioned to write, or articles even written. It is often referred to as a 'table of intent' as it became the basis for what articles would be written as well as defining their scope.

Cost

The complete set before Institutional discounts is $1,400.

Britannica Online ~ (NF)
Citation  

http://www.eb.com/180
General Information

Created and published by Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

Scope

The online version of the Britannica Encyclopedia contains over 122,264 articles. There are articles from 400+ magazines and journals as well as thousands of images and videos.

Emphasis

This online encyclopedia is geared for high school, college age and above. There is also an online student edition designed for students 8 - 15 as well as an online school edition for libraries.
Authority

First published in 1768, Britannica is one of the oldest and most well respected encyclopedias. Nobel Prize winners, expert authors and curators, in addition to established experts in nearly every field covered, write articles. 

Recency

This online version is updated on a regular basis to ensure currency.

Viewpoint and objectivity

In searching for information on AIDS, a search help box appeared to clarify that I was looking for information on the disease and not another form of aid. The information was clearly and objectively written without editorial bias.

Arrangement and Entry

Articles are searchable across subject, title, contributor as well as many advanced search functions. Entries are clear and well written, with images embedded in the text with links as well as links within the text for cross-referencing. In the right sidebar the outline for the article is listed as well as any graphical information. There are functions to save, 
print, email or change the font size at the upper right of the article. There are citations listed for the article, external websites and a bibliography of additional readings

Index

The interface is clean and classic, with few 'bells and whistles' a hallmark of Encyclopedia Britannica who still uses their original thistle logo.

Format

There are many value added resources as with many online databases. A unique function is a widget and gadget option to add content to your website. In the far right sidebar, there is information on additional content, contributors with links to their authority as well as audio/video content.

Cost

Individual subscriptions start at $69.95/year for a Premium Membership. Pricing for schools and universities is on an individual quote basis.

The Random House Encyclopedia ~ (NF)
Citation 

Mitchell, J. (1990). The Random House encyclopedia. New York: Random House.

General Information

Published by Random House Reference.

Scope

This third edition of the one volume encyclopedia includes 13,500 illustrations, 11,325 in full-color and three million words of text. 

Emphasis

Although it states it is a reference tool, the arrangement of the two sections, the Colorpedia and the Alphapedia make it cumbersome to use as a ready reference tool. With the emphasis on the illustrations, this makes for a good browsing encyclopedia.

Authority

Random House is a well-respected reference imprint.

Recency

This volume is almost twenty years old. Given that it briefly covered AIDS and other controversial topics in this edition, a library would be advised to check the viewpoint and objectivity of this reference tool before adding to their collection.

Viewpoint and objectivity
Although this is a recent edition, very few changes were made from the second edition in 1980 to the present one. In terms of addressing current issues, this encyclopedia had an extremely small article on AIDS, 65 words to be exact. It also dealt briefly with global warming and the ozone layer weighing in with even fewer. 
Arrangement and Entry

This encyclopedia is divided into two distinct sections; the Colorpedia comprises two thirds of the volume, with 13,500 illustrations. The Alphapedia is a scant 900 pages and gives cursory treatment of most topics. It appears the most useful as an index to the rich illustrations. 

Index

The best index for this encyclopedia is the Alphapedia section, which cross-references the entries in the Colorpedia.
Format

Special features are the rich full-color illustrations of 11,325 entries that are cross-referenced with the written entries in the Alphapedia.

Cost

$70.00

World Book Online ~ (NF)

Citation 

http://www.worldbookonline.com.

General Information

Published by World Book, Inc an industry leader in reference tools.
Scope

World Book Online has three distinct general encyclopedias, the Advanced, the Student Discovery, and the Kids version. In addition to these, there are also subject encyclopedias including a new beginner level French language encyclopedia. They offer eBooks and have an impressive research component.

Emphasis

The three versions are geared to provide a smooth interface for the reference needs of K - 12 students.

Authority

World Book has been the industry standard for research materials for both children and adults since 1917. They are a leader in the industry with their award winning print encyclopedia and digital materials. 

Recency

World Book Online updates all of its digital resources on a daily basis.

Viewpoint and objectivity

The Advanced and Student Discovery version retrieved 29 entries for AIDS, including primary source documents covering the topic thoroughly and objectively. The Kids version has one article, which was well written and handled this topic in an age-appropriate manner.

Arrangement and Entry

Each of the three versions is geared toward the targeted age group in the appearance and ease of use. The Kids version has content from the Student Discovery Encyclopedia with a simpler navigation system. It is easier to use and has thousands of colorful illustrations, diagrams, and maps. The Student Discovery is a step up, but continues with the colorful interface while recognizing the increased sophistication of this age group. There is a featured video on the interface, with links to news, favorite articles, a biography center, and research tools. The Advanced version is geared for students in grades 8 - 12 and higher. It pulls together primary and secondary source databases through a single source, in addition to offering eBooks, primary source documents, images and research tools.
Index

Each of the three interfaces is designed to be user friendly while displaying the multitude of information available. The Kids version is bright and colorful and appealing to this age group. The Student Discovery version has abridged versions of the Advanced articles, yet is still presented in a colorful, youthful manner. The Advanced version offers a link to your most viewed articles, a link to primary sources, eBooks, and an In the Headlines link. There is a link to ready reference tools such as dictionaries and atlases and a Create and Share section with a citation builder as well as timelines.

Format

This online version offers a wealth of information and tools to encourage the development of information literacy and scholarly research skills. Each version has a function that allows the user to create an account and save and organize information accessed for future reference.

Cost

Cost is based on the size of the school and can be purchased bundled together with their print encyclopedia.

Directories

AcqWeb's Directory of Publishers and Vendors
Citation
AcqWeb's directory of publishers and vendors.  (2004). Retrieved April 12, 2009.

Scope

This is an international directory of websites for publishers and vendors.  It is specifically maintained for library acquisitions, collection development, and serial departments.  It provides access to over 14 thousand email links and www forums.

Currentness

It was last updated about four years ago, on August 18, 2004. 

Accuracy

The fact that it is not very current implies that the accuracy is not of the best.  It provides links to other websites that can hold accurate and current information, however this site may provide out-of-date information, such as broken links and companies no longer in business.

Format

Online directory

Arrangement

Users can search through the publisher email address directory, the publisher websites directory by alphabet, by geography, or by subject.  There are also other links to publishers, vendors, and books.  An outline of publisher websites directory by subject is also provided.  Express Access Index Guide

American School Directory

 Citation

American school directory. (n.d.) Retrieved April 11, 2009 from 

http://asd.com/asd/asdhome.htm

Scope

This is a directory of maps on over 105,000 schools in America.  It provides an online mapping service that includes street, aerial, and topographical maps, and driving directions.

Currentness
Their website is updated on a weekly basis throughout the year.

Accuracy

They update by directly contacting schools, so that they can provide the most accurate, up-to-date information available.

Format
Online database that requires monthly or annual subscription

Arrangement

Can perform advanced searches, filling in required information to find desired results.  Entries include school name, address, telephone and fax numbers, county, principal name, and number of students.

Annual Register of Grant Support
Citation
Annual register of grant support. (42nd ed.) (2009). New Providence, N.J.: 

Information Today, Inc

Scope

This is a directory and guide of over 3,200 grant-giving organizations.  It provides information on traditional and nontraditional sources.  It also covers academic and scientific research, travel and exchange programs, and awards and prizes in a variety of fields.

