Biographical Sources Questions

Electronic Biographical Sources on the WEB

Questions:

1. Who was Nathaniel Rochester?

This is a biographical question that will require a general encyclopedia or a site specifically for biographies. I will begin my search on Encara.com. Using the search term ‘Nathaniel Rochester’ there were no specific results, but information on a sidebar directed me to a computer scientist and a sheriff in Maryland with that name. At this point, the reference librarian will need to find out more information from the patron. 

I then went to Credo, on the Buley website and found this information:

s. John and Hester (Thrift) R.; m. Sophia Beatty, 1788, 9 children. Mem. Revolutionary Com. Safety for Orange County, (N.C.), 1775; attended 2 N.C. provincial convs., 1775-76; commd. maj. N.C. Militia, lt. col., 1776, dep. commissary gen. stores and clothing; apptd. a commr. to establish and superintend arms manufactory, Hillsboro, S.C., 1777; served in S.C. Assembly, 1777; went into bus. with Col. Thomas Host, Hillsboro, then Hagerstown, Md., 1778; mem. Md. Legislature, 1 term: pres. Hagerstown Bank, 1807; a founder Monroe County (N.Y.), county clk., 1821; founder City of Rochester (N.Y.); organized bank, Rochester, 1824. Death:  Died Rochester, May 17, 1831.
2. I'd like to know about the Morrill behind the Morrill Land Grant Act of 1862.

I again used Encarta Online using the search term ‘Morrill Land Grant Act’ and found the following information on Representative Justin Smith Morrill, the man behind the Morrill Land Grant Act of 1862:

Land-Grant Colleges, institutions of higher education established in the United States under the provisions of the Morrill Acts (also known as Land-Grant Acts) of 1862 and 1890. On July 2, 1862, a land-grant bill, introduced by Representative Justin Smith Morrill of Vermont, was signed by Abraham Lincoln. This law authorized the granting to each state of 30,000 acres (more than 12,000 hectares) of public land for each senator and each representative of the state in Congress at that time.
3. When did Houdini live and what was his real name?

This is a biographical question so I used the Credo databases and entered  the search term ‘Houdini’. This is the second result from the search.

(born March 24, 1874, Budapest, Hung.—died Oct. 31, 1926, Detroit, Mich., U.S.) U.S. magician. The son of a rabbi who emigrated from Hungary to the U.S. and settled in Wisconsin, he became a trapeze performer at an early age. In 1882 he moved to New York City, where he played in vaudeville shows without much success. From about 1900 he earned an international reputation for his daring feats of escape from locked boxes, often submerged, while shackled in chains and handcuffed. His success depended on his great strength and agility and his unusual skill in manipulating locks. He exhibited his abilities in several films (1916–23). In his later years he campaigned against magicians and mind readers who claimed supernatural powers, including Jean-Eugène Robert-Houdin, from whom Houdini had taken his name.

4. Can you help me find an obituary for Craig Claiborne? What is the title of his autobiography?

Since Mr. Claiborne was a well known food critic, I went to the New York Times online and entered the search terms ‘Craig Claiborne + obituary’ and found his obituary. Here is the beginning of the obit:

Craig Claiborne, 79, Times Food Editor And Critic, Is Dead

By BRYAN MILLER

Published: Monday, January 24, 2000

Craig Claiborne, who emerged from the Mississippi Delta to become the nation's pre-eminent food journalist and whose writings coaxed millions of meat-and-potato Americans to the table of fine cuisine, died on Saturday at St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospital Center. He was 79 and lived in East Hampton, N.Y., and Manhattan.

5. Compare the coverage of actress Elizabeth Taylor in Who's Who and Who's Who in America.

Using the Credo databases on the Buley website, I first selected the Who's Who in America database. I entered the search term ‘Elizabeth Taylor’ and this is the result:

Taylor, Elizabeth (Dame Elizabeth Rosemond Taylor)

actress

Mailing address: Elizabeth Taylor AIDS Foundation, PO Box 55995, Sherman Oaks, CA 91413-0000

Born: February 27, 1932 London

Gender: F

Education: Student Byron House ; Student Hawthorne Sch. ; Student Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Sch.