Currentness
New editions are published annually

Accuracy

This book is published by Information Today, Inc.  They are known for publishing directories and their company goal is to provide information users and producers with the knowledge and services needed to effectively perform their jobs

Format

Hardcover volume

Arrangement

It is separated into 11 major subjects and 61 subcategories.  Entries include type, purpose, and duration of grant, amount of funding available, information on eligibility requirements and restrictions, application procedures and deadlines, 

grant size or range, contact infomation, among others.  There are indexes for subject, organization and program, geography, and personnel.

D&B Companies Online
Citation

D&B companies online. (n.d.) Retrieved April 12, 2009 from 

http://www.dnb.com/us/

Scope

D&B Companies have been the world's leading source of commercial information on business for 167 years.  Their database contains more than 140 million business records, and 130 million companies.  They have 77 million companies in their database available for risk, supply, sales & marketing, and e-business decisions, and 38 millions inactive companies with historical information for file matching and data cleansing purposes.

Currentness

They collect, aggregate, edit, and verify data from thousands of sources daily.

Accuracy

DUNSRight Quality Process provides customers with quality business information.  It has over 2,000 automated and manual checks to ensure data is accurate, complete, timely, and globally consistent.

Format

Online database         

Arrangement

A search can be performed by entering a company name and selecting the appropriate country and state.  Reports can include company profile, payment trends profile, judgments, suits and liens, bankruptcies, PAYDEX Score, credit limit recommendations, D&B rating, financial statements, payment history details, UCC filings, corporate family tree, credit score summary, free auto-refresh, partial-data warning, and report investigations depending on the report package purchased.

Directory of Research Grants

Citation
Directory of research grants. (2008). Nashville: Schooolhouse Partners.

Format
Comes in print and online versions.  The online version is part of Gale Ready Reference Shelf database.

Scope
Provides listing of funding sources for research-related projects, programs, scholarships, fellowships, conferences, and internships.  Lists over 4,100 funding sources.

Arrangement
The main directory is arranged alphabetic by grant program name.  There are three indexes – subject, type, and geographical.  There is also a How To Use page with sample entries.

Currency/Accuracy

Published annually.  Information is gathered through questionnaires sent to sponsors.  Information on government programs comes from the Federal Register, Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance, NIH guide, and NSF E-bulletin.

Directory of Special Libraries and Information Centers ~ (NF)
Citation
Subject directory of special libraries and information centers. (2002). Detroit: 

Thomson Gale.

Format
Comes in print, CD-ROM, and online versions.

Scope
Gives descriptive information on more than 34,000 subject-specific resource collections.  Although their main focus is US libraries they are trying to become more international in scope by including 2,708 in Canada and 14,855 collections outside the US and Canada.

Arrangement
The entry arrangement is 7 sections – A- Networks and Consortia, B- Regional and Sub-regional, C- patent& trademark depository libraries, D- Regional government depository libraries, E- United Nations depository libraries, F- World Bank depository libraries, G- European Commission depository libraries. There is also a subject index containing more than 4,000 terms and cross-references, mostly using Library of Congress headings.  It refers users to library’s entry number not page number.  I found this resource rather difficult to use in the print version due to index set up and all of the sections and volumes..  I’m sure the online version is much easier.

Currency/Accuracy

Issues annual supplements and tries to stay current by using mail surveys and phone calls.

Foundations On-line.
Citation

http://www.foundations.org/

Format
Online only.

Scope
List of 66 corporate and private foundations and 44 community foundations, 3 government grants, and 3 fundraising consultants.  In its related sites section it has links to the websites of The Foundation Center, The Council on Foundations, and ProPoor.  It has been active since 1995.  It is a service of the Northern California Community Foundation, Inc.  Through this site you can browse their foundation directory, pick a listed foundation, search any foundation's information page or search any foundation's home page.

Arrangement
Lists foundations and grant makers alphabetic by name. Foundation name links directly to their website.  No other information is given by the Foundations On-line site itself.

Currency/Accuracy

Information should be current as it links directly to the foundations websites.

Hoover's Online.

Citation
http://www.hoovers.com/

Format
Online only.

Scope
Hoover’s is a subsidiary of Dun & Bradstreet.  It offers business information through the Internet, data feeds, wireless devices, and co-branding agreements with other online services. It features a database of information on more than 25 million corporations and organizations and offers both free and for-pay content The focus is on selling subscriptions to marketing, sales, and business development professionals. Hoover's also publishes its information in reference books.

Arrangement
Has basic and advanced search features which will allow you to narrow your search by location, number of employees, amount of annual sales, and industry codes.

According to their company information page through their service you can have:

•    Database access to more than 25 million companies and the people who lead them.

•    Suite of advanced tools for creating targeted contact lists, custom company reports, and locating hard to reach small businesses.

•    Information download tool that allows users to import our data into spreadsheets, CRMs, and other software for in-depth analysis of companies, competitors, customers, and more

•    Powerful search capabilities that quickly locate target companies, industries, and officers using flexible search criteria.

•    Customizable news alerts and news coverage from top wire services.

•    A choice of several subscription levels, licensing, and access options (including wireless), that meet every company's needs.

•    Access to detailed information about a company's parent(s), subsidiaries, and/or branch locations, including a display of how the company fits within its overall corporate hierarchy.

Currency/Accuracy:

Updated daily.

National Faculty Directory

Citation

National Faculty Directory 2000, 31st ed. 3 vols.  Detroit: Gale, 2000

Scope

Contains the names, departmental affiliations, institutional addresses and phone numbers of more than 730,000 members of teaching faculties at approximately 3,600 American colleges and universities and approximately 240 Canadian institutions that use instructional materials primarily in English

Currency
2001

Accuracy

When I looked up previous professors I had, information appeared to be accurate

Format

Hard cover, three volumes

Arrangement
Names are arranged alphabetically by faculty members last name and sub-arranged by first name and middle initial

Peterson’s

Citation

Peterson's. http://www.petersons.com/

Scope

Contains information about colleges, universities, career schools, graduate programs, distance learning, executive training, private secondary schools, summer opportunities, study abroad, financial aid, test preparation and career exploration

Currency
2009

Accuracy

Information appeared to be accurate 

Format

Contains links to colleges and Universities, Graduate schools, Online and continuing education and k-12 schools and programs.  Each area has a quick search option as well as a number of quick links.

Arrangemnet

Arranged in four major groups with subcategories for each group, such as career colleges, private schools, online degrees and career colleges.

Publishers Directory
Citation
Publishers Directory. 22nd ed. Detroit: Gale, 2000. 

Scope

Contains company and contact information for American and Canadian publishers, wholesalers, distributors,  independent presses and virtual publishers 

Currency

2000

Accuracy

Information appeared to be accurate

Format
Single hardcover volume
Arrangement

Publishers and distributors are listed alphabetically. 

                                                Research Centers and Services Directories.

Citation

Gale Research Inc. (1995). Research centers and services directory. Detroit, Mich: 
Gale Research.

Scope
Lists and describes nonprofit research institutes centers, operating foundations, laboratories, bureaus, experiment stations and other similar research facilities and activities

Currentness
2004

Accuracy

Information appeared to be accurate

Format

Each entry is a arranged alphabetically by the sponsoring organization’s name and then by center name

Arrangement
Arranged in two volumes.  Listings are arranged into 17 sections by subject:  these subjects are grouped into five broad categories.

Research Centers Directory ~ (NF)
Citation

Hedblad, A. (2004). Research centers directory: A guide to about 13,700 university-
related and other nonprofit research organizations established on a permanent basis and carrying on continuing research programs. Detroit: Gale.

Purpose

This is a comprehensive directory to university related and non-profit research institutes, foundations, centers, bureaus, laboratories, experiment stations, and other similar nonprofit facilities, organizations, and activities in the United States and Canada.

Authority
Published by Thomson Gale, a subsidiary of The Thomson Corporation, a leader in e-research and educational publishing for libraries, schools and businesses.

Scope

This directory lists descriptive information on nonprofit research centers, institutions, facilities, etc. These organizations are in the fields of government and public affairs, agriculture, physical and earth sciences, environment and 

conservation, business, medicine, religion, engineering, technology, education, behavioral sciences, the humanities, labor and industry and regional studies.

Format

Print

Arrangement

This directory is arranged into two volumes arranged by subject. Volume 1 contains seven sections in life sciences and physical sciences, and engineering and four sections in private and public policy, four sections in social and culture studies, and one section for multidisciplinary programs and one for research centers. Volume 2 is divided into four indexes; a master index alphabetically arranged, a personal name index, a geographic index, and a subject index.

Entries

Entries provide general information on location, staff, descriptive information on the organization, as well as its resources.

Special Features
Nothing noteworthy

Uses
This is a valuable tool for relevant current information on research centers.

Overall Evaluation

A must have tool for academic and research libraries.

Subject Collections ~ (NF)
Citation

Ash, L., & Miller, W. G. (1993). Subject collections: A guide to special book collections 
and subject emphases as reported by university, college, public, and special libraries and museums in the United States and Canada. New Providence, N.J.: R.R. Bowker.

Purpose

This Directory is a guide to special book collections and subject items as reported by U.S. academic, public, and special libraries and museums in the US and Canada.

Authority

Published by R.R. Bowker, a respected name in reference publishing.

Scope
This 7th edition contains 65,818 entries that are part of collections in 5,882 libraries and other institutions. Of these, 13,266 entries are new.

Format

Print

Arrangement

These two volumes are arranged alphabetically by 18,878 subject headings, 3,128 which are new to this edition. Arrangement is alphabetical by state name, then by city then alphabetically by the name of the library.

Entries

Entries include library name and location (city, state, zip code), a listing of its holdings, and any additional pertinent information.

Special Features

Nothing noteworthy

Uses
This directory can be used to locate specific subject holdings in libraries in the US and Canada.

Overall Evaluation
This directory is an invaluable tool for academic and research libraries who need to locate subject specific information.

Yearbook of International Organizations ~ (NF)
Citation

Union of International Associations. (1967). Yearbook of international organizations. 

Brussels: Union of International Associations.

Purpose
This yearbook catalogs international organizations as well as indentifying a myriad of links between organizations with similar goals.
Authority

Published by The Union of International Associations (UIA), a research institute founded by Nobel Peace Prize laureate of 1913, Henri La Fontaine in 1907 with Paul Otlet, a pioneer in information science.

Scope

Provides more than 30,000 listings of nonprofit organizations that are currently active across all fields of interest.

Format

Print, online and on CD-ROM

Arrangement

This directory is arranged in six volumes: Volume 1 comes in two parts and entries are numbered in alphabetical order. Part A is for organizations from A – Ins; Part B is Int – Z. Has cross-referencing for Volumes 2,3,and 4. Volume 2 lists organizations by country or region, Volume 3 lists organizations by subject, Volume 4 lists publications and information resources as well as almost 18,000 research citations, Volume 5 is Statistics, Visualizations and Patterns, and Volume 6 lists 19,000 biographies of top organization officers

Special Features

CD-ROM and online versions available.

Uses

This directory would be invaluable for locating organizations whose focus and goals align across economic, political, and geographical boundaries.

Overall Evaluation

This directory is an excellent edition for academic and research libraries, but seems too specific for a general reference collection except in larger public libraries.

Biographical Resources
Almanac of Famous People

Citation
Almanac of famous people. (9th ed.). (2 vols). (2007). Detroit: Thomson Gale.

Authority
This almanac was published by Thomson Gale. They are known for research and educational publications since 1954, such as Book Review Index and InfoTrac.
Comprehensiveness within stated scope
This almanac contains bibliographic information on over 30,000 famous people.  They are included in this almanac because they were popular, were controversial, did something newsworthy, or were known for a crime.  They can be from ancient times to the year 2000.

Ease of Use

Entries are alphabetically by subject last name, and may include nickname, birth-name, date and place of birth and death, nationality, occupation, awards, and contribution.  

Bibliographies

There are citations to sources that contain additional biographical information in most entries

Currency

New editions are published every few years to ensure accuracy and to remain up-to-date, with any revisions if needed.

Special Features
This index provides four indexes organized by geography, occupation, chronological by date, and chronological by year.  This makes for easier and more proficient searching.

American National Biography

Citation

American national biography. (24 vol). (1998). New York: Oxford University Press.

Authority

This book is published by the Oxford University Press, the largest and most diverse American university press and publisher, with 3,300 scholarly books in print.  Biographies have been written by respected experts of their fields.

Comprehensiveness within stated scope

This book contains biographies for 17,500 people who have influenced America, whether as a leader, an entertainer, or an outlaw (to name a few).  They can be from ancient times to recent times.

Ease of Use
This book is easy to use.  There are over 17,000 entries that are listed alphabetically by last name.  They are 1-2 pages long, and  include birth and death dates, biography, and bibliography.  Biographies are good-sized and comprehensible.  Information is also indexed by subject, contributor, state or country of birth, and by occupation and realms of renown.

Bibliographies
Bibliographies available in entry.

Currency

Supplements were published in 2002 and 2005 to extend coverage and accuracy of information.  New listings and other revisions are included.  Entries are signed by author.

Special Features

This book is also available as online database, allowing for more results and easier searching.

Biography and Genealogy Master Index
Citation
Biography and genealogy master index.  (4nd ed). (2003). Detroit: Gale

Authority

This index is published by Gale, a leader in educational publishing for libraries, school, and businesses.  They are known for their accurate and reliable information, such as Book Review Index and Almanac of Famous People.

Comprehensiveness within stated scope

This index helps the reader navigate through publications, to find the best one for the biographical information they need.  It provides information on almost 5 million living and dead people, from all over the world, all known for different reasons.  It offers 1,700 biographical sources whether from subject encyclopedias, biographical dictionaries, who’s who guides, and works of literary criticism.

Ease of Use

This index is easy to use. Entries are alphabetized by last name of subject, and include name of the subject birth and death dates, and bibliographic references to relevant sources.

Bibliographies

Indexes bibliographic sources.

Currency
Volumes are published every 5 years, which is fairly current for biographies.  However, supplements are available twice a year, making this source more valuable and up-to-date.

Special Features

This index is also available online as a database.  It is updated several times year, making it very recent, and provides easier searching 

Biography

Citation

Biography.  Retrieved April 15, 2009 from 

http://www.library.uiuc.edu/rex/erefs/biography.html.

Authority
Sources included on this page are from well-known and respected publishers.  They include GaleNet, Marquis, Oxford University Press, among other publishers known for their reliable research and educational publications.

Comprehensiveness within stated scope

This site provides links to 17 different sources, containing a vast supply of biographical information on all types of people, from all over the world, from ancient times to now.  Illustrations and bibliographical information can be included.

Audience

This intended audience for this page is the students and employees of the University of Illinois.

Ease of Use

This page is the biography section under the University of Illinois library's Online Reference Collection.  It lists entries for various biographical sources, which include links to the source, most of which are accessible only by UIC students and employees.  Entries also include a brief, clear description and scope of the source.

Pictures

American National Biographies, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, and Oxford African American Studies Center all contain photos or illustrations.

Bibliographies
Descriptions of four of the sources actually state that they provide bibliographies or bibliographical information. 

Currency
The guide states that Writers Directory has up-to-date information, Biography and Genealogy Master Index is updated biannually, and the Oxford African American Studies Center is updated daily.  It can be assumed that other sources, such as Biography.com, may be updated frequently 

Special Features

This site offers quick access to online versions of reliable print biographical sources.  Because they are online, they have the ability to be updates more frequently, to provide links to other sources, and to make for more efficient searching.