Family: d. Francis Lenn and Sara Viola (Warmbrodt) Taylor; Creative works: (Actress): (films) There's One Born Every Minute, 1942; Lassie Come Home, 1943; The White Cliffs of Dover, 1944; Jane Eyre, 1944; National Velvet, 1944; Courage of Lassie, 1946; Cynthia, 1947; Life with Father, 1947; A Date with Judy, 1948; Julia Misbehaves, 1948; Little Women, 1950; Conspirator, 1950; The Big Hangover, 1950; Father of the Bride, 1950; Quo Vadis, 1951; Father's Little Dividend, 1951; A Place in the Sun, 1951; Callaway Went Thataway, 1951; Lover is Better Than Ever, 1952; Ivanhoe, 1952; The Girl Who Had Everything, 1953; Elephant Walk, 1954; Rhapsody, 1954; Beau Brummel, 1954; The Last Time I Saw Paris, 1954; Giant, 1956; Raintree County, 1957; Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, 1958; Suddenly, Last Summer, 1959; Scent of Mystery, 1960; Butterfield 8, 1960 (Acad. award for Best Actress, 1960); Cleopatra, 1963; The V.I.P.'s, 1963; The Sandpiper, 1965; Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, 1966 (Acad. award for Best Actress, 1966); The Comedians, 1967; Reflections in a Golden Eye, 1967; Dr. Faustus, 1967; Boom!, 1968; Secret Ceremony, 1968; Anne of the Thousand Days, 1969; The Only Game in Town, 1970; Under Milkwood, 1971; X, Y and Zee, 1972; Hammersmith is Out, 1972; Night Watch, 1973; Ash Wednesday, 1973; That's Entertainment, 1974; The Driver's Seat, 1974; Blue Bird, 1975; Winter Kills, 1977; A Little Night Music, 1977; The Mirror Crack'd, 1980; Young Toscanini, 1988; The Flintstones, 1994; (Actress, prodr.) The Taming of the Shrew, 1967; (Actress): (TV films) Divorce His-Divorce Hers, 1973; Victory at Entebbe, 1977; Return Engagement, 1979; Between Friends, 1982; Malice in Wonderland, 1986; There Must Be a Pony, 1986; Poker Alice, 1987; Sweet Bird of Youth, 1989; These Old Broads, 2001; (TV miniseries) North and South, 1985; (TV series) General Hospital, 1981; All My Children, 1984; Hotel, 1984; The Simpsons, 1993; The Nanny, 1996; Murphy Brown, 1996; High Society, 1996; (theatre appearances include): (Broadway plays) The Little Foxes, 1981; Private Lives, 1983; (narrator): (documentaries) Genocide, 1981; exec. prodr.: (films) Number 13, 1962; exec. prodr.: (films) Oz, 1967; (assoc. prodr.): (films) The Caretaker, 1963; author: (autobiography) Elizabeth Taylor, 1965, Elizabeth Taylor Takes Off: On Weight Gain, Weight Loss, Self Esteem and Self Image, 1988, Elizabeth Taylor: My Love Affair with Jewelry, 2002; co-author (with Richard Burton): (novels) World Enough and Time, 1964; lic. (fragrances) Elizabeth Taylor's Passion, Passion for Men, White Diamonds/Elizabeth Taylor, Elizabeth Taylor's Diamonds & Emeralds, Diamonds and Rubies, Diamonds & Sapphires, Elizabeth Taylor Black Pearls Career: Ptnr., cons. House of Taylor Jewelry, Inc, 2005— Civic data: Active philanthropic, relief, charitable causes internationally, including Israeli War Victims Fund for the Chaim Sheba Hosp., 1976, UNICEF, various children's hosps., med. clinics, Botswana; initiated Ben Gurion U. - Elizabeth Taylor Fund for Children of the Negev, 1982; supporter AIDS Project, LA, 1985; founder, nat. chmn. Am. Found. for AIDS Rsch. (AmFAR), 1985—, internat. fund, 1985—; founder Elizabeth Taylor AIDS Found., 1991— Awards: Named a Kennedy Ctr. Honoree, John F. Kennedy Ctr. for the Performing Arts, 2002; named Comdr. Arts Letters, France, 1985, an honoree with dedication of Elizabeth Taylor Med. Ctr. Whitman - Walker Clinic, Washington, 1993, Dame Comdr. of Order of British Empire, 1999; named to The Calif. Hall of Fame, 2007; recipient Legion of Honor (for work with AmFAR), France, 1987, Aristotle S. Onassis Found., 1988, Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Acad. award (for work as AIDS advocate), 1993, Life Achievement award, Am. Film Inst., 1993, BAFTA Fellowship Award, British Acad. Film and Television Arts, 1999, Presdl. Citizen's Medal, 2001, Humanitarian award for AIDS Activism, Macy's Passport event, 2007