Biography.com

Citation

Biography.com. Retrieved April 16, 2009 from http://www.biography.com/

Authority

This website is provided by A&E Television Networks.  They are known for providing the Biography television channel and the History Channel.

Comprehensiveness within stated scope

This website features biographies of famous people, from ancient times to the present, however it mostly features current celebrities.  It includes featured biographies, photo and video galleries, games, Born on this Day, headlines and news, TV listings for their television channel and more.

Audience

This website is informative, yet fun and light-hearted.  It appears to be intended for anyone who is interested in a celebrity and wants a brief biography and photos.  There are some more in-depth biographies for users interested in research, however all the games and videos make this website seem as though it is more for fun.

Ease of use

This website can be search by keyword or subject name.  Entries may contain subject's birth name and recognized name, date of birth and death, 1 to 4 page average biographies (can be in the 20+), video images,  photo galleries, a list of related people, related works, and related websites.  If a selected feature subject, biography page can be more in-depth.

Pictures

There are many picture and photo galleries available.

Bibliographies
N/A

Currency

This website is updated frequently.

Special Features

This site features many games and quizzes, biographies for kids, discussion forums, photo and video galleries, Born on This Day, Headline News, What's on TV, Bio's Best, and their online store.

Biography Index

Citation

Biography index.  Retrieved April 16, 2009 from http://library.ucf.edu/

Authority
This database is provided by H.W. Wilson, one of the most recognizable names in education and research publications.  They are known for publishing many well-

known books found in the library, such as Short Story Index, Bibliographic Index, and Book Review Digest.  This database was put together by an in-house staff of librarians and subject specialists.

Comprehensiveness within stated scope

This database indexes over a million biographical sources from periodicals, individual and collective biographical books, and other sources.  Subjects are from ancient times to present, from all over the world, known for different reasons.  This database contains the equivalent of 29 print volumes.

Ease of use

Can search by keyword or Boolean terms, and can specify if full text is needed.  Can also browse by subject, or use thesaurus.  Entries may provide the full display of the record (includes subject name, date of birth and death, profession), full text of the biography article, related images, related items, articles, and book citations, and related full text articles.

Pictures

Included

Bibliographies

Citations to bibliographies included

Currency
This database averages 22,000 new citations a year
Special Features

This index provides insights that reflect perspectives of the time the subjects lived during.  It also uses updated terminology, allowing the user to search with contemporary terms.

Cambridge Biographical Encyclopedia.

Citation

Crystal, D. (1998). The Cambridge biographical encyclopedia. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press.

Authority:

Cambridge University Press

Scope/ Selection Criteria/ Comprehensiveness:

It is the successor to the Chamber’s Biographical Dictionary and contains information taken from that and from Cambridge’s in-house database.  Its entries focus on figures in popular culture.  

Length of Entry:

There are 26,000 entries covering both living and deceased. The entries are one paragraph in length and cover all time periods.    

Ease of use:

It is easy to use as all entries are alphabetic by last name and are in letter by letter arrangement.

Pictures:

There are some pictures.

Bibliographies:

There are no bibliographies.

Currency:

The second edition was printed in 1998, over 10 years ago.

Special Features:

There is a ready reference section which lists such things as political rulers, Saints, Nobel prizewinner, etc.  There is  a Contemporaries section listing significant events from the A-Z section, arranged year by year from 1500-1997 so it is easier to see which people lived at the same time and what was happening all over the world in 

each year.  There is also a Connections section which brings people together who belong together because of their participation in a historical event.

Contemporary Authors

Citation

Contemporary authors. 1962. Detroit: Gale Research Co.

Authority:

Gale Research Co.

Scope/ Selection Criteria/ Comprehensiveness:

The subtitle for this series is A bio-bibliographical guide to current writers in fiction, general nonfiction, poetry, journalism, drama, motion pictures, television and other fields.The series which started in 1962 had done 120,000 profiles of writers since 

then.  As can be seen from the subtitle, they include writers of all genres.  This makes this an excellent resource to begin a biographical search.

Length of Entry:

The entries begin with a brief overview of the person and their work and then go into a more detailed biographical essay.  I found the articles to be very interesting to read and very informative.

Ease of use:

The organization of print version is a bit complex. Since new volumes are put out several times a year, you must use the cumulative index to find out which of the numbered volumes the person you are looking for is in.  In this index, authors who have article in any of the variations of the series will have all of their entries for each series listed in the cumulative index.  Once you understand the system, it is easy to follow. However, since they now have an online version, it eliminates this problem altogether since you just put in the person’s name and get all of their entries in any of the Series.

Pictures:

A few of the entries had photos but not many.

Bibliographies:

All entries had bibliographies and also critical sources.

Currency:

Several volumes are printed each year and each volume contains a cumulative index to the entire set.

Special Features:

The cumulative index also gives the location of articles in other versions of this series such as the Revision Series, the Autobiographical Series,  and the Dictionary of Literary Biography Seies.

Current Biography. 
Citation
H.W. Wilson Company. (1940). Current biography. Bronx, N.Y.: H.W. Wilson.

Authority
Published by H.W. Wilson Company

Scope/ Selection Criteria/ Comprehensiveness:

This series focuses on notable individuals while they are still living.  Research is done on them through newspapers, magazines, internet searches, reference books, and government news releases.  

Length of Entry:

Entries are lengthy, have good readability and are objective in viewpoint.  They give information on both the person’s professional and private life.

Ease of use:

Use of the indexes are a must in order to find out which volume the person is in.  There is a cumulative index of all biographies published in the series from 1940-2000.  For entries after 2000, the yearbooks have the index on them.

Pictures:

A picture of each author is given.

Bibliographies:

Bibliographies are included at the end of each entry.

Currency :

Updates are put out monthly and accumulated into an annual yearbook.

Special Features:

Whenever a person who has had an entry in the series dies, a short obituary notice is given on them.  Each obituary notice references their entry and also their New York Times obituary if there was one.

Dictionary of American Biography
Citation:

American Council of Learned Societies. (1928). Dictionary of American biography. 

New York: Scribner.

Authority:

Published by Scribner’s in New York

Scope/ Selection Criteria/ Comprehensiveness:

The subtitle for this resource says it is biographies of “Person's Who Have Been Remarkable, or Prominently Connected with the Arts, Sciences, Literature, Politics, or History of the American Continent.” This is what is called a retrospective biography. Its entries are only of people who are deceased.  For example, Supplement #10, published in 1995, has entries on people who had died during the period of 1976-1980.  According to our textbook (Bopp p.395), some scholars felt this series was too dated and lacked diversity.  Another series entitled American National Biography was produced.  However, many believe that the new series acts more as a complement to the original series instead of as a replacement and highly recommend the use of both.

Length of Entry:

The entries are signed and are of a good length.  According to the introduction, the editors have tried to leave the reader with an impression of the person’s personality, not just facts about their life.

Ease of use:

Indexes must be used to determine which volume each person’s entry is in.

Pictures:

There are no pictures included.

Bibliographies:

Bibliographies are included at the end of each article.

Currency:

The last supplement was published in 1985 and includes people who died no later than 1980.  As mentioned above, it was replaced by the American National Biography, which is available in both print and online formats.

Special Features:

According to the introduction, the articles in this resource were based as much as possible on original research, with its accuracy checked by specially delegated employees working through the resources of the Library of Congress.

Dictionary of National Biography
Citation
Dictionary of National Biography. 22 vols. London: Smith, Elder, 1908-1909. 

Supplements, 1912- . 

Authority

Published by Oxford University Press.  Each article is signed by author with a list of sources

Scope

Aims to provide full, accurate, concise and readable articles on noteworthy people prior to the year 1900

Entries

Each entry is about one page and entries are arranged alphabetically by last name.  Also birth and death dates are listed as well as their occupation and biography

Pictures

There is not a picture for every entry but one for every five entries approximately

Bibliographies

Each entry has a list of sources provided

Currency

The copyright of the book is 2004, but the information is only covered to the year 1900

Encyclopedia of World Biography

Citation
Encyclopedia of World Biography. 2d ed. 17 vols. Detroit: Gale, 1998. Supplement. 1 

vol. 1999.

Authority

Published by Gale

Scope

Provide biographical information on prominent people from many time periods to the present.  Contains over 7,000 entries

Enties
Arranged aplphabetically and contain a summary of the person’s life followed the person’s accomplishments

 Pictures
Usually each entry contained a portrait of the person 

Bibliographies

At the end of each entry there was a list of further reading

Currency
1998

The International Who's Who

Citation

The International Who's Who, 2000. 63rd ed. London: Europa, 1999.

Authority

Articles are written by the actual person or by the editor or the Europa Editorial Department.

Scope

Contains people of interest and importance in many fields with over 22,000 entries

Entries

Entries are arranged in alphabetical order by last name.  Each entry contains the person’s country, profession, birth and death date, home town, parent’s names, souses, children, education, professional memberships, accomplishments and contact information/

Pictures

None

Bibliographies

None 

Currency

2008

Marquis Who's Who
Citation

Marquis Who's Who. (Dialog file 234)

Authority

Marquis

Scope

Provides reference access to people listed in Marquis Who’s Who biographical publications.  Contains the name of approximately 332,000 individuals

Entries

Names are arranged alphabetically according to surname.  A table of abbreviations is used to indicate which directory the complete biographical sketch can be found.

Pictures

None 

Bibliographies

None contained in the index

Currency

1993

Merriam-Webster's Biographical Dictionary

Citation

Merriam-Webster's Biographical Dictionary. Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-Webster, 

1995.

Authority

Published by Merriam Webster.  Entries are written by the editors and some criticisms, corrections and suggestions are made by readers and users.

Scope

Presents in a single volume biographical information on important, celebrated or notorious figures from the last 5,000 years, beginning with Menes, King of Egypt and continuing to 30,000 more entries.

Entries

Entries include name, pronunciation, prenames, titles, birth and death dates, nationality and pertinent details of the subject’s career 

Pictures
None

Bibliographies

None

Currency

1995

Dictionary of American Negro Biography
Citation:

Logan, R. W., & Winston, M. R. (1982). Dictionary of American Negro biography. New 

York: Norton.

Authority:

W. W. Norton & Company, the oldest and largest publishing house owned wholly by its employees publishes about 400 books annually in hardcover and paperback.  Norton has been known for its distinguished publishing programs in both the trade and the college textbook areas.

Scope/ Selection Criteria/ Comprehensiveness:

This resource was published in order to fill a gap in the Dictionary of American Biography.  In the DAB there are only 81 articles on African Americans.  The Dictionary of American Negro Biography contains several hundred articles.  Many of the people included made contributions to their local communities rather than the mainstream white society.  This is a retrospective biography.  All entries are on deceased persons.  The cut off year for inclusion was 1970.

Length of Entry:

The entries vary in length from short to quite long.  The people’s private and public lives are chronicled.

Ease of use:

This resource is very easy to use.  The entries are alphabetic and it contain no indexes.

Pictures:

There are no pictures included.

Bibliographies:

Bibliographies are included at the end of each article.  

Currency:
Since the entries only include prominent African Americans since 1970, it is obviously very out of date. However, it is still useful for research for periods prior to 1970.

New York Times Biographical Service

Citation
New York Times Biographical Service. New York: UMI, 1970- .

Authority

The New York Times

Scope

Contains reproductions of major biographical articles (both obituary and news-oriented) which have appeared in the New York Times.

Entries

Entries are arranged alphabetically by last name   You can use the index in the latest edition to locate an individual

Pictures

Most entries include a photo

Bibliographies

None

Currency

2001

Who Was Who ~ (NF)
Citation

Who was who: 1897-1995. (1929-1996). London: A & C Black.

Purpose

This directory compiles biographies of individuals previoiusly listed in Who's Who who where removed during the decades listed due to their death. This is an important companion guide to the Who's Who. 

Authority

A & C Black has been the authoritative publisher of Who’s Who for over 160 years.

Scope

Contains biographies of individuals listed in Who's Who, and who died and were removed for  specified decades.

Format
Print
Arrangement

Entries are arranged alphabetically by surname.

Entries

Entries are as they last appeared in the Who’s Who directory, updated for date of death and any other information that has changed since the previous Who’s Who publication. Information is listed across 20 biographical categories.

Special Features

Contains abbreviation listing. Supplemental Index available containing individuals appearing in Who Was Who volumes published from 1897 – 1980.

Uses

Used to keep the current edition of Who's Who up-to-date.

Overall Evaluation

This is an essential reference tool for libraries that include Who's Who in their collections. 

Who Was Who in America ~ (NF)
Citation
Who was who in America: 1897-1998. (1942-2000). New Providence, N.J.: Marquis.

Purpose

This directory is a companion guide to Who’s Who in America, providing biographies of individuals who were removed from the Who’s Who in America reference resource due to death.

Authority

Published by Marquis, respected publisher of reference tools.

Scope
This directory contains the biographies of individuals who died and were removed from Who’s Who from the years 1887 – 1998.
Format

Print

Arrangement

This arrangement is the same as in Who’s Who; alphabetically by surname.

Entries

The entries are identical to the last entry in the Who’s Who directory, updated for date of death and any other additions or changes noted since the previous Who’s Who was published. Entries list the following, if applicable: name, occupation, vital statistics, parents, marriage, children, education, professional certifications, career, career-related, writings and creative works, civic and political activities, military service, awards and fellowships, professional and association memberships, clubs and lodges, political affiliation, religion, home address, office address.

Uses

Can be used to determine year of death for individuals listed in Who’s Who in America.

Overall Evaluation

This companion volume to Who’s Who should be included in any collection that contains it. It is a valuable tool for anyone needing current biographical information on notable individuals in America.

Marquis Who's Who ~ (NF)
Citation

Marquis who’s who. (2005). New Providence, NJ: Marquis’ Who's who.

Purpose

This directory provides the reader biographical profiles of individuals who have contributed to their field of endeavor and who are considered notable and influential.

Authority

Published by Marquis, respected publisher of reference tools.

Scope
Over 100,000 entries on notable men and women who have made significant contributions in the fields of business, politics, healthcare, science and  entertainment and arts to name but a few.
Format

Published annually in two-volumes hardcover. This reference tool is also availabe online at http://marquiswhoswho.com/.

Arrangement

The arrange in this directory is alphabetical with the following indexes; geographic, names by city and state, a professional index which list individuals by name according to categories, and then by city and state.

Entries

All entries follow the same format; first the individual's person’s first and last name are capitalized and in bold typeface, followed by occupation, date and place of birth, family background, education, career, career related endeavors, awards, hobbies and special interests, family information and contact information.

Special Features

Portions of this and other Marquis’ works are also available for free on the web at http://www.marquiswhoswho.com/.

Uses

This directory will be useful in identifying biographical information including professional accomplishments of noteworthy Americans. Executives, journalists, educators, students, libraries, and researchers of all kinds will consult this reference tool for in-depth, accurate information.

Overall Evaluation

This is an important reference directory for public and academic libraries.