The information would be the same in  Who’s Who as that is the source of the information for Who’s Who in America.

6. Where can I find biographical information about environmental activist Julia "Butterfly" Hill? What is the source of her nickname?

I was pleased to see this question, as I have read her  autobiography and have great respect for this young woman and her dedication to Luna and the environment. For this information, I turned to Google and entered the search term ‘ Julia Buttergly Hill’ There were many results including her blog but I chose the Encyclopedia of Arkansas for the information. They have a full entry on her life and political/environmental beliefs. This part of the entry addresses her nickname ‘Butterfly’

Tree sitters worked in shifts of several days; her first time, she sat for six days on a six-by-eight foot platform 180 feet up a 200-foot, 1,000-year-old redwood known as Luna. Since many of the activists went by “forest names,” she gave herself the name “Butterfly.”
7. Compare the coverage of Booker T. Washington in Dictionary of American Biography and American National Biography.

8. Where was Gloria Steinem, cofounder of Ms. Magazine, born and educated?

This is a biographical information question and the answer can be found in “Who’s Who of American Women”. 

Ms. Steinem was born in Toledo, Ohio, March 25, 1934 and educated at Smith College. She graduated magna cum laude in 1956. She has additional degrees including an honorary doctorate from Simmons College.

9. How did Mia Hamm get started playing soccer?

I expected to find this information in in “Who’s Who of American Women”. 

There is extensive biographical information, but none that answers this question.

10. Can you find information about travel essayist Jan Morris?

11. Can you find biographical information on gun control activist Sarah Brady?

I expected to find this information in in “Who’s Who of American Women”. 

But, there was no listing for Sarah Brady.

12. Where can I find a biographical sketch of computer scientist Donald Knuth?

I used the biographical resources on Credo and found information in Chambers Biographical Dictionary. 

Knuth received a PhD in Mathematics form the Caltech in 1963, taught there for 5 years and moved to Stanford Univ. as professor of computer science. He retired early and finished The Art of Computer Programming. He is a recipient of the Turing Award (1974) and the Kyoto Prize (1996)

13. What were the highlights of Sir Anthony Panizzi's career as a librarian?

I used the bibliographical resources on Credo and found information in Chambers Biographical Dictionary. 

Panizzi was a professor of Italian at University College London in 1828, became chief librarian of the British Museum from 1856-66 and designed the famous Reading Room there.

14. I would like to find information about former Congresswoman Pat Schroeder. What position does she currently hold?

15. I'm an admirer of flautist James Galway and would like to know more about him.

You can find current biographical statistics on Sir. James Galway in the International Who’s Who,2009 edition. There you will find personal background information as well as his professional positions, compositions, and accomplishments. You will find also that he likes walking and swimming in addition to backgammon and chess. If you want to contact him, you are given the address of IMG Artists and web addresses for more information.