Who's Who ~ (NF)
Citation

Who's who 2008. (2007). London: A. & C. Black.

Purpose

This directory is an authoritative source for information on persons recognized as influential and foremost in their field of study.

Authority
First published by A & C Black in 1847, and then expanded in 1897 to include biographies of notable persons. A & C Black has been the authoritative publisher of Who’s Who for over 160 years.
Scope

This 2008 edition contains over 32,000 biographies, 1,000 of which are included for the first time. Included are notable individuals from all avenues of life including the arts, business and finance, the church, civil service, education, entertainment, sports, government, law, media, medicine, professional institutions, science, and the trade unions.

Format

Print and online subscription version.

Arrangement

Entries are arranged by surname in alphabetical order.

Entries

All entries follow a standard format that contains: full name, present post, date of birth, family information, education, career (in date order), publications, recreations, and address.

Special Features

In addition to an historical note and list of abbreviations, this edition also contains obituaries of deaths from mid-September 2006 to mid-September 2007. There is a separate entry for the Royal Family.

Uses

As with any directory of notable persons, the Who’s Who can be used to indentify biographical information on notable individuals who are still living.

Overall Evaluation

This is an important reference directory for public and academic libraries.

Who's Who in America ~ (NF)
Citation

Marquis Who's Who in America. (2009). In Marquis Who's Who in America. New 

Providence, NJ: Marquis Who's Who LLC. Retrieved April 11, 2009, from http://www.credoreference.com/entry/8811054/.

Purpose
Provides biographies of notable Americans and a select group of international individuals who have had impact on America.
Authority

Published by Marquis, respected publisher of reference tools.

Scope

Contains over 110,000 profiles of noteworthy individuals who have contributed to America through their endeavors. This edition has 41,000 new listings and 87,000 updated entries.

Format

This is available in print and online.

Arrangement

2 volume set, names are arranged alphabetically by surname. Contains geographical and professional indexes.

Entries

Entries list information on up to 20 different biographical categories such as: name, occupation, vital statistics, parents, marriage, children, education, professional accomplishments, etc.

Special Features

Contains full color tribute to several “difference markers” whose actions have had a profound impact on America.

Uses

This is an important biographical reference tool for networking, prospecting, fact-checking, and numerous other research purposes.

Overall Evaluation

Excellent resource for both academic and public libraries.

Who's Who in the World ~ (NF)

Citation

Credo Reference (Firm). (2007). Who's who in the world, 2008. New Providence, 

N.J.: Marquis Who's Who.

Purpose

Provides biographies of notable international figures.

Authority

Published by Marquis, respected publisher of reference tools.

Scope

This edition features more than 74,000 profiles of internationally prominent persons from a wide range of backgrounds, 40,000 of which were new in this edition.  Profiles include over 200 nations’ most noteworthy individuals who have made significant contributions to their chosen fields, society and the world. There are entries on political, business, and religious leaders, scientists, Nobel Prize winners, as well as royalty.

Format

Print.

Arrangement

The entries are arranged alphabetically by surname in a single volume.

Entries

Entries list the following available information in this order: name, occupation, vital statistics, parents, marriage, children, education, additional certifications, employment history, public and military service, professional awards, artistic endeavors, writings and creative works, civic and political activities, military service, awards and fellowships, professional and association memberships, avocations, home address, office address, email address

Special Features

In the preliminary pages there is a key to information, a table of abbreviations, Contains Professional Index with individuals arranged alphabetically by profession.

Uses

Can be used by researchers, historians, students, and others to assist with identification of noteworthy individuals.

Overall Evaluation

This directory is a general people directory that belongs in academic as well as public libraries.

Who's Who of American Women

Citation

Marquis Who's Who. (2008). Who's Who of American Women 2008-2009. Marquis 

Whos Who.

Purpose
This edition provides biographical information on American women based on noteworthy accomplishments, visibility, and importance in their given field.

Authority

Published by Marquis, respected publisher of reference tools.

Scope

Contains biographies of more than 40,000 American women.

Format

Print and online subscription version available.

Arrangement

Single volume arranged alphabetically by surname.

Entries

Entries list the following, if applicable: name, occupation, vital statistics, parents, marriage, children, education, professional certifications, career, career-related, writings and creative works, civic and political activities, military service, awards and fellowships, professional and association memberships, political affiliation, religion, home address, office address.

Special Features

This edition contains a Table of Abbreviations as well as a Then and Now, 1958 – 2008 section, which highlights extraordinary women from 1958 and their 2008 contemporaries.

Uses

This directory will be useful in identifying biographical information including professional accomplishments of noteworthy American women.

Overall Evaluation

This directory is a valuable reference tool for most academic and public libraries.

Atlas of the World

Citations: 

George Philip and Son, L., & Oxford University Press. (2003). Oxford atlas of the world. London; New York, N.Y.: Philip’s

Currency/Accuracy: 

I reviewed the 2003 edition but it is updated regularly.  There is currently a 2008 edition available. 

Authority/Publisher: 

Oxford University Press 

Audience/Balanced Coverage: 

Very well balanced coverage.  Gives map of each country.  Does not give separate maps for each US state.  Starts map sequence in the classical arrangement used by cartographers since the 16th century.  Maps go from north to south and in clockwise around the globe in the following sequence – Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia & Oceania, North America, South America.  

Index/Ease of Use: 

This atlas is very easy to use. The inside front cover provides a quick pictorial reference to the map pages. It also has a quick reference alphabetical index just for countries in the last page of the book.  There is a How To Use section in the front of the book with detailed explanations.  The extensive alphabetic index gives the country the city is in, the map number, the grid number on the map, and its latitude and longitude coordinates.  

Scale: 

The scale is given for each map and each one is different.  The projection is noted in the border. 

Color & Symbols:  

Color is used to indicate elevation and there are symbols used for natural and man-made objects.  A key to color and symbols is given in the How To Use section. 

Legibility: 

All of the maps are clear and easy to read.  

Special Features: 

Sections of the Book:  World Statistics, Images of the Earth, Gazetteer of Nations, Introduction to World Geography, City maps, World maps, Geographical glossary and Index. 

Cambridge World Gazetteer

(Formerly Chamber’s World Gazetteer)

Citations: 

Munro, D. (1990). Cambridge world gazetteer: A geographical dictionary. Cambridge [England]; New York: Cambridge University Press.  

Currency/Accuracy: 

There have been no new editions of this made since the 1990 edition. 19 years ago.  Obviously currency/accuracy is a problem. The 1990 edition is an updated version of the 1988 edition, which was titled Chamber’s World Gazetteer.Munro, D. (1990). Cambridge world gazetteer: A geographical dictionary. Cambridge [England]: Cambridge University Press. 

Authority/Publisher: 

Cambridge University Press 

Audience/Balanced Coverage: 

The preface said that they tried to be as inclusive as possible but due to size constraints there were many instances where they had to be selective. 

Covers countries, regions, cities, and physical features, economical and cultural regions. 

Index/Ease of Use: 

No index.  Entries arranged alphabetically. 

Scale: 

Scale is given in the World Atlas section. 

Color & Symbols: 

Some of the entries in the gazetteer contain maps with territorial divisions.  

Maps in the World Atlas section shows colors for different elevations and also uses symbols. 

Legibility: 

Good legibility in both the gazetteer and the maps. 

Special Features: 

Has a guidance section, sample entry with explanations, list of abbreviations and pronunciations, abbreviations of international organizations mentioned in the entries, and a conversion guide. 

The Columbia Gazetteer of the World

Citations: 

Cohen, S. B. (2008). The Columbia gazetteer of the world. New York: Columbia University Press.  

Currency/Accuracy: 

There is now a 2008 edition, which is the updated version of the 1998 edition.  The latest edition contains 170,000 entries. There is also an online version that is updated continuously. 

Authority/Publisher: 

Published by the Columbia University Press.  This gazetteer was originally published in 1893.  There is a staff of 150 leading geographical scholars from all over the world supervising the writing of the entries. 

Audience/Balanced Coverage: 

It is meant for librarians, academics, researchers, students, writers, people in industry, governmental use, and for travelers. They have tried to give balanced coverage for each country.  

Index/Ease of Use: 

It comes in three volumes.  There is no index and all entries are alphabetic in word by word arrangement. 

Scale: 

N/A 

Color & Symbols: 

N/A 

Legibility: 

N/A 

Special Features: 

Covers the political world of boundaries (countries, regions, cities, towns, villages, etc.), the physical world (continents, oceans, seas, etc.), and special places such as national parks. 

Cambridge Gazetteer of the US & Canada

Citation

Cambridge gazetteer of the USA and Canada. (1995). New York: Cambridge University Press.

Authority/Publisher

This book is published by the Cambridge University Press, the world's oldest continually operating book publisher.  They are known for publishing many well used reference tools used in the library and classroom.

Currency/Accuracy

The information in this book is based upon the latest census data, government statistics, travel literature, information from the chamber of commerce, maps, atlases, scientific works, and specialized handbooks all recent at the time.  Unfortunately, that was over ten years ago so some information needs to be updated.

Index

There is no index but an extensive entry section that name each place, define, give size of population and physical extent, location, how far from a familiar point of reference, the essence of the place, why it is of interest, and cross-references.  There is also a glossary provided.

Scale

This gazetteer goes beyond basic atlases, and includes urban, suburban, and rural communities, lakes, rivers, oceans, coastal areas, wetlands, mountains, valleys, plateaus, parks, preserves, etc.

 Color/Symbols

Its cover boasts that it contains color maps and illustrations, however the 20 maps just include occasional pink tinting to show different regions, states, disputed land, if land is with or without original claims, and to show a drainage basin.  Symbols are used to mark Indian villages, forts, historical sites, trails, roads, rails, battles, and battlefields.

Format

Hardcover book with over 12,000 entries and 20 maps.

Guide to Places of the World

Citations: 

Reader's digest guide to places of the world. (1995) London; Montreal: Reader's Digest Association.  

Currency/Accuracy: 

Printed in 1995 so is not a current reference.   However, it contains lots of interesting information on places of the world. 

Authority/Publisher: 

Published by Reader’s Digest. 

Audience/Balanced Coverage: 

Contains over 8,000 entries and includes all nations in the world, their major cities, and geographical features. 

Index/Ease of Use: 

There is no index.  All entries are A-Z in word by word arrangement.  The table of contents page has two separate tables with small indexes. One is for natural features such as caves, glaciers, rivers, etc. It indicates where they can be found in the A-Z entries.  The second one covers world records such as the longest bridges, biggest dams, most earthquakes, largest mountains, longest waterfalls, extreme weather conditions. 

Scale: 

N/A 

Color & Symbols: 

N/A 

Legibility: 

N/A 

Special Features: 

Back of the book contains pictures of all the flags of the world and a short list of international organizations. 

Hammond Atlas of the World

Citation

Hammond atlas of the world. (5th ed.) (2008). Maplewood, N.J.: Hammond.

Currency/Accuracy

This book was published in 2008 and therefore very current.  It has informative sections on current topics such as fossil fuels, global urbanization, and the future of energy and the environment.

Authority/Publisher

This atlas was published by Hammond World Atlas Corporation.  They are one of the oldest map publishing companies, and respected for publishing many bestselling maps and atlases.

Balanced coverage

Atlas is organized in four sections: Thematic Section, Satellite Section, Map Section, and Statistics and Index Section.  It contains an extensive collection of maps, photographs, and information for countries from every continent.  It also takes an in-depth look at the world as a whole, and outer space.

Index

Indexes and helpful guides include: World Statistics, Countries of the World, Population of the World, Population of Major Cities, Index Abbreviations, Index of the World, Population of Major Cities, Glossary of Foreign Terms.

Scale

Scales are available from 1:500,000 to 1:12 million and smaller.

Color & symbols

Many colorful pictures, and maps.  Color tint is used to represent the elevation of land area and depth of ocean.  There are symbols for land boundaries, transportation, drainage features, cultural features, and other physical features.

Legibility

Literary sections are extremely informative, up-to-date, and easy enough to understand.

Historical Atlas of the United States

Citation

Historical atlas of the United States. (1988). Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society.

Currency/Accuracy

Curators shared collections, graduate students shared dissertations, and scholars and consultants came in to advise and review all work to ensure everything was accurate and up-to-date.  Unfortunately, this atlas was published in 1988, and therefore is 10 years out of date.

Authority/Publisher

This atlas was published by the National Geographic Society.  They are one of the world's largest non-profit educational institutions, with a huge interest in geography.  They are known for publishing the National Geographic magazine.

Balanced coverage

This atlas focuses on five different time periods from 1400 to 1988.  Each period contains discussions, maps, graphs, illustrations, cultural artifacts, memorable events, and colorful personages of the time.

Index

Index is available at end of atlas

Scale

Maps are available in all sizes

Color/symbols

This atlas contains many bright, color pictures. Color is also used to show different variations in land – such as different terrains, precipitation, vegetation, environmental stress, soil erosion, and territorial growth.  Symbols mark sites such as archaic sites, forts, and battle sites.

Legibility

The writing is clear and informative with many pictures and graphs to supplement.

.

MapQuest
Citation

MapQuest. Retrieved April 20, 2009 at http://www.mapquest.com/

Currency/Accuracy

Information for MapQuest is provided by AND Products B.V., Centrus, Tele Atlas, NAVTEQ, and DMTI Spatial, Inc.  They are all experts in ensuring locational accuracy in the data the collect.  A search was done for my new office building, which was completed in January in a new part of Ponte Vedra, Florida, however it was not located.

Authority/Publisher

This website is produced by MapQuest, Inc.  They are a well-recognized company that provides reliable maps and directions over the internet or wireless devices.

Index

Users are able to view articles from all categories under the extensive Help Section.  If they can’t find what they are looking for, they can perform a search or advanced search.

Scale

The map can be adjusted to show as far the country or as close as to the street.

Color/Symbols

Color is used to show the difference in main roads and highway from smaller ones, and various geographical locations, such as water, forests.  When viewing map, the user can choose to show symbols for hotels and motels, shopping, movie theaters, schools, bars, pharmacy, restaurants, gas stations, parking, post offices, coffee shops, grocery stores.

Format

This is a website, although MapQuest is also available through wireless devices.

Atlas of the Universe ~ (NF)
Although this is technically an atlas, it does not follow the typical pattern of maps so the evaluation did not quite fit. Instead I used the encyclopedia format, as it more closely resembles one.

Citation

Moore, P. Firefly atlas of the universe. (2003). New York: Firefly Books.

Purpose

Provides a tour of the universe. Gives stunning photographs that are detailed and certain to hold even the most casual reader spellbound. 

Scope: This atlas has hundreds of photographs from the Hubble Space Telescope, the best images from 40 years of robot exploration of the planets in addition to ground-based telescopes. There are star maps and sections on how to watch the heavens.

Format: A single volume, hardcover text of 288 pages.

Arrangement: This reference is broken into seven sections:

1.    Exploring the Universe – history of astronomy and space exploration

2.    The Solar System – The Earth and all the planets.

3.    The Sun – Covers sunspots, eclipses, and the Sun’s polar regions.

4.    The Stars – Covers movements, life cycles, supernovas, black holes and more.

5.    The Universe – The structure of the universe, our galaxy, quasars, and more.

6.    Star Maps – Complete atlas of constellations in 22 maps.

7.    The Practical Astronomer – Introduces beginners to star gazing, equipment as well as advanced advice.

Entries

Entries are colorful with many full illustrations and a well written and understandable text.

Special Features

There are charts, color maps, and many beautiful photos of the universe

Uses

This reference is useful for a range of amateur astronomers, from beginners to seasoned veterans. Information is well written and accessible to most readers with a keen interest in astronomy.

Overall Evaluation

This is a visually outstanding book that will appeal to patrons of all ages. Public, school, and academic libraries will find this a useful reference tool for browsing or research purposes.

The National Atlas of the United States of America ~ (NF)
Citation 
National Atlas of the United States, March 5, 2003, http://nationalatlas.gov
Currency/Accuracy

This site is updated on a daily basis. The most recent update was today, April 17, 2008. 

Authority/Publisher

The United States Department of the Interior is the publisher of this website. 

Audience/Balanced Coverage

This site provides access to maps of all aspect of America as well as maps that you can make yourself. The audience would be students, teachers, and families that home school. Because these maps are fact based, the coverage is fair and balanced.

Index/Ease of Use

While there is an extensive amount of information on the home page, it has a cluttered look, with small type that is not very appealing. There is an extensive block of type on the body, explaining new features while that space would be better used arranging the links in a user-friendlier format. There are two bars across the top with links to the various pages. 

Scale 

Most of the data on the maps are collected at a scale of 1:2,000,000 and are intended for use at national or large regional scales. In the Map Maker, a bar scale appears under the map. The scale of each wall map is included on the Wall Maps page. They use a wide variety of scales on National Atlas printable maps

Color & Symbols 

There are so many functions on this site that a user could spend hours and not cover each facet of what is offered. Information is colorful and follows conventional standards, i.e. weather pattern maps follow standard colors designating heat, cold, storms, etc. The symbols are clearly spelled out on each page and information is listed on the same page without the need for additional windows. 

Legibility

The interface is solid white with numerous links at the top of the page, a Google custom search engine, as well as links to help, FAQs, a sitemap and other general site information. Once you reach the entries, you will find them well laid out. The type is 

large and easy to read with sections separated by a consistent blue bar. Each page has a similar layout so once the user is accustomed to the entries, they will have no trouble navigating the site.

Special Features

You can customize your own map, mix and match various layers of information,, print pre-formatted maps, order larger maps for classroom or office use, play educational games with the maps and read articles relating to topics of interest.

Uses: Useful to researchers, students, and anyone interested in the geography of the United States.

Rand McNally Commercial Atlas & Marketing Guide ~ (NF)
Citation

Rand McNally and Company. (2009). Rand McNally commercial atlas & marketing guide, 2009. Chicago, IL: Rand McNally & Co, 2009.
Currency/Accuracy

This atlas if published yearly so that it has the up-to-date information across all the areas it covers. There is also an online database for up-to-the-minute information.

Authority/Publisher

Rand McNally, one of the most respected publishers of maps and map related reference materials.

Audience/Balanced Coverage

This atlas is for the business professional looking for up-to-date statistics on over 123,000 places in the United States.  This is a 2-volume set is a resource for market research with large state maps of towns, cities, counties, metro areas, rivers, lakes, and railroads. 

Index/Ease of Use

The 2009 Guide is formatted into two volumes: one book is the guide and the other is the index. The index is thorough and is easy to use, especially with all the cross-referencing. 
Scale

There are complete and large scaled maps for all 50 states.

Color & Symbols (not gazetteers)

Like all Rand McNally maps, these are clear, concise with key information accessible with a quick glance. 

Legibility 

This is written for the professional business person, with a great deal of statistical information, there are state indexes, data on population, income, manufacturing and sales data for counties, and basic trading areas. This is not written for the casual reader or browser.

Special Features

· Census data and population estimates and projections

· Economic data and economic activity projections

· Comprehensive state indexes of more than 120,000 U.S. places

· State tables of principal cities and their populations as well as basic             

              business data by county.

· Specialized maps including U.S. thematic maps, highways and driving times maps, city and downtown inset maps, and country subdivision map

Rand McNally Road Atlas: United States, Canada, Mexico

Citation

Rand McNally Road Atlas: United States, Canada, Mexico. Chicago: Rand McNally, 1926- . Annual.

Currency/Accuracy

This atlas was published in 2009 and is updated annually.  Maps appeared to be accurate when checked with known information 

Authority/Publisher

This atlas was published by Rand McNally

Balanced coverage

This atlas has a map for each state, also included with each state map is a chart that states the distance between major cities as well as zoomed in portion of popular citites

Index

The index contained list of a large amount of counties, cities and towns in the United States, Canada and Mexico.  Each of these have a letter and a number that correspond to the cities location on the state map.

Color & symbols

There is an index at the beginning of the atlas that contains a legend of at least thirty symbols ranging from borders, highways, roadways, rivers, lakes, unpaved roads etc.  All the maps are in color.

Legibility

There are only a few pages of written information about special interest places to visit.  All maps are very accurate, but some heavily populated areas are difficult to read, and only certain areas are zoomed in for closer observation.

The Times Atlas of the World

Citation

The Times Atlas of the World. 10th ed. New York: Times Books, 1999.

Currency/Accuracy

The only edition available at Buley was from 1997.  The information is 12 years old which makes some information inaccurate. 

Authority/Publisher

This atlas was published by Times books and Random House

Balanced coverage

The atlas contained balanced coverage for the information in 1997.

Index

The index was easily to understand and had counties and cities listed in alphabetical order and told the exact page the information was on.

Color & symbols

The maps were colorful and showed elevation and bodies of water as well as borders.  The beginning of the atlas contained a legend of all the symbols used.

Legibility

The maps were clear and easy to read, and the index was extremely easy to use and you were able to find any information quickly

The Times Atlas of World History

Citation

The Times Atlas of World History. 4th ed. New York: Times Books, 1993.

Currency/Accuracy

The latest edition available was from 1982, but there is a 4th edition that was published in 1994.

Authority/Publisher

This atlas was published by Times books and Hammond Inc.

Balanced coverage

The atlas contained contains a wealth with over 600 maps as well as text that pertains to major themes in world history.  Such as trade routes and industry, settlements, empires and wars.

Index

The atlas contained a glossary of people, places and events to help the reader better understand the information provided as well as an index of historical place names.

Color & symbols

The maps were colorful and also contained pictures throughout the atlas.  Empires of the ancient world were shaded to better understand how much the empire spanned throughout the globe.  It was easier to understand the vastness of some of the empires by looking at the maps, rather than just reading the text.

Legibility

The maps were clear and easy to read, and also it was easier to understand the vastness of some of the empires by looking at the maps, rather than just reading the text.

The Weather Almanac

Citation

The Weather Almanac. 9th ed. Detroit: Gale, 1999.

Currency/Accuracy

The copy available at Buley is form 1992, but the latest edition available is from 2004

Authority/Publisher

This almanac was published by Gale research in detroit.

Balanced coverage

The almanac contains detailed coverage of selected U.S. cities.  It has detailed maps, charts and encyclopedic entries as well

Index

A small six page index of certain weather terms and places is available at the end of the almanac

Color & symbols

There were maps available that showed average rainfall amounts as well as other weather relate information, but everything was in black and white

Legibility

The maps were difficult to understand, they were not very detailed and most of the information used with maps could have been shown using a chart or a graph of some kind.  The articles were easy to understand as well as the graphs and charts of information.
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